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Psalm 120

A song of ascents.

In my distress I called to God and He answered me.
2O Gob, save me from treacherous lips,

from a deceitful tongue!

3What can you profit, what can you gain,

O deceitful tongue?

“A warrior’s sharp arrows, with hot coals of broom-wood.
>\Woe is me, that I live with Meshech,

that I dwell among the clans of Kedar.

5Too long have I dwelt with those who hate peace.
‘T am all peace; but when I speak, they are for war.
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Psalm 121

A song for ascents.

I turn my eyes to the mountains; from where will my help
come?

My help comes from God, maker of heaven and earth.

3He will not let your foot give way; your guardian will not
slumber;

4See, the guardian of Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps!
>The LORD is your guardian, God is your protection
at your right hand.

5By day the sun will not strike you, nor the moon by night.
7 God will guard you from all harm; He will guard your life.
8 God will guard your going and coming

now and forever.
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A song of ascents. Of David. Psa I m 1 22

I rejoiced when they said to me,

“We are going to the House of God.”

2Our feet stood inside your gates, O Jerusalem,

3Jerusalem built up, a city knit together,

“to which tribes would make pilgrimage,

the tribes of God,—as was enjoined upon Israel—

to praise the name of God.

*There the thrones of judgment stood, thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the well-being of Jerusalem;

“May those who love you be at peace.

‘May there be well-being within your ramparts,

peace in your citadels.”

8For the sake of my kin and friends, I pray for your well-being;
°for the sake of the house of the LORD our God,

I seek your good.



Prayer for the IDF
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That men do not learn very much from the lessons
of history is the most important of all the lessons of
history.

- Aldous Huxley

1. War and Ethics
2. Mourning and Redemption
3. Baseless Hatred and Rabbinic Leadership



Numbers 31

1*Moses became angry with the commanders
of the army, the officers of thousands and the
officers of hundreds, who had come back
from the military campaign. 1°Moses said to
them, “You have spared every female! 16Yet
they are the very ones who, at the bidding of
Balaam, induced the Israelites to trespass
against the LORD in the matter of Peor, so that
the LORD’s community was struck by the
plague.



Moshe’s Anger
Sifre Deuteronomy 157

Because Moses our teacher became angry he came
to error. Rabbi Eleazar stated that in three instances
Moses came to anger and came to error.

1. He got angry at Eleazar and Ithamar - what does
it then state? Why did you not eat the hatar?
(Lev. 10:17)

2. Similarly, he said listen you rebels (Num. 20:10) -
what does it then state? He lifted the rod and
struck the rock twice.

3. Here also, he got angry at the commanders;
what does it then state? Eleazar the priest spoke
to the soldiery.
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26 When the king of Moab saw that the battle
had gone against him, he took with him seven
hundred swordsmen to break through to the king
of Edom, but they failed. 27 Then he took his
firstborn son, who was to succeed him as king,
and offered him as a sacrifice on the city wall.
The fury against Israel was great; they withdrew
and returned to their own land.


http://biblehub.com/2_kings/3-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_kings/3-27.htm

“We can forgive the Arabs for killing
our children. We cannot forgive them
for forcing us to kill their children.
We will only have peace with the
abs when they love their children

more than they hate vus.”

Golda Meir
Former Prime Minister of Israel

- -



Mishnah Shabbat 6:4
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A man should not go out with a sword, bow, shield, club,
or spear. And if he went out, he is liable to a sin
offering. R. Eliezer says, "They are ornaments for him."
And sages say, "They are nothing but ugly, since it is
said, And they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more (Isaiah 2:4).




2. Mourning and
Redemption



Prophecy of Return
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Cyrus Grants Permission to Return
and Rebuild in 539 BCE
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Cyrus Cylinder
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» Now Iin the British Museum



Cyrus Cylinder in British Museum, London



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7e/London_307.JPG
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/ff/Cyrus_cylinder_extract.png

Cyrus Cylinder

» [28-33] By his exalted word, all the kings who sit upon thrones
throughout the world, from the Upper Sea to the Lower Sea [/.e., from
the Mediterranean Sea to. the Persian Gulf], who live in the districts
far-off, the kings of the West, who dwell in tents, all of them, brought
their heavy tribute before me and in Babylon they kissed my feet.
From Babylon to Assur and from Susa, Agade, ESnunna, Zamban, Me-
Turnu, Der, as far as the region of Gutium, the sacred centers on the
other side of the Tigris, whose sanctuaries had been abandoned for a
long time, I returned the images of the gods, who had resided there
[i.e., in Babylon], to their places and I let them dwell in eternal
abodes. I gathered all their inhabitants and returned to them their
dwellings. In addition, at the command of Marduk, the great lord, I
settled in their habitations, in pleasing abodes, the gods of Sumer and
Akkad, whom Nabonidus, to the anger of the lord of the gods, had
brought into Babylon.

» [34-36] May all the gods whom I settled in their sacred centers ask
daily of Bel and Nabu that my days be long and mafy they intercede for
my welfare. May they say to Marduk, my lord: “As for Cyrus, the king
who reveres you, and Cambyses, his son, [/acunal.” The people of
ngéllon blessed my kingship, and I settled all the lands in peaceful
abodes.



Replica off Cyrus Cylinder in' UN, New York



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/6/67/Tharoor_and_Cyrus_Cylinder.jpg

A Second Interpretation of
Jeremiah’s 70 years
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Zechariah 7

» In the fourth year of King Darius, on the fourth day of the ninth
month, Kislev, the word of the LORD came to Zechariah—2when Bethel-
sharezer and Regem-melech and his men sent” to entreat the favor of
the LorD, 3[and] to address this inquiry to the priests of the House of
the LORD and to the prophets: “Shall I weep and practice abstinence in
the fifth month, as I have been doing all these years?”

» “4Thereupon the word of the LORD of Hosts came to me: >Say to all the
people of the land and to the priests: When you fasted and lamented
in the fifth and seventh months all these seventy years, did you fast
for my benefit? And when you eat and drink, who but you does the
eating, and who but you does the drinking? 7Look, this is the message
that the LorRD proclaimed through the earlier prophets, when Jerusalem
and the towns about her were peopled and tranquil, when the Negeb
and the Shephelah were peopled.

» 8And the word of the LORD to Zechariah continued: Thus said the LORD
of Hosts: Execute true justice; deal loyally and compassionately with
one another. 1%Do not defraud the widow, the orphan, the stranger,
and the poor; and do not plot evil against one another.



Zechariah 8

» 3Thus said the LorD: I have returned to Zion, and I will dwell in
Jerusalem. Jerusalem will be called the City of Faithfulness, and the
mount of the LorD of Hosts the Holy Mount.

» 4Thus said the LoRD of Hosts: There shall yet be old men and women
in the squares of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their
great age. °And the squares of the city shall be crowded with boys and
girls playing in the squares. 6Thus said the LorD of Hosts: Though it
will seem impossible to the remnant of this people in those days, shall
it also be impossible to Me?—declares the LorD of Hosts. “Thus said
the LorD of Hosts: I will rescue My people from the lands of the east
and from the lands of the west, 8and I will bring them home to dwell in
Jerusalem. They shall be My people, and I will be their God—in truth
and sincerity...

» 18And the word of the LorRD of Hosts came to me, saying, 1°Thus said
the LORD of Hosts: The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth
month, the fast of the seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month
shall become occasions for joy and gladness, happy festivals for the
House of Judah; but you must love honesty and integrity.



Is there Peace?

» R. Hanah b. Bizna has said in the name of R. Simeon the Saint:
‘What is the meaning of the verse, Thus had said the Lord of Hosts:
The fast of the fourth month and the fast of the fifth and the fast of
the seventh and the fast of the tenth shall be to the house of Judah
joy and gladness?

» The prophet calls these days both days of fasting and days of joy,
signifying that when there is peace they shall be for joy and
gladness, but if there is not peace they shall be fast days”

» R. Papa replied: What it means is this: When there is peace they
shall be for joy and gladness; If there is persecution, they shall be
fast days; If there is no persecution but yet not peace, then those
who desire may fast and those who desire need not fast.

» If that is the case, the ninth of Ab also [should be optional]? — R.
Papa replied: The ninth of Ab is in a different category, because
several misfortunes happened on it, as a Master has said: On the
ninth of Ab the Temple was destroyed both the first time and the
second time, and Bethar was captured and the city [Jerusalem|]
was ploughed. (Bavli Rosh Hashanah 18b)



How to Count 70
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1. Reign of Nebuchadnezzar in 605 to conquest of Cyrus in 539
2. Destruction in 587 to Rededication in 515



Yet a third interpretation of
Jeremiah’s 70

Daniel 9

» /0 means /0 x / =
/X7 +62x7(434) + Vax 7 + Va2 x 7 =490
From Nebuchadnezzar to Hashmonaim

From Destruction I to Destruction II (Seder
Olam)



3. BASELESS HATRED
AND
RABBINIC LEADERSHIP



Kamsa and Bar Kamsa
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R. Yohanan ben Avkulas

Said Bar Kamtza, “Since the Rabbis were sitting there and did not stop him, this
shows that they agreed with him. I will go and inform against them to the
government.”

He went and said to the emperor, “The Jews are rebelling against you.”
Said the emperor, "How can I know that this is true?”

“Send them an offering,” said Bar Kamtza, “and see whether they will offer it on
the altar.”

So he sent with him a fine calf. While on the way he made a blemish on its upper
lip (or as some say, on the white of its eye)—in a place where we count it a
blemish but they do not.

The rabbis were inclined to offer it in order not to offend the government. Said
Rabbi Zechariah ben Avkulas to them: “People will say that blemished animals are
offered on the altar.”

They then proposed to kill Bar Kamtza so that he should not go and inform
against them, but Rabbi Zechariah ben Avkulas said to them, “Should they say
that one who makes a blemish on consecrated animals is to be put to death?”

Rabbi Yochanan thereupon remarked: “Because of the scrupulousness of Rabbi
Zechariah ben Avkulas our House has been destroyed, our Temple burnt, and we
ourselves exiled from our land.” —Talmud Bavli Gittin 55-56



Bavli Gittin 56a-b: Burning Grain

» He sent Vespasian Caesar against them. He came and
besieged [Jerusalem] for three years. There were three
rich men there.... These men had enough to feed
[Jerusalem] for twenty-one years.

» There were among them those rebels. The Rabbis said
to them, “Let us go out and make peace with them [the
Romans].” [ The rebels| would not allow them.

» [The rebels] said to [the Rabbis], “Let us go out and
make war against them.”

» The Rabbis said to them, “It will not succeed [for lack of
divine support].”

» They [the rebels] arose and burned the provisions of
wheat and barley, and there was famine.



DIX| 'YU'MNn DIX| 'Y\ DIX ,NINAX NN MX-ND
WYy nTN-N7 DN Y'YV DiX| YA
120K ,0i7¢N1 NRXDI ;0100 ,0'TYNY ,NNNYTH
And the word of the LORD of Hosts came to
me, saying, 1°Thus said the LoRD of Hosts:
The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the
fifth month, the fast of the seventh month,
and the fast of the tenth month shall become
occasions for joy and gladness, happy
festivals for the House of Judah; but you must
love honesty and peace.



