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The Sages taught: There was an incident involving Rabbi Elai, who went on Sukkot eve to greet his teacher Rabbi
Eliezerin Lod on the first day of the Festival. He said to him: Elai, you are not among those who stay home on the
Festival and therefore you have not fulfilled the mitzva of the Festival, as Rabbi Eliezer would say: | praise the lazy,
who, although they act no differently than they do the entire year, are praiseworthy because they do not leave their
houses on the Festival, as it is written: “You shall rejoice, you and your household” (Deuteronomy 14:26). The
term “your household” is interpreted as referring to one’s wife. One who is not home cannot rejoice with his wife. The
Gemara asks: Is that so? Didn’t Rabbi Yitzhak say: From where is it derived that one is obligated to greet his
teacher on the Festival? It is as it is stated that the husband of the Shunamite woman asked his wife: “Why are you
going to him today? It is neither the New Moon nor Shabbat” (Il Kings 4:23). This proves by inference that on the
New Moon and Shabbat a person is obligated to greet his teacher. The Gemara answers that this is not difficult:
This statement of Rabbi Yitzhak that one is obligated to go and greet his teacher is referring to a case where he goes
and returns on the same day and can rejoice with his wife at night; and this statement of Rabbi Eliezer that one should
stay home is referring to a case where he goes and does not return on the same day and cannot rejoice with his wife
at night.
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The Sages taught: One who goes to greet his father or his teacher, or to greet one who is greater than him in

wisdom, and has to cross a river on the way, may cross the water until his neck is in the water, and he need not be
concerned that he is violating the prohibition against bathing on Yom Kippur.
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The mishna states: The verse “And Moses declared to the children of Israel the appointed seasons of the Lord”
(Leviticus 23:44) indicates that part of the mitzva of the Festivals is that they should read the portion relating to them,
each one in its appointed time. The Sages taught in a baraita: Moses enacted for the Jewish people that they
should make halakhic inquiries and expound upon the matter of the day. They should occupy themselves with the
halakhot of Passover on Passover, with the halakhot of Shavuot on Shavuot, and with the halakhot of Sukkot on
Sukkot.
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