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| There is an oddity in the language of the verse, which refers
to the month-long waiting period by the unusual term yerach
rather than the more common chodesh. Why is this so?
We may find a clue in the respective language of a kesub-
ah, a prenuptial marriage agreement, and a get, a bill of :
(p divorce. The date of the kesubah refers to a month as @

5
chodesh, whereas the date of the get refers to it as yerach. qz;_‘f{:”‘/p
The word chodesh is related to the word chadash, new. It Ir

views the month from the perspective of renewal. It is the | ';D L 2
time of a new marriage, the beginning of a marital relation- kv

({ ship. But the get views the month from the perspective of
closure, the marital relationship coming to an end.
Therefore, it uses the word yerach.

The role of the month of Elul is to prepare for Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur and the new year. It is a time for con-

(4 templation, for reflection, for taking stock, for repentance, a
time to look back and ask ourselves, “Where did we go
wrong? Where did that year go? How did we let it get away |
from us?” It is a time for closure, for wrapping up the year |
and preparing for a brand-new year. It is a month that is |

Y essentially a yerach, an end to the past that paves the way 1
}
\

for a new beginning.

This, accordirig to the Zohar, is how the yefas to'ar is to
spend her month of waiting. She must “bewail her father and
mother,” which the Zohar identifies as turning away from the

I idolatrous practices of her youth. This month must be a yerach
for her, a time for closure. In her own mind, she must sever her

association with her past, She must close this chapter in herlife
and begin a new chapter as a loyal Jewish woman.
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