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Rebbe Nachman was very insistent that we study the Shulchan - T

daily_
“Never let a day pass without studying at least one law,” he said (Rebbe Nachmans
Wisdom #29).

eb Noson, the Rebbe’s closest disciple, accepted the Rebbe’s man
Radhered to it assiduously throughout his life. Eventually he reviewed the €ntire
Shulchan Arukh with its commentaries several times over.

But Rebbe Nachman had another reason for encoura
the Shulchan Arukh—he wanted him to develop such fa
he could write chiddushim, original insights, on them,
teachings in the Likutey Moharan. Reb Noson was to w
together in a manner that shows how each halakhah

individual, at all times and in every situation. Reb Noso
well, composing multiple discourses on most of the topi
producing an all-encompassing look at the meaning an

When Reb Noson sent the first volume of Likutey Halakhot to press, he said, “ \.
did not pen this work for those who do not concern themselves with the meaning
ating, drinking, sleeping, and '[
- 11Is Work is meant for one who |
thinks about life’s ultimate purpose and has a deep yearning to serve HaShem—
and therefore finds himself ‘

under attack from withoyt and within by ‘enemies’
that would keep him from realiz; is spiri g

tive. Such a person will find

date ang

ging Reb Noson tq learp

miliarity with its Jays that |
drawing from the Rebbes
eave the laws and lessong
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¢s in the Shulchan Arukh and
d spirit of living as aJew. |

of life. Such a person can be compared to an animal (e
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ned Re
developing hi

began to do so, .
hman instructed him to begl

n composed the nearly 550

collowing, the Rebbe openly encouge

ddushei Torah.
ought only, until abouyt 4

n recording his ideas. v i
discourses that today compr; ©
Se

his ideas on Rebbe Nachman's 1€ssOns, and USing the 1y,
poard for his explorations, Reb Noson wag oy

between the fﬂYSt:C‘:[ :::3 IiJr:?;tilf'al t‘eachings
of the Torah in an entirely original way. He also 1511(:1?1 Iilis longer disclz discoursg
various topics from the weekly Torah POf’ﬂOﬂ’ a"d . rmront issullrses from
several weekly portions, as well as the “topic of the day ¢ large. Wheth e :clffecting
him, his students, his community, or even the world a gh . o ;‘: er dlSCusSin
a co;u:ept from Rebbe Nachman’s lesson, a halakhah from ; }e) Nu chan Arukh, the
current holiday on the Jewish calendar, Or worl_d news— .e 0son was able t
derive from it new foundations and practical advice for serving HaShem.

Likutey Halakhot traverses all four sections of the S}:tulchan Arukh and serves g
the primary source for understanding Rebbe Nachman’s lessons and how to apply
them practically. Breslover chassidim have always regarded Reb Noson's discourse
as the clearest lens through which to view the Rebbe’s teachings in his Likutey
Moharan.

In style and content, Likutey Halakhot is a unique work. Reb Noson deftly weaves
together concepts from all branches of the Torah, on all four planes of Torah study:
pshat (literal meaning), remez (allusive meaning), drush (homiletical meaning),
and sod (esoteric or kabbalistic meaning). He was able to accomplish this because
he possessed an encyclopedic knowledge of Torah literature: Tanakh, Mishnah,
Gemara, Midrash, poskim (decisors of Jewish law), Kabbalah and Chassidut. With

this, Reb Noson succeeded in connecting the “soul” of the Torah—its mystical
dimension—to its “body” —its outer, halakhic and practical dimension.®

bbe Nachman’s
s own chi

Reb Noson first joi
though in th

him to commence
Reb Noson soon
later when Rebbe Nac
next 40 years Reb Noso
Likutey Halakhot.® Basing .
in the Shulchan Arukh as the spr‘mg
to uncover the diverse connections

Year

' EE.iCh discourse is divided into several sections. Reb Noson generally prefaces
his discourse with a citation from, or a paraphrase of, the halakhah he is about
to explore ffom the Shulchan Arukh. Other times, he simply states the topic. In
ltius(; fgztts;;txir:df.le introduces the ke.y concepts from Rebbe Nachman'’s lesson, or
. anot’h o thesgecc{:ly relevant to h1§ subject matter. He occasionally reserves one

ncepts for later in the discourse, after acquainting the reader
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how much more so should one who uses a pejorative nickname for a work of

Torah, the words of the Living God! But this is not the Place to go ?ntc this,) a¢
any rate, to be an author is not at all considered something great or Important j,
these times.

Nevertheless, there are pious and upright individuals in every generation, even
this one, “who walk in sincerity, securely,”® “and will not sit in the company
Cynics”;” upon whom words of truth drop “like cold water on a weary sou].”10 « e
for silver and hidden treasures, they search for and seek”!! words of truth ang
righteousness that are “set in sockets of fine gold”'>—that is, on the teachings of
our holy sages.

But in my impoverishment I know that I have not even minimally attaineq this
ability to convey my knowledge even to those on the most rudimentary Jeye]. Yet |
confess this without embarrassment. I proclaim the truth and do not hold back. “
call out at the head of the busy streets; at the entrance of the gates, in the city, I s ay
what I have to say.”"* “I speak of Your testimonies before kings and feel no shame "1
For just as Tam small in my own eyes, as He Who examines the heart knows, sg js my
soul exalted in the merit of the holiness of he who has endowed me with wisdom,

understanding and knowledge—namely Rebbe Nachman, my esteemed master, my
teacher, the holy and awesome teacher and true mentor, may the remembrance of
the righteous be a blessing. If I would want to tell of only the tiniest bit of all that
he has done for my soul, the entire earth would not suffice to contain al] my words,
“With what can I come before HaShem and bow down before God on high?”1s sy,
have done so much, HaShem my God; Your wonders and Your thoughts are only for
us. There is none that compares to You. Were [ to talk and tell of them, they would
be too prodigious to portray,”6

The nature of this work and its format, as the reader will readily see, is based
entirely on and follows the order of all the laws in the four parts of the Shulchan
Arukh. This is what [ was instructed to do directly by Rebbe Nachman himself: to
ponder and study deeply each law until HaShem enlightens me with some new
insight regarding it. And any insight that HaShem granted me is based entirely on
the hakdamot, introductory principles, and foundational concepts that I received
from our holy and awesome Rebbe, as expounded in his holy works Likutey Moharan
l'and II. On several occasions I derived some of these amazing principles from the
h are brought down in Rebbe Nachman’s Stories
he deeper ideas alluded to in these stories are
ave swollen into a stream that we cannot cross,” !’

T T Notes & Sources —_________
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14 Tehillim 119:46,

16 Tehillim 40:6.
15 Mikhah 6:6. illim 406

17 Paraphrase of Yechezkel 47.5,
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HaShem, Who grants understanding to man, l’lEVEI'tIhEle.SS enhgl:}tlened my eyes 50
that here and there I found in the stories some amazing ldeacr;,t :ls '€ reader wij) See
in LH, Tefillin 5 and LH, Birkhot HaShachar 3, and elsevyhere. er times, | colleqed
various principles from The Aleph-Bet Book (Sefer HaMiddot).

All the hakdamot that I derived from the Rebbe’s works, and all the Origing)
insights that HaShem has helped me to innovate from _them, He has €nableq me
to find clearly explained in verses of Tanakh ar.fd. the dzscourseis of Chaza jp the
Gemara, midrashim, the holy Zohar, and the wntu'lgSIOf the Arizal. Then HaShEm
enlightened me further so that I could use these ms:ght.s to explain the laws o ¢
the mitzvot according to the four methods of interpretation known as PaRDfSJIS
following the arrangement of the laws elucidated in the four parts of the Shulchgy,

Arukh.
Y]

I hope to HaShem that your eyes will see amazing wonders in most places,
“How great are HaShem’s deeds, how mysterious His thoughts!”!® With wh;, is
explained in these books, every person can understand and comprehend from afay
the awesome and amazing greatness of each mitzvah and every law that derives
from the details of that mitzvah. This is true even of the laws of interpersongy]
relations clarified in Choshen Mishpat, from which no one even considers deriving
guidance, implicit or explicit, for serving HaShem. Yet HaShem'’s kindness prevails,
so that through these books, one who is thirsty to hear the word of HaShem will
satisfy his soul.

We know that from every part of the Torah, from all the laws and Precepts
contained in all its branches, we need to extract advice, guidance and hints for how
to truly come close to HaShem. Rebbe Nachman explains this in the lesson Chadi

Rabi Shimon in LM 1, 61, that one should glean principles for upright behavior from
everything he learns; see there. But not everyone is capable of doing this,

Yet with HaShem’s help and His wondrous salvation, by means of these books
I have somewhat opened the gate to uncover genuine guidance in all aspects of
Torah study. In most cases, these are not merely allusions and allegories, but the
true, deeper intention of the mitzvah. Reams of pages would not suffice for me to
explain my words here. Nevertheless, the truly intelligent person will understand
a bit if he sets his heart well to what is stated in these books and in the works of

Rebbe Nachman.
NN ]

' Now, although it may seem to the reader that in many places I have been wordy,
going over the same point two or three times, know, dear reader, that this too was
from HaShem, “Who is wonderfu] in counsel and exceedingly wise.”2

T T Notes & Sources

19 Paraphrase of Tehillim 92:, 20 Yeshayahu 28:29
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