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Gerald Blidstein, Honor Thy Father and Mother (New Jersey:2005), pp. 39,47 (21)

The Talmud illustrates “'reverence” tersely: “Reverence means that
» son must neither stand nor sit in his {father’s] place, nor contradict
- words, nor tip the scale against him.""'3 The principle behind this
‘tern is clear: nothing is to be done that might diminish the dignity,
{ Rence the feeling of worth, of one’s parent—either fatharor
ther. Reverence (morah]) is expressed by this unegalitarian reserve,
:ich demonstrates behaviorally the qualitative gulf in status separat-
» parent and child. Indeed, parental dignity is here virtually identical
‘h inviolability and superiority, just as respect shown others general-
xpresses itself in self-abnegation of some sort.

Honor means that he must give food and drink, dress and cover
him, and lead him in and out.4!

The fundamental motif of kibbud is personal service.4? Though the pas-
sage cited above does indeed serve as a springboard for the talmudic
and medieval discussions of filial support of parents, its primary mean-

ing is to require personal service in the parent’s behalf guite si to
that performed by the servant for his master. To feed and clothe re-
quires, primarily, not the ficial expenditure for food and clothing,

though it may imply that as well, but the physical deed itself. Thus, the
personal responsibilities of the son to his father are analogous to those

of a servant to his master. include the symbolic gestures en-
tiveness as well as the satisfaction of real needs. for both dimensions of

service underscore the worth of the person so served and honnrad
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