
King Arthur & Korach: 
Uncovering the Secret “Sin” of Rabbi Akiva’s Students 

I – The Day Before Arthur was King 

 
1. Yevamos 62b 

Rabbi Akiva had 12,000 pairs of 
students, and they all died in a short 
timespan because they did not treat 
each other with honor. 

שנים עשר אלף זוגים תלמידים היו לו  
וכולן מתו בפרק אחד    ...לרבי עקיבא  

 מפני שלא נהגו כבוד זה לזה
 

 

 

 

“Whoso 
pulleth out this 
sword of this 
stone and anvil, 
is rightwise 
king born.” 

-Merlin (La 

Morte de Arthur) 



II – Honoring or Acting? 

2. Sefer Hamitzvos 

1. To honor one’s 

father and mother 

2. To fear one’s father 

and mother 

  לכבד אב ואם .1

(Mitzvah  210)  

  לירא מאב ואם .2

(Mitzvah 211)  

Parents 

 

1. To appoint a king 

whose fear should 

placed upon you and 

be in awe from honor 

שתהא   למנות מלך .1

 אימתו מוטלת עליך  

 ושייאמן בו מהכבוד 

(Mitzvah 173) 

 

King 

 

 

3. Kiddushin 30b 

 שלשה שותפין הן באדם הקב"ה ואביו ואמו 

את אביו ואת אמו אמר   מכבדבזמן שאדם 

הקב"ה מעלה אני עליהם כאילו דרתי 

 וכבדוני ביניהם 

There are three partners in creating a 

person: Hashem, father, and mother.  

one’s parents,  honorsWhen a person 

Hashem says, “it is as if I lived 

me.” honoredamongst them and you  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Shemos Rabbah 7:3 

יִם לְהוֹצִיא אֶת  רְעֹה מֶלֶךְ מִצְרַּ בְנֵי  וְאֶל פַּ

   ...יִשְרָאֵל 

קָדוֹשׁ בָרוּךְ הוּא הֱיוּ  ר לָהֶן הַּ נוֹהֲגִין בוֹ  אָמַּ

לְכוּת כָבוֹד  מַּ  וְחִלְקוּ כָבוֹד לַּ

And [say] to Pharaoh King of Egypt to 

send out the Children of Israel -   

Hashem said [to Moshe and Aharon], 

“Treat Pharaoh with honor for the 

monarchy.” 



Kad Hakemach (R’ Bachya) 

 אין מלך בלא עם 

There is no king without a nation 

III – Merlin vs. Dennis 

 
5. Laws of Kings 2:1 

במלך ומשימין לו אימה   נוהגין כבוד גדול 

שום תשים   ' ויראה בלב כל אדם שנ

 שתהא אימתו עליך 

We treat the king with great honor 

and place fear of him in everyone’s 

hearts.  

As it says, “And you shall surely 

appoint a king upon you” – that you 

should place his fear upon you. 

III – Korach and Miriam’s Error 

6. Bamidbar 12:2 & 16:3 

And they said, “Does Hashem only 
speak to Moshe? Hashem also speaks 
to us!” 

א   ֹֹ֖ ה הֲל ר יְהוָָ֔ ךְ־בְמֹשֶׁה֙ דִבֶֶּ֣ ק אַּ ַ֤ וַּיאֹמְר֗וּ הֲרַּ
ע יְהוָָֽה ֹ֖ ר וַּיִשְׁמַּ נוּ דִבֵֵּ֑ ם־בֶָּ֣  גַּ

For the entire nation is holy, and 
Hashem is in their midst. 

ם  עֵדָה֙ כֻּלֶָּ֣ י כָל־הָָֽ ים וּבְתוֹכָֹ֖ם יְהוֵָּ֑הכִַ֤ קְדֹשִָׁ֔  

Women lying in ponds 

distributing swords is no 

basis for a system of 

government!  

Supreme executive power 

derives from a mandate 

from the masses, not from 

some farcical aquatic 

ceremony! 

 

-Dennis (Monty Python & the Holy 

Grail) 



Which person looks different than all the others? 

 

 

 

7. Numbers 12: 6-8 

G-d said, "Please listen to My words. If there be 

prophets among you, [I] the Lord will make Myself 

known to him in a vision; I will speak to him in a 

dream. 

אמֶר ֹֹ֖ י  שִׁמְעוּ־נֶָּ֣א  וַּי אִם־   דְבָרֵָּ֑
הְיֶה֙  ם  יִָֽ יאֲכֶָ֔ ה נְבִֶּ֣ רְאָה֙  יְהֹוָ֗ מַּ   בַּ
יו ע  אֵלֶָּ֣ וֹם אֶתְוַּדָָ֔ חֲלֹ֖ ָֽ בֶר־   בַּ אֲדַּ

וֹ  בָֽ

Not so is My servant Moses; he is faithful throughout 

My house. 

ן  י  לאֹ־כֵֹ֖ בְדִֶּ֣ בְכָל־  המשֵֶּׁ֑  עַּ
י ן  בֵיתִֹ֖ אֱמָָ֥ וּא  נֶָֽ  הָֽ

With him I speak mouth to mouth; in a vision and 

not in riddles, and he beholds the image of the Lord. 

ה ה  פֶֶּ֣ בֶר־ב֗וֹ אֶל־פֶֶּ֞   אֲדַּ
רְאֶה֙  א  וּמַּ ֶֹּ֣ ת וְל ָ֥ת  בְחִידָֹ֔ נַּ  וּתְמֻּ

יט' ה  יַּבִֵּ֑

 

8. M’oray Aish (Rabbi Ari Kahn)  
 

Rav Soloveitchik once explained in the name of his 

grandfather that Miriam knew that her brother was a 



mistake lay in failing to grasp or . Her great prophet..

accept the qualitative difference between Moshe's 

She mistakenly believed that  prophecy and her own.

she and Aharon were in the same "league" as their 

brother Moshe. This was clearly not the case: Moshe 

towered above all others. He was on a completely 

different level  
 

9. Exodus 34: 29-35 
29 And it came to pass when Moses descended from Mount 

Sinai, and the two tablets of the testimony were in Moses' 

hand when he descended from the mountain and Moses did 

not know that the skin of his face had become radiant while He 

had spoken with him 

ר  כט דֶת משֶה֙ מֵהַַ֣ י בְרֶֶ֤ וַיְה ִ֗

עֵדֻת֙ בְיַד־ ָֽ ת ה  י לֻח ֶ֤ י וּשְנֵֵ֨ ינַַ֔ ס 

ר  ָ֑ ה  ן־ה  וֹ מ  דְתּ֖ ה בְר  ה משֶַ֔ וּמשֶַ֣

ּ֖יו נ  וֹר פ  ן עִּ֥ רַַ֛ י ק  ִּ֥ ע כ  א־י דִַ֗  ל ָֽ

וֹ ר֥וֹ אִתּֽ דַבְּ  :בְּ

30 And Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses and 

behold the skin of his face had become radiant, and they were 

afraid to come near him. 

אֵל֙  ל שְר  י י  ל־בְנֵֶ֤ ן וְכ  הֲר ֹ֜ רְא אַָֽ וַיֵַ֨

ה  ָ֑יו אֶת־משֶַ֔ נ  וֹר פ  ן עַ֣ רַּ֖ נִֵּ֥ה ק  וְה 

יו ָֽ גִֶּ֥שֶת אֵל  וּ מ  ירְאּ֖ ָֽ  : וַי 

34 When Moses would come before the Lord to speak with 

Him, he would remove the covering until he left; then he would 

leave and speak to the children of Israel what he would be 

commanded. 

י ה'  לד פְנֵֶ֤ ה ל  א משֶֹ֜ ר וּבְב ֵ֨ ֵּ֣ דַב  לְּ

וֹ יר אֶת־הַמַסְוֶּ֖ה עַד־ אִתּ֔ ִּ֥ י ס 

א ו וֹ וְי צ ִ֗ ר֙ צֵאתָ֑ אֶל־בְנֵַ֣י  ְּדִבֶּ

ה:  ר יְצֻוֶָּֽ ת אֲשִֶּ֥ ל אֵּ֖ אֵַ֔ שְר   י 

35 Then the children of Israel would see Moses' face, that the 

skin of Moses' face had become radiant, and [then] Moses 

would replace the covering over his face until he would come 

[again] to speak with Him. 

אֵל֙ אֶת־פְנֵַ֣י  לה שְר  וּ בְנֵי־י  אֶ֤ וְר 

וֹר  ן עּ֖ רַַ֔ י ק  ַ֣ ה כ  המשֶַ֔  פְנֵַ֣י משֶָ֑

ה אֶת־הַמַסְוֶה֙  יב משֶֶ֤ וְהֵש ֵ֨

וֹ  אּ֖ יו עַד־ב  נ ַ֔ ר עַל־פ  ֥ דַב  וֹ:לְּ תָֽ  א 

10. Sifrei (Numbers) 153:2 

Moshe prophesized with the language of “so says G-d,” 

and other prophets prophesized with the language of 

“so says G-d.” Moshe had the added degree of 

מַר   ה א  תְנַבֵא בְ"כ  שֶה נ  מ 

תְנַבְאוּ  ים נ  יא  ה'..." וְהַנְב 

מַר ה'",  ה א  ףבְ"כ   מוּס 
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prophecy with the language of “This is the thing [that 

G-d said].” 

תְנַבֵא  שֶה שֶנ  עֲלֵיהֶם מ 

ר"  ב  לְשוֹן "זֶה הַד   ב 

 
11. Gur Aryeh Bamidbar 30:2  

אין  גם כאשר הוא מתנבא דברי העולם 

אפשרות אפילו למשה לראותם באספקלריה 

 המאירה.

When Moshe prophesized about 
his clarity of Torah matters, -non

prophecy was like all other 
prophets. 

 

IV – Rabbi Akiva’s Students 

12. Pirkei Avos 6:3 
לוֹמֵד מֵחֲבֵרוֹ פֶרֶק אֶחָד אוֹ הֲלָכָה   הַּ

ת אוֹ פָסוּק אֶחָד אוֹ דִבוּר אֶחָד אוֹ   חַּ אַּ
ת, צָרִיךְ  חַּ  לִנְהוֹג בוֹ כָבוֹד אֲפִלוּ אוֹת אַּ

One who learns from a friend one 
chapter, one law, one verse, one 
statement, or even one word of 
Torah must treat his friend with 
honor. 

 

 


