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< Leaving Israel: The General Issue
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Our Rabbis taught: It is not permitted to go forth from Israel to a foreign country unless two se’ahs are sold for one sela’. R.
Simeon said: [This is permitted only] when one cannot find [anything] to buy, but when one is able [to find something] to
buy. even if a se’ah cost a sela’ one must not depart. And so said R. Simeon b. Yohai: Elimelech, Mahlon and Chilion were
[of the] great men of their generation, and they were [also] leaders of their generation. Why, then, were they punished?
Because they left Palestine for a foreign country; for it is written, And all the city was astir concerning them, and the
women said: 'Is this Naomi?” What [is meant by] 'Is this Naomi?’ — R. Isaac said: They said, 'Did you see what befell
Naomi who left Palestine for a foreign country?’
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A certain man who fell under the obligation [of marrying] a sister-in-law at Be Hozae came to R. Hanina and asked him
whether it was proper to go down there to contract with her levirate marriage. 'His brother’, [R. Hanina] replied, '‘married a
heathen and died, blessed be the Omnipresent Who slew him, and this one would follow him!’
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Just as it is forbidden to leave Israel for the Diaspora, so too it is forbidden to leave Bavel for other lands, for any place
where wisdom and fear of sin can be found, its law is like Israel... for in general, the Diaspora has not wisdom or fear of sin
found there because of all the oppression and exiles that we endure there, unless we put in much toil... and Israel generally
has much wisdom and fear of sin found in it so that people can grasp the honor of their Creator and merit benefits from the
radiance of the Shechina.
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The reason it is forbidden to leave is because there are few Jews there, and it should not be empty of Jews, and they pray for
the peace of all of us, and their prayers are more accepted than our prayers.
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We were commanded to inherit the land that G-d gave to our forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, and not leave it
to one of the other nations or for desolation... And I say that this commandment which the sages waxed on about, i.e.
dwelling in Israel, to the point where said “anyone who leaves it and lives in the Diaspora should be in your eyes like an
idol worshipper... it is all this positive commandment to inherit and dwell in the land.
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Do not leave — for you remove yourself from commandments.
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It is forbidden to leave Eretz Yisraelfor the Diaspora at all times except: to study Torah; to marry; or to save one’s property
from the gentiles. After accomplishing these objectives, one must return to Eretz Yisrael Similarly, one may leave Eretz
Yisraelto conduct commercial enterprises. However, it is forbidden to leave with the intent of settling permanently in the
Diaspora unless the famine in Eretz Yisraelis so severe that adinar’s worth of wheat is sold at two dinarim. When do these
conditions apply? When one possesses financial resources and food is expensive. However, if food is inexpensive, but a
person cannot find financial resources or employment and has no money available, he may leave and go to any place where
he can find relief. Though it is permitted to leave Eretz Yisrae/under these circumstances, it is not pious behavior. Behold,



Machlon and Kilyon were two of the great men of the generation and they left Eretz Yisrael only out of great distress.
Nevertheless, they were found worthy of death by G-d.
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¢ Fleeing out of Fear within Israel (Based on Laws of War)
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The officers tell the people: R. Akiva said “the afraid one and the soft of heart” — as it sounds — that he cannot stand war
and seeing the drawn sword. R. Yosi HaGlili said “the afraid one and the soft of heart” — this is one who fears his sins.
Therefore, the Torah allowed all these to return for him.
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We are warned not to fear the heretics during war and not to flee from them. We are obligated to overcome and stand and
streghthen ourselves in front of the nation. Anyone who turns around and flees has already violated the prohibition of do
not be frightened because of them. The prohibition was repeated “don’t fear them”, and repeated many times. Meaning,
don’t flee and turn back in the time of war. This way, to you can keep the true faith.
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To whom does the phrase ’Is there a man who is afraid or faint-hearted]? refer? The phrase should be interpreted simply, as
applying to a person whose heart is not brave enough to stand in the throes of battle. Once a soldier enters the throes of
battle, he should rely on the Hope of Israel and their Savior in times of need. He should realize that he is fighting for the
sake of the oneness of G-d’s Name. Therefore, he should place his soul in his hand and not show fright or fear. He should
not worry about his wife or children. On the contrary, he should wipe their memory from his heart, removing all thoughts
from his mind except the war. Anyone who begins to feel anxious and worry in the midst of battle to the point where he
frightens himself violates a negative commandment, as it is written (Deuteronomy 20: 3): ‘Do not be faint-hearted. Do not
be afraid. Do not panic and do not break ranks before them.” Furthermore, he is responsible for the blood of the entire
Jewish nation. If he is not valiant, if he does not wage war with all his heart and soul, it is considered as if he shed the blood
of the entire people, as 7bid. 20: 8 states: 'Let him go home, lest he demoralize the hearts of his brethren like his own.’
Similarly, the prophetic tradition explicitly states: '‘Cursed be he who does G-d’s work deceitfully. Cursed be he who
withholds his sword from blood.” Jeremiah 48: 10 In contrast, anyone who fights with his entire heart, without fear, with the
intention of sanctifying G-d’s name alone, can be assured that he will find no harm, nor will bad overtake him. He will be
granted a proper family in Israel and gather merit for himself and his children forever. He will also merit eternal life in

the world to come as | Samuel 25: 28-29 states: 'G-d will certainly make my lord a faithful house, for my lord fights the wars
of G-d and evil will not be found with you... and my lord’s soul will be bound in a bond of life with G-d./
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1. Thinking Fast, and Slowby Daniel Kahanemen
In today’s world, terrorists are the most significant practitioners of the art of inducing availability cascades. With a few
horrible exceptions such as 9/11, the number of casualties from terror attacks is very small relative to other causes of death.
Even in countries that have been targets of intensive terror campaigns, such as Israel, the weekly number of casualties
almost never came close to the number of traffic deaths. The difference is in the availability of the two risks, the ease and
the frequency with which they come to mind. Gruesome images, endlessly repeated in the media, cause everyone to be on
edge. As I know from experience, it is difficult to reason oneself into a state of complete calm. Terrorism speaks directly
to System 1.
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Email by Rabbi Mosheh Lichtenstein to Rabbinic Alumni of Yeshivat Har Etzion, October 19, 2015 (Shared with
permission)

Regarding the security situation and our expectations from bnei medinat hayam. I will not enter here into the issue of
Aliyah but will set forth my expectations in the present.

Aside from tefilot and experiencing the pain and the loss of every wounded and murdered terror victim, what I expect of
frum chutz lavertz Jewry is to shoulder their part of the burden. I do not need sympathy about how difficult life is here since
it is not too difficult and I certainly do not need or like solidarity delegations which are nothing more than glorified photo-
ops that contribute nothing of substance to anybody except travel agents. What I do expect is that those who in the normal
course of affairs would have come to Israel should continue doing so. For instance, 12th graders should continue
interviewing for Israeli schools, families who planned on coming for Pesach should finalize their reservations etc. I also
expect rabbanim to get this message across. The name of the game to defeat this current wave of terror, as the previous
ones, is resilience and the way to achieve it is by continuing our daily and yearly routines - not out of apathy but out of
determination - and to go through with our plans. I have no complaint whatsoever towards someone who is not here at the
moment (setting aside the Aliyah issue) but if someone is here and leaves because of the terror or summons his child back
home, I consider him a deserter in the midst of battle. If he is too overwhelmed, he may be a yareh verach halevav and we’ll
manage without him, but let’s make it clear that he is indeed leaving the battlefield to others rather than standing up for E.Y.
I am not asking of you what I do not demand of myself - my wife travels daily, I have not cancelled any planned trips to
anywhere, my children continue their lives as normal, including travel for leisure and recreation etc. We expect of bnei
chutz laaretz the same regarding their plans to visit, learn etc. in Israel.



