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suggests that there was no cre-
ation and that the universe’s ex-
istence is infinite”

63, The Rabbi said: “One
cannot fault Greek phi-
losophers for their mistaken be-
liefs. After all, they are a nation
which never inherited Divine
wisdom [related to creation] or
Torah. The Greeks derive from
the descendants of [Noach’s
son] Yefes, who hail from the
north.5 The Divinely inspired
wisdom of which we speak,
which was passed down from
Adam, went only to [Noack’s son} Shem, who was the elite descendant®® of
Noach. This wisdom has never ceased nor will it ever cease from mankind.
Even the wisdom which the Greeks do possess was only acquired by them
after they conquered the Persian empire and adopted their wisdom, Persia,
in turn, had acquired its knowledge from the Babylonian empire.”” Greek
philosophers, then, made their appearance only after that point in history
when Persia was conquered. And later, when the Roman empire conquered

55, “The descendants of Yefes settled in the norihern parts of the civilized world, aiid
Chant's descendants settled in the south. Shem alone, among the sonslof MNoach, chos
the central part of the civilized world, namely, Erctz-Yisrael and Its environs (see K:zmj
1:95). ‘The Near East was where all miraculous and prophetic experiences F)ccurrc N
cluding the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. Anyone who was not living in those.raf
during those times would not be privy to these experiences. 4
56, This goes back to the Rabbi’s statement in 1:47. . ,AI

57, The Babylenian empire in turn acquired its wisdom from jts captive natlon, T8
The Rabbi later says this explicitly In 2:66.

of the universe—-despite the
philosophical  difliculties — in-
siead of strengthening his theory
of eternal existence, which is ac-
tually riddled with even greater
difficulties.”
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66, The Kuzari asked: “But

how can the mind enter-
tain an idea [creation] if the op-
posite [eternal existence] has al-
ready been proved?”

§7. ['The Rabhbi said: “When
was this issue ever
proved? God forbid! The Torah

departures from nature, such as

new creations, or transformations of things,*® in order to teach about God'’s
wisdom and His ability to act upon His will at = desired time. [It is not true
that the eternal existence theory has already been proved;] the question as to
whether the universe was created or has always existed, timelessly, is a decp
ane, and there are valid, logical arguments that can be made [or either side.
e Therefore, what tips the scales in favor of creation.is_a tradition_that_dates
from Adam to. Noach, and down to Moshe’s prophecies. That is undonhtedly
more reliable than logical arguments.

_.5 62, The Kuzari said: “Granted,
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only a few books, and those were
written by only a few individu-
als, Only the feebleminded will
be begniled by some of their as-
trology books—which record
events dating back tens of thou-
sands of years— or by works like
the Nabatean Book of AgricultureS
‘That particular work mentions the
names of Janbushar, Sagrit, and
Roanai, whe purportedly lived be-
fore Adam, They even allege that
Janbushar was Adam’s teacher,
among other such claims;”

I have tried to disprove
your thesis by bringing proof
frorn an und'iSciplined nation which cannot agree about their informatton,
However, what will you say about the Greels philosophers? They are famous
for their excellent research and exactitude. All of them agree that the world
has always existed, without a beginning.3! This is much more than saying
that the world is tens— or even thousands — of thousands of years old; it

53. See Moreh 3:29-30, where Rambam discusses this particular work. He says that it had
been iranslated into Arabic and was very popular. 1t is a bool on the occull, supersition,
and idel worship, and Is called the Book of Agricuiture because the Nabateans believed
that the only way to successfully work the soil was to first appense the celestial gods — the
sun and the stars. (See also Moreh 3:37.) The Nabateans were a Semitic peaple who lived
in the ancient territory of Edom in Transjordan. Their recoided history beging as eatly as
the fourth century BCE, and they faded out of history with the advent of Tslam,

54. 'There is, however, disagreement between pre-Aristatelian philosaphers and Aristotle
as to the exact nature of the eternity of the universe, For a discussion of this subject, see
Moreh 2:13. The Rabbi will discuss this later in 1:67.

the Greek empire, no philosopher
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64. The Kuzari said: “[Just be-

cause Greeks were not part
of this ‘elite’ transmission of wis-
dom,] is that reason enough to re-
Ject Aristotle’s great wisdom?”

65, The Rabbi answered: “Yes,
it is. Aristotle was forced

to exert his mental efforts regard-
ing the universe because he did
nof have any reliable tradition
from his forefathers, He there-
fore contemplated the erigin and
end of the universe.% it was very
difficult for him to fathom a be-
ginning to the universe, while at
the same time it was difficult ta
fathom the theory of an eternal, timeless universe without beginning, But
eventually, using reason alone as his guide, he decided to subscribe to the
theory of eternal existence, He never saw any reason to ask earlier genera-
tlons about the age of the universe or how mankind came into existence.
Had Aristotle been a part of (he nation that inherited a tradition of wisdom
[about creation], which was so thoroughly accepied and deeply embedded,
he would have exerted his efforts toward strengthening belef in creation



1:73

as a result of its physicality, it is
lowly and disgraceful. Granted,
the creations in this world are
fascinating; [but if you want io
suggest that it is maw's sophisti-
cated make-up that allows God
to communicate with him, then
why limit God’s connection to
man alone?] Bven in the small-
est of insects God’s unfathom-
able wisdom is apparent.”

69, The Rabbi said: “This

does not require a lengthy
answer. The wisdom that you see
involved in the creation of an ant,
for example—do you attribute
this wisdom to some star or other
heavenly force other than God,
Who is truly omnipotent and ex-
act, and Who provides each and
every thing with its exact prop-
erties?”

70.
71.
72.
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The Kuzari said: “These properties are attributed to nature”
The Rabbi asked: “And what exactly is ‘nafure’s”

The Kuzari said: “It is a certain force within the universe which, I

grant you, I do not understand clearly, But the wise scientists know

precisely what it is.”

773, 'The Rabbi said: “Their understanding of nature is just as nebu-

lous as ours. Aristotle defined it a bit by stating that nature is th
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12 “[Until now, however,

I have been addressing only
Aristotle’s belief in eternal ex-
istence. Other philosophers,
while still believing in eter-
nal existence, nevertheless
believe that the universe in
its current form was shaped
rom some primordial mat-
"V tepatsome point in history.]®!
Were_a Jew of faith tn helieve
in_some primordial_matier
that. God used to create the
current. universe, and that
this_primordial_matter had
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been used previously to create other universes as well, this would not con-
stitnie.a defect of faith. Ultimately; he would still believe that this world had
been created at some finite time, and that humankind stemmed from the first

people, Adam and Chavah (Eve)"62

68, The Kuzari said: “I have been sufficiently convinced in this area, If

our relationship continues, I will ask you later to pravide me with
stronger proofs,®? In the meantime, return to your main point. I do not un-
derstand how you were able to accept the fellowing ideology. You believe
that the Creator of all physical bodies, [ife forces, souls, and angels, Who
is well beyond the comprehension of angelic creatures let alone the human
senses, communes [via man] with this physical world, despite the fact that,

61. This is the Platonic model of creation, discussed in Moreh {2:13}. See note 54, above.
62, Rambam in Mereh (2:25) states the same idea, He concludes by saying that singe we
haxmulugigal{phllm.gghwﬁlﬂiﬂmgwm the_Platonic madel of a primordial mass,
Tevs adiere to the traditional helief of creation ex nibila (yesh mehyin).

63. This will take place later in the book, Kuzari 5:17.
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