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Read the pesukim in Vayikra 23:9-14, especially 14. The pesukim discuss that the Omer permits the new grain.
These halachot are summarized in the Mishnayot Menachot, Chapter 10:5-7. Familiarize yourself with the basic laws.
Based on passuk 14, what is it that permits the new grain? Are there different possibilities?

Read the Gemara 68a (Mishna) — 68b (Mishna). Plug in the possibilities from the pesukim into the positions taken in
the Gemara. [If you want, see the explanation of the Netziv in the Haamek Davar]
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5. Explain why there might be a difference between when the Beit HaMikdash exists and when it does not.
6. Lurking in the background of this issue is the question is whether the purpose of the Omer is as a Matir, that which
permits, or a Mitzvah — a requirement of the day.
a. See the Mishna on 2a (the first Mishna in the Masechet). Then move to Menachot 4a-b. Start as 4a on the
bottom TMIYN NNINA 27 IR -4b NP RY AT 1Y P1APT RN,
b.  Start with D12 125 191 90NN PR — IR "2V, skip to the end of the Amud to R99 17 INR ROR — 5b,
NatN D91 YPIARY
c. Based on this, what do you think the primary purpose of the Korban HaOmer is?
d. Sece the following Midrash — what does it imply about the purpose of the Omer? See the analysis by the Emek
Beracha (Rav Aryeh Pomeranchik, student of Griz, 1908-1942)
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7. A similar question is raised with regards to the parallel to the Omer, the Shtei Hal.echem.
a. See Menachot 48b at the top, N9WN 172 — PNY’ 27 RNR ) with the first Tosafot on the page, "W13 N7
b. See the Griz at length
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8. Itis also possible that there are aspects of both. For this, see Rashi on 5b 19w 1”1. What is the problem?



a.  See Rambam Temidin UMusafin 8:2. Here he writes that 72»772 if one used old grain for the Shtei
Hal.echem it is invalid. That seems not the be the case for the Omer. Why would this be the case?
b. During shiur, we will look at the Kli Chemda’s (Parshat Pinchas) comments:
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9. See the Mishna in Menachot 4:3 (on 45b in Gemara) and the machloket as to whether the Omer was brought before
the Jews entered Israel. See Tosafot 45b 1279 1”7 and the Machloket Rashi and Tosafot. Might this be connected to
this question? (A summary of the discussion that appears in the Achronim follows)
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