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Lessons from Megillas Esther (Perakim 1-3)
Pekudei / Shekalim 5771

Timeline of the 0" Miracle

2448 — Jews leave D'"¥n and get the nNIN

2488 — Enter 78! YN

2928 — First wTpznin N1 built (480 years after leaving Egypt — stated in Melachim |, 6:1)

3338 — First wTi7nn N destroyed

3395 — Feast of Achashveirosh in the 3" year of his reign; Vashti killed for defying the king

3399 — nav — NON becomes queen; |NA1 and wWAN plot; Promotion of Haman

3404 — 13" of |01 — Haman casts lots; sends out letters; '>Tn sends letter to "NOK; 3 day fast begins
15" of |01 — 3" day of fast \NOX comes before king; wniwnxand i attend "NON’s banquet
16" of |01 — Haman leads '>Tn through streets; 2™ banquet; Hanged after being exposed

3405 - 13" of 77X — Jews subdue their enemies; 10 sons of Haman slain in Shushan
14" of VTN — Jews in |wiw destroy enemies; 10 sons hanged; Jews in other cities rest/celebrate
15" of 7TX — Jews in |WIV rest and celebrate

3406 — Writing of the n'7'an and its acceptance as part of Tanach

3408 — Second wTpnn N1 built
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Outline of the first 3 Perakim

Chapter 1: Achashveirosh’s feasts — a) for nobles, b) for the people of |wI1¥; Vashti’s refusal and death

Chapter 2: The search for a new queen; "NOK selected; [Naa and wOn plot against king

Chapter 3: Haman’s promotion; '>Tn’s refusal to bow; Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews

Lesson #1 — Who is in Charge?
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Lesson #2 — Measure for Measure
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Lesson #3 — Talk it Out!
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Lesson #4 — Who Says Doing Right is Wrong?!
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Lesson #5 — Jewish Pride
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