Understanding the Lineage Interruption of Ch.6

From Politics to Religion, From Mosheh to Aharon
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And Mosheh said to Hashem — this statement [v.30] is the same statement mentioned above

[v.12]... it was repeated at this point because of the interruption.
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For this time I am sending all of My plagues against your heart, your servants and your people, so
you may know that there is none like Me throughout the land. For now if I would stretch out My
hand, I could smite you and your people with pestilence and you would perish from the earth.
However for this I have kept you alive, in order to show you My power, and so that My name
should be claimed throughout the earth.
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And the land of Egypt shall be desolate and waste, and they shall know that I am Hashem, because
he (Pharoah) has said: the river is mine and I have made it.

Rav Yair Kahn, Torah M’Etzion — New Readings in Tanakh — Shemot, p80

The dramatic battle between Pharoah and Mosheh was waged on two fronts. One front concerned
itself with political sovereignty Benei Yisrael. The issue of freedom and slavery hung in the balance.
On the second front, Benei Yisrael were only incidentally involved. The subject was of a cosmic-
religious nature... Until ch.6, the main focus was the issue of slavery, Moses and Aaron, the leaders
of the people, demand a limited form of freedom. They met with scorn and abuse, both by Pharoah
as well as Benei Yisrael. In the following chapter, a new front is opened in the Moses-Pharoah
confrontation. Benei Yisrael are demoted to a secondary role... At this point the makkot begin.
They were not to overpower Pharoah or to conquer Egypt. Rather, the purpose was to prove
beyond doubt the absolute existence, omnipotence and omniscience of Hashem.



