King Arthur & Korach:

Uncovering the Secret “Sin” of Rabbi Akiva’s Students

| — The Day Before Arthur was King

“Whoso
pulleth out this
sword of this
stone and anvil,
Is rightwise
king born.”

-Merlin (La
Morte de Arthur)

1. Yevamos 62b

Rabbi Akiva had 12,000 pairs of 17 ' DTN DAIT 97X "Wy DY
students, and they all died in a short TNX 7192 1NN |71 ... XA'PY 217

timespan because they did not treat NT7 N7 _TI2D 1201 X7W 19N
each other with honor.




Il — Honoring or Acting?

2. Sefer Hamitzvos

1. To honor one’s

father and mother
2. To fear one’s father
and mother
1. To appoint a king
whose fear should
placed upon you and
be in awe from honor

3. Kiddushin 30b
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(Mitzvah 211)
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(Mitzvah 173)

There are three partners in creating a
person: Hashem, father, and mother.
When a person honors one’s parents,
Hashem says, “itis as if | lived

amongst them and you honored me.”
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4. Shemos Rabbah 7:3

“Let my people go!” '

And [say] to Pharaoh King of Egypt to
send out the Children of Israel -
Hashem said [to Moshe and Aharon],
“Treat Pharaoh with honor for the
monarchy.”
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11l — Merlin vs. Dennis

5. Laws of Kings 2:1

Women lying in ponds
distributing swords is no
basis for a system of
government!

Supreme executive power
derives from a mandate
from the masses, not from
some farcical aquatic
ceremony!

-Dennis (Monty Python & the Holy
Grail)

Kad Hakemach (R’ Bachya)
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There is no king without a nation

We treat the king with great honor
and place fear of him in everyone’s
hearts.

As it says, “And you shall surely
appoint a king upon you” — that you
should place his fear upon you.
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11 — Korach and Miriam’s Error

6. Bamidbar 12:2 & 16:3

And they said, “Does Hashem only
speak to Moshe? Hashem also speaks
to us!”
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For the entire nation is holy, and
Hashem is in their midst.
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Which person looks different than all the others?

7. Numbers 12: 6-8

G-d said, "Please listen to My words. If there be
prophets among you, [I] the Lord will make Myself
known to him in a vision; | will speak to him in a
dream.
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Not so is My servant Moses; he is faithful throughout
My house.
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With him | speak mouth to mouth; in a vision and
not in riddles, and he beholds the image of the Lord.
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8. M’oray Aish (Rabbi Ari Kahn)

Rav Soloveitchik once explained in the name of his
grandfather that Miriam knew that her brother was a




great prophet... Her mistake lay in failing to grasp or

accept the qualitative difference between Moshe's

prophecy and her own. She mistakenly believed that

she and Aharon were in the same "league" as their
brother Moshe. This was clearly not the case: Moshe
towered above all others. He was on a completely
different level

9. Exodus 34: 29-35

29 And it came to pass when Moses descended from Mount
Sinai, and the two tablets of the testimony were in Moses'
hand when he descended from the mountain and Moses did
not know that the skin of his face had become radiant while He
had spoken with him
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30 And Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses and
behold the skin of his face had become radiant, and they were
afraid to come near him.
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34 When Moses would come before the Lord to speak with
Him, he would remove the covering until he left; then he would
leave and speak to the children of Israel what he would be
commanded.
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35 Then the children of Israel would see Moses' face, that the

skin of Moses' face had become radiant, and [then] Moses

would replace the covering over his face until he would come
[again] to speak with Him.
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10.Sifrei (Numbers) 153:2

Moshe prophesized with the language of “so says G-d,”
and other prophets prophesized with the language of
“so says G-d.” Moshe had the added degree of
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prophecy with the language of “This is the thing [that NAINIY N DNV

G-d said].” "1 Nr" v

11.Gur Aryeh Bamidbar 30:2

When Moshe prophesized about I'K D7IYN 2T X2INN KN WYUK DA
non-Torah matters, his clarity of N"7790X2 DNIXY7 NWUNY7 17'98 NNWOX

prophecy was like all other .N'NNAN
prophets.

I\VV — Rabbi Akiva’s Students

12.Pirkei Avos 6:3
One who learns from a friend one N0 IX TNX 19 Nann TRin
chapter, one law, one verse, one IN TOX MAT iR TOX 7109 IX NNDX
statement, or even one word of Tid 2 27 MY ,NOX NI 179X

Torah must treat his friend with
honor.




