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First Attempt
The Malbim (Rabbi Meir 
Leibush ben Yechiel Michel) 
1809-1879 

Born in Bologna and was 
orphaned at the age of 6 

From 1838-1845 served as the 
Rabbi of Wreschen 

In 1859 became the Chief Rabbi 
of Bucharest, Romania 



Was the Malbim a Good Choice?

26 congregations pledged 
an annual amount of 
$2,800 

But, was he the right guy?  

• He’s old 

• He’s not accustomed 
to American Culture



America at that Time 
Between 1881 -1885 50,000 Jews immigrated to USA from 
Eastern European Countries. 

Many Rabbis were concerned about the spiritual state in 
America 

In 1887, NYC had a Jewish population of 100-120k families. 

There were some 130 Orthodox congregations and only 3-4 
rabbis.   

Challenges: Kashrus, Shechita, Education 



The Search Begins x2
Began in 1887 

Many Congregations pledged $2,500 

Recommendations were asked from leading 
European Rabbis 

Qualifications? Scholarship, Piety, and Kashrus 

Why would anyone come?! 



First Choice…and Politics 
Rabbi Yaakov Halevi 
Lipschitz, secretary to 
Rabbi Yitzchak Elchanan 
Spektor 

America vs. Europe?  

The last man standing…
Rabbi Jacob Joseph of 
Vilna



Who Was Rabbi Jacob Joseph?

1840 - 1902 

Communal preacher and 
religious judge in Vilna  

Learned in the Yeshiva of 
Volozhin 

Was accorded the title 
“Charif” (keen mind) 

Was beloved…BUT!!!!



Coming to America 

Shabbos, July 7, 1888 

 ברוך אתה ה' אלקינו מלך
 העולם שחלק מחכמתו

 ליראיו

“…who has imparted of 
Your wisdom to those who 

revere You “



2 Jews, 3 Opinions

Reform Revolt 

Why is the Rabbi driving such a nice car?  

The Contract



The Contract





The First Drasha 

The Beth Hamidrash Hagadol was overflowed 
beyond capacity 

Shabbos Nachamu at 4pm 

45 minutes long 

Widely acclaimed 



Problems and Pitfalls 
Kashrus and taxes 

People were furious: Housewives, Butchers, Rabbis   

Professor Ketzer Selikovitch, “Karobka”  

Dance, Orthodox Chickens; 

Make merry, have no fear 

For the Rabbi an order has issued 

Shiny lead medals you’ll wear. 

You’ll wear them after your slaughter 

That the Chief Rabbi may live; 

They flay the skin off the worker 

A fat scary the Great One to give.





Other Options

Some Some Hungarian and 
Galician congregations 
were considering their own 
Chief Rabbi.   

Rabbi Joshua Segal, known 
as the Sherpser Rav, was 
declared Chief Rabbi by 20 
congregations.  



The End

He became ill and confined 
to bed.   

Died in 1902 

Profiting off of his death 







Heroic Great-Grandson & 
Namesake

22-year-old USMC Captain 
Jacob Joseph, z"l, who was 
killed in action in the Battle 
of Guadalcanal in the Pacific 
Theater of War in October 
of 1942 -- 77 years ago 

Captain Jacob Joseph 
Playground, between Henry 
and Rutgers Streets.



Rabbi Jacob Joseph School

Founded in 1903 by his son, 
Raphael, and Samuel Andron.   

Originally in the Lower East Side 
and then to Staten Island 

The RJJ Journal 

Notable Alumni: Meir Zlotowitz, 
Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Sheldon 
Silver, Rabbi Chaim Pinchas 
Scheinberg , Robert Aumann


