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Unit 8.1 - The Witch of Eindor (Perek 28)

David in Achish’s Employ
This is a test of Davids Loyalty. What is he doing siding with Shaul?

1. Mallim 28:2

(ORI T DINOY INYTA NN KD D 1WA 210 T NN NNKRY) WIOK NIND 12N WKL TIT IR
,NKD WML, NIIN 1IRIDIND 1NXY NIX NYY

NIN NNV VTN P NYINYN an P1TTY 7I0XND XD 1D XY 772V vy AWK NN VTN NNN 129
TIPYN PN NN

Shaul's Abandoned State

Why is this battle different that he is scared?
2. Metzudos 28:5

111 DY DNWOYA PNIY ab L TInm N

Why does H’ not answer him?

3. Rafgag 28:6

A1 122 D D'MINA DR ORWI MO wTpn M1 1OY NN XY 1ND DY NN ROY NN
DY NADN NN X T DY NN DNN LONIM D2IWNN DININ N2 1NY DININ 1Y 21 DINY
D'N20N T DY MY ROW Nm KXD32) 1M TN MADN NY IXIPN IX DINY XDN NMIYN 1R KOW
:DNX2)N NPNY NN XM DTPY IN) 0M™Ma1 Dy

Shaul and the Witch of Ein Dor
Was Shaul going against Halacha?
4. Devarim 18:9-15

9 When you enter the land that the LORD your God is 1D POON MWK YIRDTON N2 NAN D
giving you, you shall not learn to imitate the abhorrent ‘DN DN N2YIND My TIN"NY 12
practices of those nations.

10 Let no one be found among you who consigns his son DDP WK1 1A21712 1°2YN ]2 RYNRY
or daughter to the fire, or who is an augur, a AY2IN WNam 1wn DNDP
soothsayer, a diviner, a sorcerer,

11 one who casts spells, or one who consults ghosts or YT YT 2K YNV 120 12m
familiar spirits, or one who inquires of the dead. D NND™ON

12 For anyone who does such things is abhorrent to the 59321 NN NWY-H2 M NaIn—a
LORD, and it is because of these abhorrent things that DDIX W IN 'R9X MY NPRN NWAIRN
the LORD your God is dispossessing them before you. 1Man
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13 You must be wholehearted with the LORD your God. (D) :IPNOX M DY N'NN DD

14 Those nations that you are about to dispossess do DNIN W1 NRX WK NORD DMAN 102
indeed resort to soothsayers and augurs; to you, 12 N2 NRXWNRY? DMNDPON DIVNTIN
however, the LORD your God has not assigned the like. POON M 1210)

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet N 79 0P N2 DKM J21PN K)
from among your own people, like myself; him you shall MPYNYNR 1IN PION
heed.

What are all these different practices?

5. Rashi, Devarim 18:11

AYY MNYN N'23 NRN DN N2Y0 1PNYN 1270 DIN'S INWY Mayan N .2IX YR

OR A CONSULTER OF THE SPIRIT 218 — This is a kind of sorcery brought about by a spirit
whose name is D1N'a (in Greek: TOEov) who speaks out of his (the charmer’s) arm-pit, having
raised a corpse beneath his arm-pit (Sifrei Devarim 172:2).

(DY) Mayon T 5y DXV 127N 12 1N V1T MY N0 DXY DIIN .y

YT is one who puts a bone of an animal, the name of which is VAT, into his mouth and the
bone speaks by way of sorcery (Sanhedrin 65a; cf. Rashi on Leviticus 19:31

(DY) N21a2332 OXWIN 1MNI1] N2YAN A2 .0 NN aT
V) N212222 SRYINM 1MI1I12 NYYND 12 .0NNN DX wIN

Dnnn DX w1 OR ANECROMANCER — as, for instance, one who raises a corpse, placing it
on his genitals, or who consults a skull (Sifrei Devarim 172:4; cf. Sanhedrin 65b).
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So, did Shaul go that far to transgress even Halacha in doing this?

6. 1 Divrei Hgyumim 10:13-14

13 Saul died for the trespass that he had committed against
the LORD in not having fulfilled the command of the
LORD; moreover, he had consulted a ghost to seek
advice,

14 and did not seek advice of the LORD; so He had him slain

and the kingdom transferred to David son of Jesse.

7. Obr Hachaim, Devarim 18:14

N2 SYn WK YN NRY N2
XYY DN MYTRD WK i 13Ty
W17TY X2

2PN NN NN YITRN
whia 'rn'rb 13]5)’)1 nN

DINYNN VY D DINYAN DNY 1T AN DX DapH vinwh 0nd wr pr1a aynw? " 0Man 2
M1 D'PN NI KON 1D 19 MTNVvn NYNN KNN XD 2171°a 12 XD NN Ot vy nn

INSwNAN NNN PNYNX N T DIN) KON DMND N A¥N2A 1N 1A, 10112 KD TN DOy nin X
(21" Naw) 5"MwTY 11,1031 NN NNY 52 ('N DYNN) 1ININD DMYN N2X 221 Momn )
TA7TNA DN 1N 1790 MD DD NP 2'wnD K2 1 DPR X122 1IN )00 10K PN pIpaa
ONWWI DINY 12N 12W 01,100 PN K1) K NTY ,OXIW 12 PRY N MTDYN WTY T
DN T N2 DAK N2) D'P'W DIpNA KOX MYT IN 2IX DIRWDY "N IDR KD D (0D K"w) 21X Ndyaa

Did this really happen supernaturally?
8. Rambam, Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 11:16

All of these things are false and spurious, and it was with
such that the ancient idolaters misled the peoples of many
lands so that they be following them. And it is unbecoming to
Israel who are exceedingly wise to be attracted by these
absurdities, nor to even imagine that they are of any
consequence, even as it is said: "For there is no enchantment
with Jacob, neither is there any divination with Israel" (Num.
23.23); and it is again said: "For these nations that thou art to
dispossess, hearken unto soothsayers and unto diviners, but
as for thee the Lord thy God hath not suffered thee so to

do" (Deut. 18.14). Whosoever believes in these matters, and
their like, and suppose that there is wisdom and truth in in
them, save that the Torah disallowed them, such are none
other save from among the foolish and ignorant and are to be
included among women and children whose mind is not
sound. But wise and sound-minded people know that all
these matters which the Torah disallowed are not matters of
wisdom but formless nonsense followed by senseless people
for the sake of which they abandoned every path of truth.
Even because thereof the Torah, in admonishing against all
these vanities, commanded, saying: "Perfect shalt thou be
with the Lord thy God" (Ibid. 18.13).
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9. Maaseh Rokeiach, ad loc.

11N2 21X NHY2 DY OINYT NwyYNT DN D'MNN 02T NIXIY L1012 1/pw AT 1912 19N DN
1IN NI DN DPNNK DATY N0 NMMPN NN 121 INK NYYNN 'Y pab 'N P1Daa
TV N2 9T D'WIann 1N1MYNI 1201 NYyn SY XOnNa 1wy Davd 1Y X1pl nnd 10 D)
1NV DN POW ATOM 1pWN XIN NN XINK X10DN TYN DNY 8% KOX NN 1°271 N1ND NN
' N2 DNMIVN IYNN WNIND NN PNND XD RN M) DPN NDON DI NeATPT X1vDN
INOTT P WM M RTNIDAY 127 TWDY UK T PR NINITN 1)K NF YD DV LT NN

10. Radvaz, Responsa 1, 1000, 67
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