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6. Shut Maharam MiRutenberg 59, translation Rabbi Phillip Moskowitz,
https://pdf.brsonline.org/YadrimTorahJournalOnline.pdf

A Jew asked Rabbi Meir, may he live [long]: Is penance required of someone who slaughtered his wife and four children
during the great massacre at Koblenz,4 the blood soaked city, because they asked him to kill them for they saw that the God’s
wrath had been kindled and the enemies [Christians] began slaughtering the children of the living God [i.e., Jews]|? He too
wished to kill himself [and die] with them, but God [wished otherwise] and saved him by the Gentiles [i.e., they stopped him
from killing himself |. And he [Rabbi Meir] wrote him: I'm at a loss as to how to rule. Certainly one who kills himself for the
Unity of God is permitted to do so, for it is written, “I might have thought [that even suicide in a case similar to Shaul’s] is
forbidden; the word ‘But’ comes to teach otherwise [i.e., that it is not forbidden|.” We further find the story of 400 boys and
girls who were captured for immoral purposes etc. and they threw themselves into the sea. And [the subsequent story in that
passage from Gittin of the mother of seven children who died for their faith and after witnessing their deaths] “she threw
herself off the roof and a Heavenly Voice went forth and said Happy is the mother of children (Tehillim 113:9).” And many
other [passages] like these. However, to kill other people requires further scrutiny to find allowance. One can’t bring any proof
that such killing is forbidden from [the story of | Shaul’s [death], i.c., from David’s killing the Amalekite convert [who
reported] “I killed the anointed of Hashem.” For perhaps the anointed of Hashem is different [i.e., one cannot kill an anointed
king, but others under these circumstances may be killed]. However the allowance in this matter is widespread and we find that
many great people regularly killed their sons and daughters. And Rabbi Kalonymos celebrated [them] in his dirge [beginning]
... And it would appear to me to bring a proof of its permissibility, just as we say that the verse [in Bereishit forbidding
suicide| authorizes it [under certain circumstances| on the basis of the story of Shaul, so we may say that it equally authorizes
one to kill another for the sake of kiddush Hashem, for we derive the injunction against murder from the concluding words of
that very same verse (Bereishit 9:5) ... And the exclusionary [i.e., permissive] “But” [in the verse] refers to both the beginning
and concluding [clauses of the sentence]. ... And whoever imposes upon him [the father| penance speaks evil of the pious of
preceding generations. Since his intention was to do good and he hurt those who were most dear to him only out of an
abundance of love for our Creator may He be blessed, and they begged him to do so ... And one should not be severe with
him [the father] at all May the Rock of Israel avenge our plight and the plight of his Torah and the plight of the blood of his
servants swiftly in our days, and may our eyes see it [God’s vengeance| and our hearts rejoice. MbB [Meir ben Barukh]|, may he
live (long)
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21. Dafyomi.co.il THE KORBAN OF THE ANGEL MICHA'EL
What exactly is the Korban that Micha'el offers in Shamayim?
(a) TOSFOS (DH u'Micha'el) mentions that the Midrash records different opinions about what Korban is brought. One
opinion says that this Korban refers to the souls of Tzadikim.



The ARUCH HA'SHULCHAN (OC 120:1) explains the significance of the Korban offered by Micha'el. Micha'el was
appointed as the "Kohen Gadol I'Ma'alah" when Aharon was appointed as the "Kohen Gadol I'Matah." The verse which
describes the inaugural Korbanos of the Mishkan alludes to this when it says, "Ki ha"Yom Hash-m Nir'ah Aleichem" -- "for
today Hash-m will be seen upon you" (Vayikra 9:4). Just as the letters of the word "Nit'ah" may be rearranged to form the
name "Aharon," the word "Aleichem" may be rearranged to form the name "Micha'el."

The Aruch ha'Shulchan writes that according to this explanation, when the Midrash says that the Neshamos of Tzadikim are
offered before Hash-m, it does not mean that they are sacrificed in the same way that one would sacrifice a Korban. Rather, it
means that they are brought close to Hash-m. (The word "Korban" comes from the root "Karov," which means "close" or
"near.") The souls of the Tzadikim are brought close to Hash-m so that they will enjoy the infinite pleasure of basking in the
light of Hash-m (see Berachos 17a; see also SHULCHAN ARUCH HA'RAV OC 120:1).

(b) Tosfos quotes a second opinion in the Midrash which says that Micha'el offers "sheep of fire" on the Mizbe'ach.

The TUR (OC 120) quotes this Midrash further as saying that because of these Korbanos offered in Shamayim, the Anshei
Keneses ha'Gedolah instituted in the Berachah of "Retzeh" the phrase, "v'Ishei Yisrael." There are different interpretations for
these words in the Shemoneh Esreh:

1. The BEIS YOSEF explains that when one says these words, he should have in mind that "v'Ishei Yisrael" means the "great
people (Tzadikim) of Yisrael," whose souls are offered as Korbanos in Shamayim (as the first opinion in the Midrash says).

2. Alternatively, the Beis Yosef says that one should have in mind that the words "Ishei" means "offerings," as in the verse,
"Ishei Re'ach Nicho'ach" -- "a fire-offering of a satisfying aroma" (Vayikra 1:9).

3. According to the second opinion in the Midrash, when one recites the words "v'Ishei Yisrael" in Shemoneh Esteh, he
should have in mind that Hash-m should accept the sheep of fire brought by Micha'el on behalf of the Jewish people.

4. Tosfos quotes another opinion which says that "v'Ishei Yisrael" refers to the Korbanos which we no longer bring, and
which we yearn to bring again when the Beis ha'Mikdash is rebuilt. According to this opinion, "v'Ishei Yisrael" is connected to
the previous statement, "And may you return the Avodah to the Beis ha'Mikdash and the Korbanos of Yisrael."

The TAZ (OC 120:1) questions this explanation. If the phrase "v'Ishei Yisrael" refers to the Korbanos, then the blessing
should read, "And may you return the Avodah and the Korbanos of Yisrael to the Beis ha'Mikdash," and not, "And may you
return the Avodah to the Beis ha'Mikdash and the Korbanos of Yisrael."

5. The Tur (OC 120) records another explanation for the words, "v'Ishei Yisrael." When there is no Beis ha'Mikdash, out
Tefilos take the place of Korbanos. We therefore pray that our Tefilos, which are now the "Ishei Yisrael," the fire-offerings of
Yisrael, should be accepted.

The Taz (OC 120:1) asks that this seems redundant. If "Ishei Yisrael" refers to our Tefilos, then why do we ask that the
"Tefilos of Yisrael (Ishei Yisrael) and their Tefilos" be accepted? The Taz suggests that one might answer that in this blessing
we are defining "Ishei Yisrael" as "Tefilasam." That is, we are saying, "And may you accept Ishei Yisrael, which are their
Tefilos." However, the Taz rejects this answer, because according to this explanation the wording of the blessing should be,
"v'Ishei Yisrael Tefilasam," without the word "and" ("u'Sefilasam") between "Ishei Yisrael" and "Tefilasam." The Taz
concludes that according to this explanation, the words "Ishei Yisrael" refer the prayers instituted to correspond to the
Korbanos (as desctibed in Berachos 26b), while "Tefilasam" includes all other Tefilos, such as personal prayers and those that
are not said as part of the instituted prayers in the prescribed time for Tefilah.

The Tur records all of these explanations, except for the second one. The Taz, due to his difficulties with the last two
explanations, says that the explanation which the Tur quotes that "Ishei Yisrael" means the souls of Tzadikim is the proper
intention that one should have while praying. However, the BI'UR HA'GRA writes that the proper intention is that "Ishei
Yisrael" is patt of the previous statement in which we entreat Hash-m that the service of the Beis ha'Mikdash be restored
speedily in our days. (Y. MONTROSE)
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