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Rav Moshe Ben Nachman (Ramban)

1194-1270

The Ramban lived in Spain and in his final days moved to Eretz Yisrael. He was among the greatest of the Spanish Rishonim. His
writings deal with all areas of Torah, including his perush on the Torah, his chiddusim on the Gemara, his Teshuvot, his seforim
on Halakha topics, and many books on machshava. When Rav Aharon Lichtenstein zt”l was asked if he were stranded on a
desert island with one sefer, which would it be, he replied, “Ramban al HaTorah.”

Rashba

1235-1310

The Rashba was born in Spain, and became a banker in addition to being a Jewish leader. He was a student of the Ramban and
Rabbeinu Yonah and the Rebbe of the Ritva and Rabbeinu Bechaye. He wrote over 3000 teshuvot, chiddushim on the Gemara,
Torat Habayit, a book on kashrut and other religious laws observed at home, and more.

Shimon Kiara (Behag) [Note: Some believe the author of the Halakhot Gedolot was Rav Yehudai Gaon.]

gt century

The Behag (Ba’al Halakhot Gedolot) gives the entire halakic and practical material of the Gemara in a codified form, and may be
the first attempt to treat it according to its contents rather than according to the order it appears.

Rabbi Eliezer of Metz (Yereim)

c. 1120 —c. 175

Rabbi Eliezer of Metz lived in Germany and was one of the greatest students of Rabbeinu Tam. His Teshuvot along with those of
his rebbe appear in Rabbeinu Tam’s Sefer Hayashar. The Yereim is a sefer that organizes the mitzvot according to topic in its
own unique order, and explains the fundamental rules of each mitzva.

Rabbi Moshe Sofer (Chatam Sofer)

1762-1839

Rabbi Sofer lived in Germany and Hungary. He wrote Teshuvot, chiddushim on the Gemara, notes on the Shulchan Arukh, and
the Torat Moshe on the Chumash (Chiddushei Torat Moshe Sofer). He established a very influential and large yeshiva in
Pressburg.



