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THE ARK IS OPENED.
Congregation and chazzan:
And so, the Kedushah prayer shall ascend to You, for You, our Ged,
are the King Who pardons and forgives.
Congregation and chazzan:
I-'“?}:I 1303 Let us now relate the power of this day’s holiness, for it
is awesome and frightening. On it Your Kingship will be
exalted;* Your throne will be firmed with kindpess* and You will sit
upon it in truth.*t It is true that You alone* are the One Who judges,
proves, knows, and bears witness; Who writes and seals, (counts and
calculates); Who remembers all that was forgotten.* You will open the
Book of Chronicles — it will read itself, and everyone’s signature is in
it.* The great shofar* will be sounded and a still, thin sound* will be
heard, Angels will hasten, a trembling and terror will seize them — and
they will say, ‘Behold, it is the Day of Judgment, to muster the
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THE ARK IS OPENED.
Congregation and chaxzan:
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Congregation and chazzan:
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heavenly host for judgment!’ — for they cannot be vindicated™ in Your
eyes in judgment. All mankind* will pass before You like members of
the flock. Chazzan— Like a shepherd inspecting his flock, making sheep
pass under his staff, so shall You cause to pass, count, calculate, and
consider the soul of all the living; and You shall apportion the fixed
needs of all Your creatures and inscribe their verdict.
Congregation then chazzan [in some congregatipns this Is recited only by the chazzan]:

MW WRND On Rosh Hashanah* will*be inscribed and on Yom

i " Kippur will be sealed how many will pass from the
earth and how many will be created; who will live and who will die;
who will die at his predestined time* and who before his time; who by
water and who by fire, who by sword, who by beast, who by famine,
who by thirst, who by storm,* who by plague, who by strangulation,
and who by stoning, Who will rest and who will wander, who will live
in harmony and who will be harried, who will enjoy tranguillity and
who will suffer, who will be impoverished and who will be enriched,
who will be degraded and who will be exalted.

Congregation aloud, then chazzan: s
FAST VOICE T Money

But repentance, prayer and charity*
_remove the evil of the decreel
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Congregation then chazzan [in some congregations this is recited only by the chazzan):
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Congregation aloud, then chazzan:
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THE TALE OF RABBI AMNON !
H

I found 2 manuscript by Rabbi Ephraim ben ]:fmob of Bonn
[r2th cent.], describing how Rabbi Amnon of Mainz came to
compose the liturgical poem beginning, “Andiwe shall ex-
press the powerful sanctity,” after a misfortune that had hap-
pened to him. Thcwmanuscript follows: : ’
This is the story of what happened to Rabbi Amnon of
Mainz, who was one of.the great men of his generation, and
rich, and of good family, and handsome, and well-formed.

The lords and the archbishop began to demand; that he con- -

vert to their religion, and he refused to listen to them. And'it
came to pass, after they had spoken to him day dfter day and

he would not listen to them, though the archbithop himself '

was urging him, that one day he said to them, I wish to take
counsel and to think about this matter for another three
days.” He said this to put them off.,

And it came to pass, that the moment he had left the pres-
ence of the archbishop he took it to heart that he had allowed
a word of doubt to leave his lips, as though he needed to take
counsel and thought to deny the living God.

So he went home, and would neither eat nor drink, and fell
sick. And all his near oncs and loved ones came to console

him, but he refused to be consoled. For he said, “I shall go

down to the grave mourning, because of what I have said.”
And he wept, and was sad at heart. '

And it came to pass on the third day, while he was in pain
and anxiety, that the archbishop sent after him. And he said,
“I shall not go.” And his foe continued to send many and
ever more distinguished lords. But Rabbi Amnon still re-
fused to go to the archbishop.

Then the archbishop said, “Bring Amnon against his will
immediately.” So they hurried and breught him. And he said
to him, “What is this, Amnon? ‘Why have you not come to
reply to me and to do my desire at the cnd of the time you
set for yourself in which to take counsel?"

And Amnon answered and said, “I shall pronounce my
own sentence. Let the tongue that spoke and lied to you he
cut out.” For Rabhi Amnon wished to sanctify God, hecausc
he had thus spoken.

Then the archbishop answered and said, “No, the tongue
I shall not cut out, for it spoke well. But the feet that did not
come to me at the time you sct I shall lop off, and the rest of
the body T shall punish.” Then the oppressdr commanded,
and they lopped off the fingers of Rabbi Amnon’s hands and
his feet. At every finger they asked him, “Will you be con-
verted, Amnon?” And he said, “No.”

And it came to pass when' they had finished Topping off
his fingers, that the wicked man ordered Rabbi Amnon to be
laid on a shield, with all his fingers at his side. And he sent

him home. He was rightly called Rabbi Amnon []‘the faith-
ful one”], for he had faith in the living God and lovingly

sufered severe afflictions, simply because of one ward he had

spoken.

After these events, the Days of Awe approached,iand Rosh
ha-Shanah arrived. Rabbi Amnon asked his relatives to bear
him to the House of Prayer just as he was, and tb lay him
déwn near the Reader. They did so. And it came to pass,
when the Reader came to recite the Kedushah [$anctifica-
tion], that Rabbi Amnon said to him, “Hald, and I khall sanc-

tify the great Name of God.” And he cried in a lbud voice,

"Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee.”
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“And thus may the Sanctification ascend to you,”;that is to
say, I have sanctified your Name for the sake of your King-
ship and your Unity. And afterward he said, “And we shall.
express the powerful sanctity of this day.” And hI said, “It ‘
is true that you are the Judge and Arbiter,” in order to justify |
the verdict, that those same fingers of his hands arid his feet !
might rise before God, as well as the memory of :the entirc l
incident. And he said, “And the scal of cvery. man's hand is i
onit. . . and You remember the soul of every living thing,” ;
for his fate was so decreed on Rosh ha-Shanah. When he had |
endled, his own end came, and he vanished from the earth
Defore the eyes of all, for God had taken him. OF him it is |
said (Ps. 31:20): “O how abundant is Thy goodndss, which 4

Three days after Rabbi Amnon had heen called to the
Academy on High, he appeared to Rabbi Kalonymos ben
Rabbi Meshullam [ca. 1100] in a dream of night, and taught
him the liturgical poem beginning, “And we shall express
the powerful sanctity of the day.” And he ordered him to
send it to all the Diaspora, to be his testimony and remem-
brance. Rabhi Kalonymos did so. [Or Zarua, Hilkhot Rosh
ha-Shanah] .
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5 0pR mnn / Unesaneh Tokef

This prayer is one of the most stirring
compositions in the entire liturgy of the Days of
Awe. Written by Rabbi Amnon of Mainz,
Germany, about one thousand years ago, it has
become one of the highlights of the chazzan’s
repetition of the Mussaf Amidah on both Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. This is the story
behind it {as related in Or Zarua):

The bishop of Mainz insisted that his friend
and advisor, R’ Amnon, convert to Christianity.
In order to buy time, R’ Amnon asked for three
days of grace to meditate upon the question.
Upon returning home he was distraught at
having given the impression that he even
considered betraying his God.

R‘ Amnon spent the three days in solitude,
fasting and praying to be forgiven for his sin,
and did not return to the bishop. Finally the
bishop had him brought and demanded an
answer. R Amnon replied that his tongue should
be cut out for the sin of saying he would consider
the matter. Furious, the bishop said that the sin
was not in what he said, but in his legs for not
coming as he had promised. He ordered that R’
Amnon’s feet be chopped off, joint by joint.

REMEMBRANCE

127t AR You remember the deeds done in the universe and You

recall all the creatures fashioned since earliest times.
Before You all hidden things are revealed and the multitude of
mysteries since the beginning of Creation, for there is no forgetfulness
before Your Throne of Glory and nothing is hidden from before Your
eyes. You remember everything ever done and not a single creature is
hidden from You. Everything is revealed and known before You,
HasHEM, our God, Who keeps watch and sees to the very end of all
generations, when You bring about a decreed time of remembrance for
every spirit and soul to be recalled, for abundant deeds and a multitude
of creatures without limit to be remembered. You made this known
from the beginning of creation and You revealed it from earliest times.
This day is the anniversary of the start of Your handiwork, a
remembrance of the first day. For it is a decree for Israel, a judgment
day for the God of Jacob.X

Regarding countries, it is said on this day which is destined for the
sword and which for peace, which for hunger and which for |
abundance; and creatures are recalled on it to remember them for life or |
death. Who is not recalled on this day? For when the remembrance |
of everything fashioned comes before You: everyone’s deed and mis- |
sion, the accomplishments of man’s activity, man's thoughts and |
schemes, and the motives behind man’s deeds. Praiseworthy is the man 1
who does not forget You, the human being who takes strength in You,
for those who seek You will never stumble nor will those who take
refuge in You ever be humiliated.

For the remembrance of all Your works comes before You and You
analyze the deeds of them all. Moreover, You lovingly remembered
Noah and You recalled him with words of salvation and mercy, when
You brought the waters of the Flood to destroy all living flesh because
of the evil of their deeds. Consequently his remembrance comes before
You, HasHEM, our God, to make his offspring as abundant as the
dust of the world and his descendants as the sand by the sea. As it is
written in Your Torah: God remembered Noah and all the beasts
and all the cattle that were with him in the ark, and God caused a
spirit to pass over the earth and the water subsided.! And it is said:

They did the same to his hands. After each
amputation R’ Amnon was asked if he would
convert, and each time he refused. Then the
bishop ordered that he be carried home, a
maimed and mutilated cripple, together with the
amputated parts.

When Rosh Hashanah arrived a few days
later, R’ Amnon asked to be carried to the Ark.
Before the congregation recited Kedushah, he
asked to be allowed to sanctify God’s Name in
the synagogue as he had in the bishop’s palace.
He recited Lnesaneh Tokef and then died.

Three days later, R Amnon appeared in a
dream to R’ Kloni ben Meshullam, a great
Talmudic and Kabbalistic scholar of Mainz, and
taught him the text of Unesaneh Tokef, and
asked him to send it to all parts of Jewry to be
inserted into the Rosh Hashanah liturgy. R’
Amnon’s wish was carried out, and the prayer
became an integral part of the Rosh Hashanah
service. Some time later it was included in the
Yom Kippur service in most communities.
S Kigan 121 — On it Your Kingship will be
exalted. The recitation of the verses of Kingship,
Remembrance, and Shofar in the Rosh Hashanah
liturgy serves to exalt God’s sovereignty.
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1¥137 "y — And R’ Yitzchak said:  PyIRn BT W

i by 1373 13 — Four things cause the unfavorable decree
i:iins?; apersontobetornup. 17y — Theseare: ¥ —
harity, npyy — cryingout, D@y — change of name,™!
yn »ny) — and change of action.™ ,

"The sources for these four actions having the capability to cancel

bad decree are given: . I
2] - Charity, nyn bwn npy., gy — for it is writ- |

en:"® And charity will rescue from death. TRv¥ — Crying'ou-t,
Doyt TPDPYEM OPY Iy T Yy, 3nyy — for it is |
rritten: Then they cried out to Hashem in their distress, and |

le would take them out from their straits. w3 " —

thange of name, 3 I ARY DK KqpNTKY oYK M, 0T
vy iy — for it is written:®™ Sarai your wife, you shall not :
i ANKMINN,, NN

all her name Sarai, for Sarah is her name,
42 7% nyph 10y 0y} — and it is written in the very next verse: I
vill bless her; indeed, I will give you a son through her.
tiyyn — Change of action, ~BiPigyp~ny ouThRT K, 2T —
‘or it is written regarding the wicked city of Ninveh:™ God saw
heir deeds, that they repented from their evil way, oM, :'n?i
migy K9y oyb-nibyy 7mwE nygby oabyg — and it is
sritten immediately thereafter: God relented concerning the evil
e had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do if.
" The Gemara cites a fifth possible way to overturn an evil decree:
7 pix WY — And some say:  RipR NIW a8 — Alsoa chang.e ?f
slace, reqxn 37705 Y3K-YK 1 pRn,, 2y — for it is
sritten:®™ Hashem said to Abram, “Go you from your land,”
"Ling visY 7wy, 117 — and then in the next verse it is written:
“T will make of you a great nation.” "
The Gemara explains why R’ Yitzchak does not mention this
method:
771 — And the other one says: M0 SRt YT Koy )G
% k307 — That was the merit of living in Eretz Yisrael that
helped [Abraham], not the change of place per se.
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B. Dawvd SeLre\L-'(
Nova'elt Ha-Pov & C[cwn),

?{-’ 26T —~6)

The Mishkan lsdemonstmﬁve of thelmk between Tdhuva and W
(5) The Gemard derives the pnncxple that '17'!8 Charity; is part of the

T eshuva process from the Passuk of, . mnu um ﬂmS” I believe that there is

another source to substantlate the pnncxple ‘that T zedalmh is part of Testuvah.

After the eplsode of the bzv G—d commanded the I Jews, nnmedlately, to grve of '
their money, to donate everythmg ey had, to build the Mishkan. Did G-d really need

aMlshkan7 The Prophet says:

o N o’:hm 'nb:‘::ﬁ x': omvn mm t:m:m -m
Ihermrverse carmotcontamthe C T e

certainly not this ImIe hous' (Wthh Solombn,
buili).

Why, then, did G—d demand that they bmld aM' shkan ﬁ>r Bim?

(6) The answer lsthat G-d wanted 10 tram the Jews to grve Tzedakah

Wfor the '7»"1 N\Dn was prov:ded by havmg them contn'bute T zedalmh for. °

the construction of the sthkan They couldn't gtve Tzedakah to the poor people,

because there were no poor people There were nd beggars nor paupers in the Mia'bar :

socrety It was a classless socrety ’ No -one could save anythmg Even the Manna
couldn't be saved from one day to another They had no savmgs accounts no barnks,

‘no deposrts Everybody had only what G—d gave them But G—d demanded from the

Jews that they donate whatever they had qrm :t'n gold, srlk, sdver velvet ete.

Whatever they colléected in Mltzrmm they were told to donate as ﬁedakah for the

construeuon of the M shkan Thls Was an exeretse of Tzedakah

Tzedakah utheantldotetosm. :

(7) NON arises when a pirson bw 1dolxze hrmself NDn isa result of ‘

selfishness, of complete lack of consxderatron for others When a person sées only
himself, and no one else, when he tries to surround himself with a halo, with glory, it is

Non. Non results when the little temptation to which one is exposed, overrules all.

sacred principles. One abandons tradition because of the little pleasure which he
expects to derive ﬁom the performance of some deed. Tredakah counters this.

Tzedakah demonstrates sympathy, eompassxon and sharing with others. That is why

the noo of Yom Kippur can only be obtained through Tredakah. There is no

Teshuva without Tzedakah.”
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ARBAAH ROSHEI SHANIM

18D

FDD3 P o5 OPD My, A3ND
a2t o P SY Apa* annnaSy
N 13 835 o5 Ry 0bw wabs

T A GRPT T 630 nopaws o
W3 2 P ipph opb
TP~ TS R DD
1IppEb d ppp v -pvnpt

vap- ODD™I0HE DPD3. R3S AT

DTWYS 23 58 P D37 TSNS vhpes b yrors .aavwh e

NN YT Y EOBA 5p- v s

BE 37N XAk cwhp

PRI 50 NPT NN N NOWDIPm3 mEn iBh 151-319ps vEsp

CHAPTER ONE ROSH HASHANAH

Mishnafy 17 ohivy o myaxa — At four junctures during the year the world is judged: by nopa
nxuny — on Pesach for the grain, 19w ni12 by n7yya — on Shavuos for the fruit of the
1 1132 10 gty oy 'xa 5o mwiz Wy — on Rosh Hashanah all who come to the world {i.e.all men]

tree,

pass before Him like bnei maron,™
their hearts together, Who understands all their deeds,
they are judged for the water.™

The Mishnah stated:

i w32 mpY paniy obivy uss Y3 mwa wxha ~ ON ROSH
[ASHANAH ALL THE WORLD’S INHABITANTS PASS BEFORE HIM LIKE

BNEI MARON.”

The Gemara inquires regarding the last phrase:

i 33 '8 —~ What is the meaning of “like bnei maron™?

The Gemara presents three answers:
13115 123 1R X3 — Here in Babylonia they translated it:

ike lambs.™
Iretz Yisrael said:

a3y wph v — Reish Lakish who was from
e ma ntbgpy — Like the people

raversing the elevated paths of the Maron-area™ 27 (MnK)
mmy mi npm — Rav Yehudah said in the name of
Shmuel: =y N3 %@ ntbua — Like the soldiers of the House

of David.®®
The Gemara comments:

(e 13 @ TN N2 2 NET ey - Rabbah bar bar Chanah
said in the name of R’ Yochanan: nnx ity1pea MRD 1939) =
But they are all examined with one glance.®
The Gemara supports this last statement:
PIIYY 13 PRI 20 M — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: g

x3n M) 8 — We have also learn?q this in our Mlshnah,
which concludes l;‘cltmg this verse:® From His dwelling place
He oversees all inhabitants of the earth,

127 mab Tm L,

smipyn-Ya-bs — THE ONE WHO CREATES THEIR HEARTS TO-

GETHER, WHO UNDERSTANDS ALL THEIR DEEDS.

that this is what it means,

together, i.e. He made each person think alike,

-----

TRNR RD —

wmab i Kby 9nk T
1772 — that [God] created everyone and united their hearts

10 Kg K@

X371 127 17 — but we see that this is not so. People think very
"mxp 123 kY x9x — Rather, is

differently from each other!

vvvvv

this not what the verse means: 53 5x pam na 1m gt 1yng
niptyyn — The Creator sees their hearts together in one glance
and understands all their deeds.*
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