DRINKING ON PURIM
What’s It All About??
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837 "mx — Rava said:

finv ®

X17103 M03% vk avmm — One is

obligated to become intoxicated with wine on Purim,® =y

277R 173 197 M 13 V1 X597 — until one does not know the

difference between cursed is Haman and blessed is

Mordechai.lo

The Gemara cites a related incident:
YT VI3 DY NB NIV Y12V K727 130 — Rabbah and R’ Zeira

had the Purim feast together.
X1 137% MMy 137 oy — Rabbah arose and
MK M w3 pb — The next day,

intoxicated.
slew R’ Zeira.

ok — They became

[Rabbah] prayed for mercy on R’ Zeira’s behalf and revived
him. % x Wb — The following year [Rabbah] asked [R’

Zeira]:

YT VT2 DYNE NTWY TRYN 0 0 — Let master
come and we will have the Purim feast together.

mh My —

[R’ Zeira] answered him:  xp» wrmnn nnyw) xayw baa kY —
Not every time does a miracle occur.!! (2
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_ .. *! You shall rejoice before HASHEM, your God — you, your son,
your daughter, your slave, your maidservant, the Levite who is in yourcities, the
proselyte, the orphan, and the widow who are among you — in the place that
HasHeM, your God, will choose to rest His Name. 12 You shall remember that you
were a slave in Eqypt, and you shall observe and perform these decrees. : 4

WD) [eayl ‘52 ) . ‘ . ‘ . » ( ‘
( ) [ nfiss nay) oHpR Nea YT vy Me WD 013 097 npnRY .,
o nyaw oourbx 97 @ow)omama0y) nyTYy

"0 You shall take for yourselves -
on the first day the fruit of a citron tree, the branches of date palms, twigs. of
a plaited tree, and brook willows;* and you shall rejoice before HASHEM,
your God, for a seven-day period. '

(5:7\) Prp? (1F) DVAMM . Ei‘ﬁr?l.S, i Yys a-onoaN) ]

eed L

7 You shall eat there before HASHEM, your God, and
Lou shall rejoice with your every undertaking, you and your households, as
HasHeM, your God, has blessed you. *

NUT YD WITRT MR M3 RN M But is there weeping in the @
presence of the Holy One, Blessed is He? ¢ X295 27 nnxm ' ’
R P53 Wit ueh nayy — Why, Rav Pappa said: Thereisno - ( \\ pYAIAN

grief in the presence of the Holy One, Blessed is He, -y
rhapaa MM Y WBY T AL, - for it states:*" Glory and
Magjesty are before Him, might and delight are in His place!'®

o @) iflen T TR DRI 30 12 G T T T e
0:7) T'3 273073 :007% o2y npi 1npn K9 Ty bik-bK Daxas -
| NI, KW 327N N1 R TR Xpw T YR P O

ST noK M N37 WK pT-b

8 HaSHEM spoke to Aaron saying: ® Do not drink Intoxicating wine, 'yo,'i ‘and
your sons with you, when you come to the Tent of Meétzhg, that you 'not die —
this is an eternal decree for your generations, '° In order to dlstlngwsh beiweé};
the sacred and the profane, ‘and between 'the contaminated and the pure, ' and
to teach the Children of Israel all the decrees that HASHEM had spoken: fo therfi

Vo MR 9973 YK DY R DRK 0T MU




(23N Aa 7)) Meau Gt@

w117 'xn — What did the prophets interpret, leading them to
create the obligation of reading the Megillah? =2 xvm 349 nx
TR 13 YW 037 g par — R’ Chiya bar Avin said in the
name of R’ Yehoshua ben Korchah: The prophets advanced a
kal vachomer argument, as follows: nymb niayn
T 3k — Now, if the Jews, who were delivered from slavery
in Egypt to freedom, said a song of praise to God upon witness-
ing the Egyptians drown in the sea,l9  1aw b3 XY onn% nnmn —
then certainly we should commemorate our deliverance from
death at the hands of Achashverosh and Haman to life with a
public reading of the Megillah, which is the story of that
deliverance.
The Gemara asks:
xyn my 557 17 'x — K so, we should also say Hallellm on
Purim|o2
The Gemara answers:
yaxb nyinaw o1 by i ornix pxy 0% — Hallel is not said on
Purim, because we do not recite Hallel for a miracle that
occurred outside of the land of Israel.
The Gemara refutes this:
Y 1IRK 20 PIRY nynaw vag arayn nrvwyY — If so, for the
exodus from Egypt, which was a mn'acle that occurred outside
the land ol 1sracy, now Wiay we duy wovip v pe e
The Gemara answers:
m;m: — It is as was taught in a Baraisa: Y71 10391 x5y 1y
iy iY nivaR 52 1w b — AS LONG AS the children of
ISRAEL DID NOT ENTER THE LAND of Israel, ALL THE other LANDS
WERE APPROPRIATE venues FOR RECITING A SONG!! of praise for
God’s miracles that occurred therein. &% yaxYb Yx9tyr Jo3wn
;-,-pw nt5 NIy Y2 1wmn — However, ONCE the children of
ISRAEL ENTERED THE LAND of Israel, ALL THE other LANDS WERE
fNO longer APPROPRIATE venues FOR RECITING A SONG of praise for
fGod s miracles that occurred therein.!s Since the exodus from
I Egypt occurred before the Jewish people entered the land of Israel,
‘it is appropriate to recite the Hallel for the miracle of the exodus,
‘even though the miracle of their deliverance occurred outside of
Israel. However, since the events of Purim occurred after the
people entered their land, a song of praise (Hallel) is inappropri-
ate, since the miracle occurred outside of Israel.

»- The Gemara offers another reason why Hallel is not said on
Purim: ,
Kb xR K 19m3 27 — R’ Nachman said: Reading the
Megﬂlah on Purim is equivalent to reciting Hallel,u!

Rava offers another answer:
BN XR7W3 0K k37 — Rava said: Granted there, regarding the
exodus from Egypt, it is appropriate to say Hallel, because we are
able to recite the verse, /i 13y b1, — Give praise, you
gervants of God.U'n The verse implies that at the moment of
salvation the Jews were servants of God, fy9p *1ay XY} - and
not servants of Pharoah, for at that time they were hberated'
from Egyptian bondage. x3n X%y — But here, regarding the
miracle of Purim, how can we say: 1 12y bbn,, — Give
praise, you servants of God? The verse unphes that at the
moment of deliverance we were exclusively servants of God, RY
VMWDK 113y — and not servants of Achashverosh. 13y 'nax
1E wimwng — However, we were still servants of Achash-
verosh, even after having been saved from death!u#!




