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If a gentile comes to extinguish a Jew’s fire on Shabbat, one may not say to him: Extinguish, and: Do not extinguish, because 

responsibility for his rest is not incumbent upon the Jew. 
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Telling a gentile to do something that is prohibited for a Jew on Shabbat violates a rabbinic prohibition. 
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If a gentile kindled a lamp on Shabbat for his own purposes, a Jew also uses its light; and if the gentile kindled it for a Jew, the 

Sages prohibited to utilize its light. Similarly, if a gentile drew water from a well in the public domain to give his animal to 

drink, a Jew gives his own animal to drink after him from the same water; and if he drew the water initially for the benefit of a 

Jew, it is prohibited for a Jew to give his animal to drink from that water. Similarly, if a gentile made a ramp on Shabbat to 

disembark from a ship, a Jew disembarks after him; and if he made the ramp for a Jew, it is prohibited. There was an 

incident in which Rabban Gamliel and the Elders were traveling on a ship and a gentile made a ramp on Shabbat in order to 

disembark from the ship on it; and Rabban Gamliel and the Elders disembarked on it as well. 
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The baraita further teaches: And one who purchases a field in Syria is like one who purchases a field in the outskirts of 

Jerusalem. The Gemara asks: With regard to which halakha was this stated? What practical ruling is taught by this statement? 

Rav Sheshet says: This serves to say that one writes a bill of sale for this purchase, and one may write a bill of sale even on 

Shabbat. The Gemara asks: Can it enter your mind that one may write this bill of sale on Shabbat? Writing on Shabbat is a 

prohibited labor for which one is liable to receive court-imposed capital punishment. The Gemara explains: This is as Rava says 

with regard to a similar issue, that one tells a gentile that he should do it, and he does so. Here too, it is referring to a situation 

where one tells a gentile that he should write a bill of sale, and he does so. And even though the halakha generally is that 

telling a gentile to perform an action that is prohibited for a Jew on Shabbat violates a rabbinic decree, since the Sages 

prohibited instructing a gentile to perform prohibited labor on behalf of a Jew on Shabbat, here the Sages did not impose this 

decree, due to the mitzva of settling Eretz Yisrael. 
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The Gemara now relates that there was once a certain baby whose warm water, which had been prepared for his Shabbat 

circumcision, spilled. Rabba said to them: Let them bring warm water for him from my house. 
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