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97, The Kuzari said: “Be careful, Rabbi, that you do not overstate the

. praise of your people and overlook the well-known account of their
rebellion during this period of miracles, For I have heard that in the midst of
all this they made a Goiden Calf and worshipped it instead of God 01

93, The Rabbi said: “The severity of their sin was magnified because
" of their greatness.'” Great indeed is one whose sins are eny.

merated *103

1 94, The Kuzari said: “You say
this only out of your fa-
: vorable bias toward your people.

What greater sin is there than

idolatry? What greatness (iould

possibly remain after that? , -
96 The Kuzari said: “I grant 4918 530 DY IIY 1Y K .ﬂ’lﬂﬂ?iﬁ:] L&“f
you that they inher iy oy DI DON Y2BY

ited their greatness from Adam, .
and that Adam was the most perfect of all creatures, and that your nation

was worthy of achieving move greatness than anyone else in the v.vorld. Bl—l;lt
still —how could there be any remnant of greatness after this sin [of the

Golden Calf]?”

Q7  [1The Rabbi said: “In those days, every people worshipped ifnages.
" Bvenif philosophers had been able to prove to evelr}fon.e th; e;us‘te'nccf

of the one omnipotent God, they still would not heive relmqmshe‘ their nnd

ages. This is because they would foeus their attentions upen the image, an
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(2} “[During this period in
histary,] Israel was waiting for
that which Moshe had promised ta bring down to them from God — same-
thing that they could see and focus upen, just as they had focused upon the
pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire when they left Egypt. They would gaze
and concentrate upon the pillars, and would exalt them by bowing down to

God’s presence in front of them. They behaved the same way with the pillar

; of cloud that descended upon Moshe when God spoke with hins, 17
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Commandments, and Mashe as-
cended the mountain to bring down
the engraved tablets and place then
inan Ark, The objective was o have
some tangible jten; thay they could
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(8] “Their sin, therefore,
den 1o them, They further g

they themselves had constructed

was the making of ap image which was forbid.-
nned by ascribing Divinity t¢ something which
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focus upon —semething that way]d
contain fa recopd of] the covenant
between God and Israel 28 a5y o
Divine [new) creation, namely, the
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tablets themselves, Additionally, T T oPyh oyn el

there was 2 cloud of Divine glory OUTE) D wy b
that hovered above e Arlg, and the Tevn o 203 iy
Ark wag continually associated with - 513 1o
miracjeg, 129

4] “The people Patiently wajted
for Moshe o descend from the
mountajn, and they retained theijr

holy status all thjs time. They did
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;-l-m c:ange in their appearance, theiy Jewelry, or theijp clothes from thej
i ay at inai; .
rst day at Mount Sinai; they stayed where they were, awziting Moghe's

return. Moshe tarried for forty days, withoye

aving taken any Provisions

with him, Apd when he had first left them to ascend the mountain, it v
» 1t wag

with the understanding that he would return that very day!30f
fore assumed that he wgs dead]. 1t was then that ap evil

— they there.

though¢ overtook

TS DIRY 03 Mt nob
YW 2K v W N ey

AT 2 IND Y Shnn ug spby
NP2 WY obinn mbsnn by

without the sanction of God,
Their defense is that all this
arose as a result of a mass con-
fusion [due to Moshe’s apparent
death]. Furthermore, the number

(8] “This sin was not a departure from worshipping the God Who taok
them out of Egypt; rather, it was a revolt against a fraction of His com-
mandments. For God had commanded them nat o make images |repre-
senting Him], and they proceeded to make an image. They should have
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upon and follow. Ner should they it

continued waiting Instead of [re-




