Discovering the Commentators
Parshat Ki Tavo

Rambam - Guide to the Perplexed 3:39

The reciting of a certain portion of the Law when the first-fruits are brought to the temple,
tends also to create humility. For he who brings the first-fruits takes the basket upon his
shoulders and proclaims the kindness and goodness of God. This ceremony teaches man that
it is essential in the service of God to remember the times of trouble and the history of past
distress, in days of comfort. The Law lays stress on this duty in several places; comp. "And
thou shalt remember that thou hast been a slave,” etc. (Deut. v. 15). For it is to be feared that
those who become great in riches and comfort might, as is generally the case, fall into the
vices of insolence and haughtiness, and abandon all good principles. Comp. "Lest thou eat
and be full, etc.,, and thine heart be lifted up and thou forget the Lord" (ibid. viii. 12-14); "And
Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked" (ibid. xxx. 15). On account of this fear the Law commanded
us to read each year a certain portion before the Lord and His glory, when we offer the first-
fruit. You know how much the Law insists that we shall always remember the plagues that
have befallen the Egyptians; comp. "That thou mayest remember the day when thou camest
forth out of the land of Egypt all the days of thy life" (ibid. xvi. 3); "That thou mayest tell in
the ears of thy son what things I have wrought in Egypt" (Exod. x. 2). Such a law was
necessary in order to perpetuate the memory of the departure from Egypt; because such
events verify prophecy and the doctrine of reward and punishment. The benefit of every
commandment that serves to keep certain miracles in remembrance, or to perpetuate true
faith, is therefore obvious.
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3. DN 1IN 112775270 1by nand — You shall inscribe on them all the

words of this Torah. Some commentators explain that the people inscribed
the Torah’s commandments and prohibitions on the stones. But the Ramban
writes that “all the words of this Torah” is meant literally: everything from “In
the beginning” to “before the eyes of all Israel” was inscribed on these stones,
making the feat a miracle.

The Ralbag, however, writes (on Yehoshua 8:31) that if the stone altar
discussed here was the same size as the altar in the Second Temple, it would be
nothing out of the ordinary for the entire Torah, written in medium-sized
letters, to fit on it. But whatever the case, the entire Torah written out seventy
times in seventy languages (the meaning of “well clarified”’) could only have fit
on the stones through a miracle. And this miracle had to be, so that the nations
would believe that the Torah is Divine and that every word in it, starting from
the account of Creation, is completely true.
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