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Unit 8.1 - The Witch of Eindor (Perek 28)

David in Achish’s Employ
This is a test of Davids Loyalty. What is he doing siding with Shaul?

1. Mallim 28:2

(ORI T DINOY INYTA NN KD D 1WA 210 T NN NNKRY) WIOK NIND 12N WKL TIT IR
,NKD WML, NIIN 1IRIDIND 1NXY NIX NYY

NIN NNV VTN P NYINYN an P1TTY 7I0XND XD 1D XY 772V vy AWK NN VTN NNN 129
TIPYN PN NN

Shaul's Abandoned State

Why is this battle different that he is scared?
2. Metzudos 28:5

111 DY DNWOYA PNIY ab L TInm N

Why does H’ not answer him?

3. Rafgag 28:6

A1 122 D D'MINA DR ORWI MO wTpn M1 1OY NN XY 1ND DY NN ROY NN
DY NADN NN X T DY NN DNN LONIM D2IWNN DININ N2 1NY DININ 1Y 21 DINY
D'N20N T DY MY ROW Nm KXD32) 1M TN MADN NY IXIPN IX DINY XDN NMIYN 1R KOW
:DNX2)N NPNY NN XM DTPY IN) 0M™Ma1 Dy

Shaul and the Witch of Ein Dor
Was Shaul going against Halacha?
4. Devarim 18:9-15

9 When you enter the land that the LORD your God is 1D POON MWK YIRDTON N2 NAN D
giving you, you shall not learn to imitate the abhorrent ‘DN DN N2YIND My TIN"NY 12
practices of those nations.

10 Let no one be found among you who consigns his son DDP WK1 1A21712 1°2YN ]2 RYNRY
or daughter to the fire, or who is an augur, a AY2IN WNam 1wn DNDP
soothsayer, a diviner, a sorcerer,

11 one who casts spells, or one who consults ghosts or YT YT 2K YNV 120 12m
familiar spirits, or one who inquires of the dead. D NND™ON

12 For anyone who does such things is abhorrent to the 59321 NN NWY-H2 M NaIn—a
LORD, and it is because of these abhorrent things that DDIX W IN 'R9X MY NPRN NWAIRN
the LORD your God is dispossessing them before you. 1Man
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13 You must be wholehearted with the LORD your God. (D) :IPNOX M DY N'NN DD

14 Those nations that you are about to dispossess do DNIN W1 NRX WK NORD DMAN 102
indeed resort to soothsayers and augurs; to you, 12 N2 NRXWNRY? DMNDPON DIVNTIN
however, the LORD your God has not assigned the like. POON M 1210)

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet N 79 0P N2 DKM J21PN K)
from among your own people, like myself; him you shall MPYNYNR 1IN PION
heed.

What are all these different practices?

5. Rashi, Devarim 18:11

AYY MNYN N'23 NRN DN N2Y0 1PNYN 1270 DIN'S INWY Mayan N .2IX YR

OR A CONSULTER OF THE SPIRIT 218 — This is a kind of sorcery brought about by a spirit
whose name is D1N'a (in Greek: TOEov) who speaks out of his (the charmer’s) arm-pit, having
raised a corpse beneath his arm-pit (Sifrei Devarim 172:2).

(DY) Mayon T 5y DXV 127N 12 1N V1T MY N0 DXY DIIN .y

YT is one who puts a bone of an animal, the name of which is VAT, into his mouth and the
bone speaks by way of sorcery (Sanhedrin 65a; cf. Rashi on Leviticus 19:31

(DY) N21a2332 OXWIN 1MNI1] N2YAN A2 .0 NN aT
V) N212222 SRYINM 1MI1I12 NYYND 12 .0NNN DX wIN

Dnnn DX w1 OR ANECROMANCER — as, for instance, one who raises a corpse, placing it
on his genitals, or who consults a skull (Sifrei Devarim 172:4; cf. Sanhedrin 65b).
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So, did Shaul go that far to transgress even Halacha in doing this?

6. 1 Divrei Hgyumim 10:13-14

13 Saul died for the trespass that he had committed against
the LORD in not having fulfilled the command of the
LORD; moreover, he had consulted a ghost to seek
advice,

14 and did not seek advice of the LORD; so He had him slain

and the kingdom transferred to David son of Jesse.

7. Obr Hachaim, Devarim 18:14

N2 SYn WK YN NRY N2
XYY DN MYTRD WK i 13Ty
W17TY X2

2PN NN NN YITRN
whia 'rn'rb 13]5)’)1 nN

DINYNN VY D DINYAN DNY 1T AN DX DapH vinwh 0nd wr pr1a aynw? " 0Man 2
M1 D'PN NI KON 1D 19 MTNVvn NYNN KNN XD 2171°a 12 XD NN Ot vy nn

INSwNAN NNN PNYNX N T DIN) KON DMND N A¥N2A 1N 1A, 10112 KD TN DOy nin X
(21" Naw) 5"MwTY 11,1031 NN NNY 52 ('N DYNN) 1ININD DMYN N2X 221 Momn )
TA7TNA DN 1N 1790 MD DD NP 2'wnD K2 1 DPR X122 1IN )00 10K PN pIpaa
ONWWI DINY 12N 12W 01,100 PN K1) K NTY ,OXIW 12 PRY N MTDYN WTY T
DN T N2 DAK N2) D'P'W DIpNA KOX MYT IN 2IX DIRWDY "N IDR KD D (0D K"w) 21X Ndyaa

Did this really happen supernaturally?
8. Rambam, Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 11:16

All of these things are false and spurious, and it was with
such that the ancient idolaters misled the peoples of many
lands so that they be following them. And it is unbecoming to
Israel who are exceedingly wise to be attracted by these
absurdities, nor to even imagine that they are of any
consequence, even as it is said: "For there is no enchantment
with Jacob, neither is there any divination with Israel" (Num.
23.23); and it is again said: "For these nations that thou art to
dispossess, hearken unto soothsayers and unto diviners, but
as for thee the Lord thy God hath not suffered thee so to

do" (Deut. 18.14). Whosoever believes in these matters, and
their like, and suppose that there is wisdom and truth in in
them, save that the Torah disallowed them, such are none
other save from among the foolish and ignorant and are to be
included among women and children whose mind is not
sound. But wise and sound-minded people know that all
these matters which the Torah disallowed are not matters of
wisdom but formless nonsense followed by senseless people
for the sake of which they abandoned every path of truth.
Even because thereof the Torah, in admonishing against all
these vanities, commanded, saying: "Perfect shalt thou be
with the Lord thy God" (Ibid. 18.13).
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9. Maaseh Rokeiach, ad loc.

11N2 21X NHY2 DY OINYT NwyYNT DN D'MNN 02T NIXIY L1012 1/pw AT 1912 19N DN
1IN NI DN DPNNK DATY N0 NMMPN NN 121 INK NYYNN 'Y pab 'N P1Daa
TV N2 9T D'WIann 1N1MYNI 1201 NYyn SY XOnNa 1wy Davd 1Y X1pl nnd 10 D)
1NV DN POW ATOM 1pWN XIN NN XINK X10DN TYN DNY 8% KOX NN 1°271 N1ND NN
' N2 DNMIVN IYNN WNIND NN PNND XD RN M) DPN NDON DI NeATPT X1vDN
INOTT P WM M RTNIDAY 127 TWDY UK T PR NINITN 1)K NF YD DV LT NN

10. Radvaz, Responsa 1, 1000, 67

W UITNIN
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Unit 8.2 The Danger of Communicating with the Dead
Shmuel Responds

Why was Shmuel upset?

11. Metzudos 28:15

MMPNN YIR AN (1 D 21KX) 11D ,NNINN MpNn NTINN DY1N 1Y NN

12. Radak 28:15

NIN TN DY N2D N0 PTN DI MNTNA XN DTV TNA N wIAT NNINN MK MoOyno
DT MK P

Why does Shaul change the order of who he has asked?
13. Malbim 28:15

D'N'219 MNMOSN D TPNY 1KY Y12y MndM 0K 1TDN 2WM) 19 Y1 10D Nt Ty 1Y KN
127D ONINON 1Y NN DY w120 DK 1O KD 101,(" 9"D) M TN dwann Sy nn Ny
nr T (M2127T P"93) N2125 DNIIT1MIN

Why is he speaking in the 3rd person?
14. Metzudos 28:17
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N21Y5 X5 N21Y 12T NIpnn 11712 2 19 121D LYan am ;MY DINN YT Y 'n wun
NN MIYa

What was Shmuel’s Message?
15. Radak 28:19

N YV NNNHYNY TINY 12w "NNMIND MY 12 11T NN IRY 1N 0NN 1NNY .Y 721 NN
YNNIV 10W211WIT 101 DPYTNN NXMNA MY NN DININ 1 210 W 72 1912 NN X5 mind
7971922 NW 2T 1YY P1pad My NT12ND NYYN 1MK 1Y 1920N) DN 12T X1 11 Nwyna
MY 12N XD MNW Y 1K YN MY 9"YN bwan xam 1Y Pomn 1a wranm 127 neavin Yow i
DN DN MNY DX NNRNOYNA 719119 NN DA Y2 SV nnndnNa ny N Nna

What did Shaul’s Family or Israel do to deserve this?
16. Malfim 28:19

APAM INXD 2D DY DYN YN D ,KLNAIANNY) IWKL ,DNYYa T2 iy YN NN O 1O
mnnd ond n'm

Shaul’s Reaction
What does she mean?

17. Metzudos 28:21

MIPAN 12,192 NN IWNI D19Y X1 M2 1922 NN 12T TMIND 17D MY NXT 0822 'wa) D'WN)
SINY NINY 1TV YT XY DDpN NV 2 ,7500 DINTN MY MY NI WA)

Do Dead People Know What is Going
on?
18. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 186-194

AND 1YY 1WA N (22, T 21K) 22N KM YT K9 TR 9K
w22 LNNI NNY NN NYP PNX? 127 1K YANN 1YY Iwan
mnn

WT KD KPINNT KWWY WTINTT KIYXD NN

"7 27Y2 Y 11T 1Y TNX T'DNA NPYN XN KN
ynei miapn N"22119 1M InwN InvIpm NN awa
IN12 NN NNIANY XTN NN Y Ir MIapny nmia Ny
DYIVY N2 NMIYMA N TN "NNNA YR DHiva biwn
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WX NYNMY NXY NN NN 12D XONX DD YW NHXNNI NNap XY ND1D 21N NN N NN
YW nyny NY NINK TIA1AN MNNKN TIVNY NN 'N12N NN12N N9 NN 1IN NLRA X1 N2Yn
NY 1YY NPYH 1m0 DHvn Y2 HY Nw ny1a1a van Xin 5N 1NN NpYN 712 NN Y1112 V1

npoY

NN12NY XTN NINK AT DY T MIapNy MM DY MK Yy Mapn 02219 150 DInNxn mawd
79 NN 72 XY N1AN 1Y NINK DYYY X1 NMIYNA NN TAAN NINNA YN DYya v 'X1]
NLYY N25N D NN NI TYMY DIRY NN NIXK DY KON DI YW NOXNINI NMAP IRY DD N
Y1172 Y Yow nyny 1Y NINK TINanN "NNKN NYNY NN N1aN NN1an N NanN Nk
QT XY 1581 9T 1910 DYV DI HY NN NIY1212 VAN 1ONNIMN NpYN NaTY miw

1212 DOvN 52 Sw rwayr npd KO O npH 1910 0OwwnN K2 SY TPRWN NN an 1NWN 1Y NN
IMYNK "2 NLLP NYAIY TY DVLVIN DN 1N XY 1INMK YO DM2TN DD 1Y ND 9TWI KD D TR)
DM YW NOXNNI NNAP X'NY TN IXINI 2D NY NINK N2 NN DY NNX 121 T'DNOINN Y

12 'N12N 1Y NN T DY 1T MIADNY MM MmN yngr M1apn 111219 790 DINRN vy
12W DMAT NN N1AN 1Y IR DYYY K2 NIYNA 1N TIAN MMNKN YNw 0%y iwn
WT NNYN DPNN P2 WNwI 120 1Y

1Y MN DTN W KIINN WX XNOT

MNNT NN WT ROT MINANT KI'N 1AXN NN 19DN 19X INN INK 1aDNN YD pny 1271 INN ...
N2 NN KN WTT
The Gemara relates a story on this topic: The sons of Rabbi Hiyya went out to the villages to oversee the
laborers. They forgot what they had learned and were struggling to recall it. One of them said to the
other: Does our deceased father know of our anguish? The other said to him: From where would he
know? Isn’t it written: “His sons are honored yet he shall not know it, they come to sorrow and he shall
not understand them” (Job 14:21)? The dead do not know.

The other said back to him: And do the dead truly not know? Isn’t it written: “Only in his flesh does he
feel pain, in his soul does he mourn”(Job 14:22)? Based on this verse Rabbi Yitzhak

said: Gnawing maggots are as excruciating to the dead as the stab of a needle to the flesh of the

living. The dead must have the capacity to feel and know.

In order to reconcile this contradiction they said: They know of their own pain but do not know of the
pain of others.

The Gemara challenges this: And is it so that the dead donot know of the pain of others? Wasn't it

taught in a baraita: There was an incident involving a pious man who gave a poor man a dinar on the eve
of Rosh HaShana during drought years, and his wife mocked him for giving so large a sum at so difficult
a time? And in order to escape her incessant mockeryhe went and slept in the cemetery. That night in his
dream (Ritva, HaKotev, Maharsha), he heard two spirits conversing with each other. One said to the
other: My friend, let us roam the world and hear from behind the heavenly curtain [pargod], which
separates the Divine Presence from the world, what calamity will befall the world. The other spirit said to
her: I cannot go with you, as I am buried in a mat of reeds, but you go, and tell me what you hear. She
went, and roamed, and came back. The other spirit said: My friend, what did you hear from behind the
heavenly curtain? She replied: I heard that anyone who sows during the first rainy season of this

year, hailwill fall and strike his crops. Hearing this, the pious man went and sowed his seeds during the
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second rainy season. Ultimately, the crops of the entire world were stricken by hail and his crops were not
stricken.

The following year, on the eve of Rosh HaShana, the same pious man went and slept in the cemetery at
his own initiative, and again he heard the two spirits conversing with each other. One said to the other:
Let us roam the world and hear from behind the heavenly curtain what calamity will befall the world.
She said to her: My friend, have I not already told you that I cannot, as I am buried in a mat of reeds?
Rather, you go, and tell me what you hear. She went, and roamed, and returned. The other spirit said to
her: My friend, what did you hear from behind the curtain? She said to her: I heard that those who sow
during the second rainy season blight will strike his crops. That pious man went and sowed during the
first rainy season. Since everyone else sowed during the second rainy season, ultimately, the crops of the

entire world were blighted and his crops were not blighted.

The pious man’swife said to him: Why is it that last year, the crops of the entire world were stricken and
yours were not stricken, and now this year, the crops of the entire world were blighted and yours were
not blighted? He related to her the entire story. They said: It was not even a few days later that a quarrel
fell between the pious man’s wife and the mother of the young woman who was buried there. The pious
man’s wife said to her scornfully: Go and I will show you your daughter, and you will see that she is
buried in a mat of reeds.

The following year, he again went and slept in the cemetery, and heard the same spirits conversing with
each other. One said to the other: My friend, let us roam the world and hear from behind the heavenly
curtain what calamity will befall the world. She said to her: My friend, leave me alone, as words that we
have privately exchanged between us have already been heard among the living. Apparently, the

dead know what transpires in this world.

The Gemara responds: This is no proof; perhaps another person, who heard about the conversation of the
spirits secondhand, died and he went and told them that they had been overheard.

On this subject, Rabbi Yitzhak said: Anyone who speaks negatively after the deceased it is as if he speaks
after the stone. The Gemara offers two interpretations of this: Some say this is because the dead do not
know, and some say that they know, but they do not care that they are spoken of in such a manner.

19. Raﬁag, 1 Shmuel 28:19

MNT MPAD MIXRWY YN IWK XONN NYNNN 1MY1A M )MN2 00N PN 5™ .my 721 NN NN
1INV NN 1aY AN MY NN MNN NN YSNINYY 1IN VANY 120 'K TNND Papn ,DNNNna YTneiw
Y2 1IN 1TYN DY DIRWD wamn NAT 1NN V1Y 12w D) 1 MNNON 1aDn Mwa nmnm nX1IN 1Myn
1IYN DINAY 7N 1aY MR NINY T2 1NN 1IN NINDYND MYNARA YW 12N PR WD papm ,NaTn
NY INNN 71T Y 2 NPKRIN PaPn 1NN DININ NN, MNNYN 1aDn Iwn 1NN MyTnn 19X
1721 1N 11T MYYan HY¥1a192 Nt N YaX INRN 71T HY SIREHY 1127170 Yan X5 unn ndvin
NI NN N2 1Y NN DIRY 1D K1 INMINY NN 1M PN papn DN L NIWRIN Papn MmN T¥N A
MM YNINY 12N 1Y NIRDTY M YYan Nm 1NT MINMYVNN DY NI DN 9INY DN 1INRKD

MNONN NON D DY TITO MINY 1KY 112 MTY NN NN N2YNNN VIR 71AN DYNY DN 1Y INInY
D211 DMATN 1YX Y2 NYIYAN DIRM 1WAN 1IN 1D 1NN TIT DY 712N DYN DN PN 1Y INan M
TIX D) ‘1NN 1K X1 N1 NN N2 TXN PN N9 W DNXP O 0N 1Y DY) 1N DNXP N9
15 NINTIN a0 DOW 191N MPAD 19K 11MN 1822 12 MY I NNN NN D NwYa T SXwr
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