The Prohibition of Becoming Close to Forbidden Relations
Rabbi Jonathan Ziring: jziring@migdalhatorah.org

e Review the Gemara on 17a-b, this time the entire discussion, including that which relates to
forbidden relationships.

e Why does the Gemara command one to keep his distance from both Avodah Zarah and
Arayot?

e What is the nature of the prohibition to avoid forbidden relationships?

e The is fundamentally a dispute between the Rambam and Ramban.
o What does the Rambam think the level of the prohibition is? The Chinuch is similar.
= Connect this to the passages from Avot D’Rabbi Natan.
= See the piece from R. Yosef Engel in the Lekach Tov. What does he say about
the nature of this prohibition.
o What does the Ramban think?
®» How does his statement connect to the Ritva that follows?
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e What are the halachic issues that emerge? What are its parameters?
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