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Mitzvah of the Week: Parashat Shemot — The Mitzvah to be Different
R. Judah Kerbel ~ Queens Jewish Center ~5781
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Rav Binyamin Tabory, The Weekly Mitzvah, Jewish Language and Clothing
In our world today, when so much of Torah literature is available in translation, one might

wonder how important it is to study lashon ha-kodesh. In truth, however, besides the fact that
much of Torah has not been translated, it is obviously better to study Torah in the original. The
nuances and style of language are lost in translation. Le-havdil (to separate the holy from the
secular), if one reads Shakespeare in translation, does he get the full meaning and depth of that
literature?


https://www.etzion.org.il/en/parashat-shemot-jewish-language-and-clothing

Rabbi Levi Greenberg, Chabad.org

Understanding the language of our tradition has always been a challenge, but never a barrier, to
Torah study. Obviously, to render a halachic ruling or to develop an authoritative interpretation
in Torah, one must be sufficiently fluent in the original. However, there is plenty of Torah to be
learned in a plethora of languages. I encourage you to embark on the journey of Torah discovery
and allow Hebrew to come with time.
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https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2819441/jewish/Must-I-Learn-Hebrew.htm
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