Kibbud Av VVEm #3
Kibbud Av Vs. Kibbud Em — Difficulties Of Applying Equality
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A widow’s son asked Rebbi Eliezer:
Father tells me to bring him water, and mother tells me to bring her water. To which of them do I give first?

R’ Eliezer responded: set aside your mother’s honour and perform your father’s wishes, for you and your
mother are both obligated in the honour of your father.

He came before Rebbi Yehoshua, asked the same question and received the same answer.

He said to him: And what if they are divorced?

R’ Yehoshua responded: I see from between your eyes that you are a widow’s son. Place water before them in
a mug and allow them to peck at it like chickens!

The Halachic Reading
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The adic Readin
Who Was The Son and Other Questions
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