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Why specifically when they say this 79°5n?

Tosafos (aw m>n2):
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But this is difficult, as Tosafos themselves ask:
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We are reminded at this point of another 7%°5n that we associate with the jealousy of o°ox5n:
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And so we have an intimation of a connection between 2"wn> and 1"9nowA.
The Gemara in 1"1 77 °nod has a different explanation of why we say 1"n2wa quietly:
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Why was 2py°'s response 1"7nowa?

The Zohar describes ynw as ®y2°} ¥71, and 1"9now2 as axnn X717, R' Chaim Volozhin & Baal
Hatanya explain this in deep, Kabbalistic way. But among the other things | want to explore
today is the possibility of explaining this distinction in a way that is close to vw» and accessible
to us.



One last item: Gemara in 3" 87 730a0:
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What is the significance of n»ni *013 v1yn?

~ To sum up our questions: (a) What is so significant and powerful about 2"w, that saying it 922
112 has the power to destroy a bad 1°7 =13, and to cause the ¥"w21 to say MMR POYPRY 200 WK
72 1n°22? (b) Why are the o°5x%n particularly jealous of w7 and of 1"n3wa, which requires us to
say w°p in Aramaic and Y'onowa quietly? (c) Why was 1"9nowa Yaakov's resonse to his
children's xaw> yaw? (d) Why is the meaning of axnn &7 x>y x71m? () What is the
significance of n1ni "1 VW N?

Translation of 2"wn»: oon?w oy 02w2 T7an 710 ww 07; let His great name be blessed for all
time.

What is 277 mw? In what sense is His name "big"? Famous? Is that a naw for G-d, that He's
famous?

Perhaps we can find the beginning of an explanation in a Gemara in "% 77 ®Xn: In p"ane2 after
each 11212 they would answer 1"9nowa (not 1ax). The Gemara derives this from the po9: ' ow >
IPHRY 9713127 RPN,

So we see an equation: 1"mowa = ST,

Put differently: The n7on of 57 is synonymous with the 77 of miaon, or of n5%n 7125,

Same idea in 2" mM>212 "o w"RA: Every 17972 needs miom aw - unless it follow some other 7573,
like the four m>2 of 9 N1, So where is the mo%n in the first 7072 of 7wy annw? Answer:
17 9P 178 = Mmoo,

Of course, now we need to find the meaning - in our terms - of both these phrases.

The central truth of Judaism - which oi1ax first proclaimed - is not merely that the v"wan is the
most powerful Being; rather, that He is, ultimately, the only power at work, which nothing

gainsay. That everything that seems to be able to oppose His will is illusory.

This is the idea that is exemplified in the P09 7w PR ... 79227 5% mawm ara ny7; Ramchal
explains: No other power.

That is His n125n».

Mmoo 723 means that the world recognizes this truth. 7125 means recognition. When the world
recognizes maon - that there is no other force besides His will - then there is m2%n m2>.



awn aw denotes how the world relates to Him. It defines our relationship (different nmnw =
different relationships). When the world - Man - recognizes owi mo%» then His name looms
larger than every other fact. Then is mw 7.

And that is the meaning of the equation that we saw in the Gemara in x»1 between 73 and 712
1M>%n. That is why when we say in 7wy naw - 971 9pi - it is the equivalent of a2wi1 7on.

On the other hand - when evil seems successful then aw; aw is diminished. Hence 7v 2w own PR
PNy SW WwAT nnnw.

When evil strikes with impunity then ma%» is hidden.
So we have connected two major words in Judaism and in 7%°5n: m2%» and 7172

The %"nn»1 in the beginning of mnan ny7 adds another important word to this equation: nx. We
declare twice a day that 7nx '7. On the simplest level, it means that there are no other gods. But
the "nnn explains that it means much more than that. It means that there are no other forces at
work in the world and that nothing can thwart that.

In other words, the fact that Hashem is 7nx - the 5"nnn calls this his attribute of 7>, of being 7nx
- is exactly the same thing as the idea of his m2a%n.

This connects together three of the most impotant and powerful phrases that recur, again and
again, in our m>°sn: 1MI%n 7123, MW 173, and TR 7.

What is more, the 5"n» points to many o°poo that demonstrate that the central purpose of %>
oKXW, its mission, is to attest to this truth. That is our central vocation.

This revelation of His being 7nx = establishment of 1ma%» 725 = completion of 5173 mw, will be
fulfilled 5"v% with the defeat of a1 2 representing the forces of evil and the establishment of
mwnT Maon.

And therefore the x121 that describes 2an1 23 nanon in 7"% pd SR 190 ends with the words:
'T79IR 9D WM 0°27 072 1YY VTN SNWIPNT PN AN,

*n>7anm - establishment of aws naon
*nwpn - withal, still transcendent

The Tur writes that this p109 - *nw7pnm *n>7a00 - is the basis of the opening phrase of wp: H7an°
X217 7w wipnm. What we are asking is that 5"apn make His name great, that is - that He destroy
evil and make manifest the fact that nothing - not even the machinations of evil men - exists that
can oppose His will, which is the only force in the world.

And when does this happen? 5"ny%. In 7150 o made explicit: mmwn 2P PIPND mpx.



Which, we continue, we pray will come soon: 2°7p 32121 R23y2 9RW° N°2 937 121 12°1°21 1197n2.

Clearly today, when evil flourishes, when evil men strike with impunity, when &2 553 suffers,
awn Moy is hidden. yman 7125 is missing.

And yet, even today, even 1"n13, even before that day towards which the w>7p looks forward,
there is a way to recognize yma5n 722:

Queen Victoria once asked Disraeli, her Prime Minister, for proof of the existence of G-d.
"What", she asked, "is there to prove the existence of God, Benjamin?" His response was simply,
"The Jew, Your Majesty."

Same idea in y"2y> 117°0 - 27205,
That is really a profound answer. Jewish survival.
Gemara v'"o 77 XY
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This is unique power of X7w° noid, to recognize that 7"apa is XM M2 7173 - to see IMd9n 72D -
even in darkest hours; not only as future consolation, but at work in the world here and now, to
see the ¥"w27's hand in *"o1>'s miraculous survival.

Here we return to nvni °915 vy . The X" in 17°%% naw explains that the six o°913 correspond to
the six words: 791 02w% 1Ma%n 725 ow 2. And therefore after the n°ai 3277, there is no place
left in the world where 1m2%» 7125 is apparent, they can no longer say 1m2%» 7123. So they only
have 4 001> left.

And yet we proclaim 1"nowa even in m>a. Because that is the unique power of >xaw 993, to
recognize 1mMa5»n a3 in M and at all times.

And here we see the profound depth of what the 110 writes, that we say 1"2nowa quietly, so the
0°ox7n won't be jealous. Because this is a 77°0n that the o°ox%» are not able to say; to recognize
1Ma%n 7125 when it is open and manifest - that they can do, too. But to recognize o215 1m3%1 7120
7 - at all times, even when 122°172 0> ppn 0°123, they can't do - they don't have those a°013. Only
oXIW° 995 is capable of that.

Rashi in wmin explains the meaning of Sxw> yaw as follows:
TOW DY DR TIOAXR IR *D (1,3 MIDY) WKW IR 7 NP TNY RITLNIING IOR R AN TR Rw '
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In other words, x> ynw refers to that future time when 1m>% 72> will be apparent - not only
to >"01> - but to all the world. That time when X271 7onw wIpn™ 7m0,

apy> wanted to reveal this time to his sons. 710w 00 npPnoi. | heard once from an 9173 o7x that
when his sons said 58w vaw that was itself the ypn »°2 - the ¥"wan wanted the »19°3 to come
through 2py's sons, the o°vaw, because it is 2w 595 through whom that yp is brought into the
world.

And how did 2py> respond? 731 221w% 1moon M20 aw N2 - because the power of HRws 995 to
bring about the yp, to be the catalysts of 79xx in the world, comes from the fact that they can
affirm 1"5nowa even now, in this world. There can't be a total disconnect between the world the
way it is now and the way it will be - that chasm could never be bridged. If the world will
become, ultimately, a place where 1m2%»n 7125 is revealed, it is because there is a people who
testify - by their belief and by their very existence - to 71 221w% 1ma5%n 7123, at all times.

Perhaps, in this vein, we can now explain - on a vw» level - the Zohar that >xw> ynw is &1
X7y, and 1"onowa is axnn X7, Remember that we saw earlier that nx = 1% 723, the
recognition that He is the only power at work in the world. That is ow: 7/n°. YW ynw refers to
that 7nx as it will ultimately, when 718 71 7o X337 01°2, open and manifest. That is the &7
7X?°y, the higher nx. But 1"9now3 is axnn X7, 70X as it is now, when 1maon 123 is difficult to
see, and is revealed only through xaw> 592, because 1°nx711 37 37 1PMMN2x 37 37, He makes himself
known through xw° 5%5's miraculous and continued survival.

So xwe vaw and 1'onowa, that dialogue between 2py and his sons, are two different
affirmations of onw m>%n; one, as it will ultimately be, and one as it is now. And it is the latter
that makes the former possible.

This same dialogue is present in the w>7p. We begin a1 monw wipnm >7an°, looking forward to
that time when oonyi *1¥% “nwTpnm *n>7anm, the complete revelation of o w maon as it will be
2P 1a121 R2Av3a, we hope speedily in our day, but in any event in the future.

And then we respond: X%y "2y 0ov% 71an 8211 aw & What does that mean? Let's examine
it more closely:

X271 7w = 7170 mw. We already so that 173 = 1m12%7» 7122, SO 7721 K27 7w R means: ow N2
IMO%n 7125, And X5y noy 0oyh = T3 02w (as in X107 RWYTp, where the owan of om0 o
71 09WY 1S R1OY MY DY ORp °NI0n ).

In other words, 827 7w xa° is simply the Aramaic translation of 1"onowa, the affirmation that
o°nw MoYn is present - not only in the future, but here and now and at all times.

Proof: "n?w17° 21370 t0 'R 0"n WRI2: TR PRI 0 VAW PINRY L..2pY0T Maw ChIwY N Py
TRPY Sn2Y% N2 K2 AW R MR 2P Cv 70 ' RIpHR. The response of apy, which the Gemara
gives as 1"9now3, the o1 gives as 1"wi.



So w7p is affirmation of 'n Mmoo at all times, even in difficult times. That is why it is said by an
22K, who has come face to face with darkest aspect of human condition, and yet affirms: 2"wn>.

That is the sublime profundity of this 7%°sn. That is >xw> 5%2's unique genius; to affirm the
y"wan's presence in a world where He seems absent. To see that He is 711 7173, not only in the
majesty of the wpn, but in the mystery of Jewish survival.

That is why when the ¥"w2an hears it He 912225 nods his head and says ImR 10%pnw 7900 WK
T 022,

Tosafos in name of 07w that we say w>7p in Aramaic so 2°a8%» won't understand. The R *7ny
points out that this is essentially the same as the Tur that we say 1"7now2 quietly so 0°5x%» won't
be jealous. Because 1"wi is 1"91owa. The 0°x%1 can't say this 17%°0n - n1nin *515 wynni. Only 5%
ox7w°. And so we whisper it after ynw, and we say it in Aramaic when we recite the w>7p.

Interestingly, X"-an aman is to say the first two words of w>7p in Hebrew - with a >°% under the 7
of wpn» 730 - rather than in Aramaic - with a 7mno '7 - because those two words come from
the moo of " *nw7pnm "n7anm. But what of it - now that it's part of w>7p shouldn't we render
those two words in Aramaic? But in view of the above we can say that just as y»w is said aloud,
since it refers to X122 70y, and only 7w 09Ww2 1Ma%n 720 aw 772 is said quietly - since it refers
to 'n Mm% in this world, which the o°ox%» can't proclaim - so too, in parallel, the beginning of
waTp - wIpnm 97an° - which refers to the time when 2°21 221 % *nwIpnm °n>7anm - can be said
in Hebrew, even though w7p as a whole - which primary affirmation is X217 7»w R - which is
the same as 1n19%» 7122 aw 72 - is in Aramaic, which the o°ox%» can't understand.

Question: The 7w says that on 2"y we say 1"2»ow2 out loud because we're like angels. But we
have seens that the 0°5x%n themselves can't say 1"7nowa in time of m%x?

Furthermore: What does it mean that o°ox%» are jealous when we say 1"nowa? Do they have
human emotions?

We say 1"9n0w2, we attest that 3"2pi is present and that He is the only force in the world But do
we really live our lives that way? Do we really live with a constant sense that everything that
happens is direct result of n"v1o nmawn? At deepest level we believe it, but we don't always live
consistently with that belief. So there is a :1vp; and that is why we say it quietly, abashedly. But
on 2" we're elevated to such a plane, we feel the ¥"waa's closeness so vividly, that we are able to
say 1"onowa with every fibre of our being, without diffidence and hesitancy.

To sum up: We began with several questions: (a) What is so significant and powerful about
5"wi, that saying it 112 922 has the power to destroy a bad 7 713, and to cause the ¥"w2n to say
75 P22 MR PP Tonn wk? (b) Why are the ovox%n particularly jealous of w»p and of
1"9naw3, which requires us to say w»7p in Aramaic and 1"9nowa quietly? () Why was 1"onowa
Yaakov's resonse to his children's 2x7w> yaw? (d) Why is the meaning of axnn X711 IRy X777
(e) What is the significance of nrni *513 v1vn?



And the sum of what we have attempted to answer is this: In ¥y»w and in w>7p we attest to maon
o'nw, to the idea - the central idea of Judaism - that 3"2p: is absolutely in control, that nothing
happens in the world except by His will. The central mission of the Jewish people is to reveal
that truth. That truth is revealed in two ways: Ultimately, it will be revealed through the total
destruction of evil and the clear recognition by all mankind of the ¥"wa1's dominion. That is the
time to which we look forward when we say 7nx 71 'R ' 98w viaw, and when we say w7pnn 7an°
X217 mnw. That is a8y x7m, the higher 7nx. But, in the meantime, it is the task of Sxw %% to
keep that truth alive even in a world where evil exists. It is 2x7w> 52> who attest in this world -
and whose very survival as a unique people attests - that the ¥"w2an is active in this world. That is
what we affirm when we say 1"9nowa, that maon is 71 02w9, in all times. That is what we affirm
when we say 2", which is the Aramaic equivalent. That is axnn &7117°, the lower 1. This is
the unique genius of x1w> 5%5. Even the o°o8%n can't do that; that is why, with the 3271, the
0°5x%n stopped saying 1ma%n 7125, and were reduced to four a°513. And therefore we say 1"nowa
quietly, and we say Kaddish in Aramaic, because we don't want to flaunt this declaration in the
face of the o°ox%», since we ourselves don't always live up to this belief. But it is our main
vocation to try and do so, to internalize it into our being. And on >"y we come closest to doing
so, and are able to say 1"9nowa out loud, openly and forcefully.



