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T
he Pacific island nation of S

am
oa and its even tinier neighbor T

okelau are skipping F
riday this 

w
eek, jum

ping w
estw

ard in tim
e across the international date line and into the shifting 

econom
ic balance of the 21st century. 

T
he tim

e change, officially decided in June, is m
eant to align S

am
oa w

ith its A
sian trading 

partners; it m
oves th

e islands' w
ork days further from

 the U
nited S

tates, w
hich dom

inated its 

econom
y in the past. 

In
 this giant-step version of daylight saving tim

e, the island's 186,000 citizens, and the 1,500 

w
ho live in T

okelau, w
ill go to sleep on T

hursday and w
ake up on S

aturday. T
he governm

ent 

has decreed th
at those w

ho m
iss a day of w

ork on F
riday w

ill be paid all the sam
e. 

S
am

oa has been out o
f alignm

ent w
ith its A

sian-Pacific neighbors since 1892, w
hen A

m
erican 

traders persuaded it in 1892 to
 shift from

 the w
estern side to

 th
e eastern side of the 

international date line to facilitate business w
ith the W

est C
oast of th

e U
nited S

tates. T
hat 

earlier shift took place on the A
m

erican Independence D
ay -

so the S
am

oans could celebrate 

July 4 tw
ice. T

his one takes place at the stroke of m
idnight, so th

at tw
o m

inutes after 1
1

 :59 

p.m
. on D

ec. 29, it w
ill be 12:01 a.m

. on D
ec. 31. T

he new
 tim

e zone w
ill put S

am
oa 3 hours 

ahead of eastern A
ustralia rath

er th
an

 21 hours behind it, and 22 hours ahead of C
alifornia, 

instead of 2 hours behind it. 

T
he prim

e m
inister of S

am
oa, T

uila' epa Sailele Malielegao~ acknow
ledged the new

 distance 

from
 the A

m
erican orbit b

u
t said the m

ove w
ould m

ake it m
uch easier to do business w

ith 

A
ustralia and N

ew
 Z

ealand, w
hose econom

ies are linked increasingly w
ith the rest of A

sia, 

particularly C
hina. 

"In
 doing business w

ith N
ew

 Z
ealand and A

ustralia, w
e're losing out on tw

o w
orking days a 

w
eek," M

r. T
uila'epa said. "W

hile it's F
riday here, it's S

aturday in N
ew

 Z
ealar 

7
1

 
~
 

M
O

R
E

IN
A

S
I 

w
e're at church on S

unday, they're already conducting business in S
ydney ani 

0 .." 
T

h
eM

o
: 

z m
 

T
op

p
lec

"T
oday," the statem

ent said bluntly, "w
e do a lot m

ore business w
ith N

ew
 Ze~ 

R
e

a
d

 I'vbre ) 

_
.
n
~

m
as.c0m

'2011/12.1301v.oridiasiaislI'TlO
a-to-skipofriday-and-sv.itch-ti m

e-zones.htm
?_r=O

&
pag ew

antad=
print 

®
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A
ustralia, C

lllna an
d

 P
acific R

im
 countries such as S

ingapore." 

T
w

o y
ears ago S

am
oa took a step

 to
 align itself w

ith A
ustralia an

d
 N

ew
 Z

ealand, putting drivers 

on th
e left side of th

e ro
ad

 rath
er th

an
 th

e right. T
h

e prim
e m

inister said th
e change w

ould 

m
ak

e it easier for S
am

oans in those neighboring nations to
 sen

d
 u

sed
 cars hom

e to
 th

eir 

relatives. 

S
hifting tim

e by decree is not a-new
 phenom

enon in th
e Pacific. it

th
e recen

t tu
rn

 o
f th

e 

century, in a bid to
 be th

e first to
 g

reet th
e daw

n in w
h

at w
as called th

e new
 m

illennium
, Pacific 

island natioQ
S epgaged in a free-for all of shifting tim

e zones, d
ate lines an

d
 daylight saving 

tim
es. 

-
J
 

T
h

e d
ate line, created

 at an
 international convention in 1884, is an

 im
ag

in
ary

line draw
n 


roughly n
o

rth
 to

 south alon,g th
e 1

8
0

-d
eg

ree m
eridian, zigging an

d
 zagging h

ere and there to
 


accom
m

odate th
e needs and dem

aQ
,ds of the nations along its route. 


, 
M

oving w
estw

ard across th
e d

ate line, a trav
eler loses a day, m

oving to
 a point w

here it is 24 


hours later. M
.oving eastw

ard, a day is gained. 


A
s tlie y

ear 2
0

0
0

 approached, th
e island nation o

f K
iribati (32 atolls an

d
 one coral island) 

~
 

. 
. 

unilaterally ex
ten

d
ed

 th
e d

ate line in a 1,000-m
ile loop to

 em
brace its eastern

m
o

st 

outcropping, C
~
o
l
i
n
e

Island. T
onga an

d
 Fiji introduced daylight saving tim

e to
 m

ove their 

clocks an
 hour ahead. ' 

"T
here seem

s to
 b

e no legal reason w
hy any country cannot declare itself to

 b
e in w

hatever 

tim
e zone it likes," said th

e R
oyal O

bservatory at G
reenw

ich, th
e international arb

iter of official 

tim
e, in a prem

illennium
 statem

en
t. 

.-
.. 

T
h

e S
am

oan prim
e m

inister insisted th
at this w

eek's hop across th
e d

ate line w
as p

ro
m

p
ted

 


solely b
y

 econom
ic realities and th

at it h
ad

 nothing to
 do w

ith a bid to
 b

e th
e first place in th

e 


w
orld to

 g
reet th

e new
 y

ear in 2012. 


A
m

erican S
am

oa, less th
an

 1
0

0
 m

iles to
 th

e east of S
am

oa, is not m
aking th

e sw
itch. J 

I. 

_
,Il}tiITlBS.c0m'2011/12f3(Yv,or1~asialsarno&-lo-slQp-friday-and-sv.jlch-ti rm
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S
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P

rinted from
 C

h
a

b
a

d
.o

rg
 

lFhe S
ab

b
ath

, th
e In

tern
atio

n
al D

ate L
in

e an
d

 Jew
ish

 
L

aw
 

H
o

w
 d

o
e

s th
e

 ch
a

n
g

e
 in

 S
a

m
o

a
 a

ffe
ct S

a
b

b
a

th
 fo

r th
e

 lo
ca

l Je
w

s?
 

B
y Y

ehuda S
hurpin 

D
ear R

abbi, 

N
o

w
 th

a
t the P

acific isla
n

d
 o

f S
am

oa has changed fro
m

 


the east sid
e

 o
f the In

te
rn

a
tio

n
a

l D
ate Line to

 the w
e

s
t-to

 


be in syn
c w

ith
 A

u
stra

lia
 and N

ew
 Z

ealand, its m
ain 


so
u

rce
s o

f to
u

rism
 and b

u
s
in

e
s
s
-I'v

e
 been w

o
n

d
e

rin
g

 if 


there are any im
p

lica
tio

n
s in

 J
e

w
is

h
 la

w
. 


W
hen w

ill S
am

oan Je
w

s and Je
w

ish
 to

u
rists o

b
se

rve
 th

e
 

S
a

b
b

a
th

?
 

A
nsw

er: 

Y
ou a

sk a good question. Je
w

s w
o

rld
w

id
e

 celebrate the §CI.pb_~l~, o
r S

habbat, on th
e

 seventh d
a

y o
f the 

w
eek. B

ut w
h

a
t happens w

h
e

n
 a co

un
try skips a d

a
y and ch

a
n

g
e

s their F
riday to

 S
a

tu
rd

a
y?

 

T
h

e
 concept o

f a d
a

te
 line, and th

e
 fact th

a
t a tra

ve
le

r w
ould e

ith
e

r gain o
r lose a d

a
y a

fte
r 


circum
navigating the globe, had been discussed in Jew

ish w
o

rks h
u

n
d

re
d

s o
f ye

a
rs before th

e
 


establishm
ent o

f the International D
a

te
 Line . 


. In fact, the first to a
rticu

la
te

 th
e

 need fo
r a d

a
te

 line w
a

s th
e

 Jew
ish p

h
ilo

so
p

h
e

r R
abbi Y

e
h

u
d

a
h

 H
a/evi 

(1
0

7
5

-1
1

4
1

), in his classic w
ork, th

e
 K

uzari. 1 

H
istory of the International D

ate Line 

In 1884 G
reenw

ich, E
ngland, w

a
s ch

o
se

n
 a

s the central point fo
r tim

e
 and d

a
te

 calculations (the prim
e 

m
eridian), and the International D

ate Line sits at exactly 180
0 longitude from

 there. 

B
y using G

reenw
ich as the prim

e m
eridian, the International D

ate Line falls co
n

ve
n

ie
n

tly in the P
acific 

O
cean. In th

o
se

 few
 a

re
a

s w
h

e
re

 it should traverse a landm
ass, the line w

a
s slightly b

e
n

t to avoid dividing 

countries. 

T
he date line is n

o
t g

o
ve

rn
e

d
 by international law

, and it is up to the individual co
u

n
trie

s to ch
o

o
se

 w
hich 

side o
f the line th

e
y w

ish
 to be on. O

cca
sio

n
a

lly a country d
e

cid
e

s to sw
itch sides, a

s th
e

 islands o
f 

S
am

oa and T
okelau did la

st w
e

e
k. 

http://w
w

w
.chabad.org/library/article_ cdo/aid/1736567/jew

ishlT
h... 

5/1/2013 
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T
o determ

ine the Jew
ish vie

w
 on the date line and S

abbath observance, w
e

 m
u

st exam
ine four m

ajor . 
~
 

opinions in flpJGghfJ11, Jew
ish law

. 

1 . 90
0 E

ast o
f ~.~IlJ§EJ.Eirn 

R
abbi Z

erachiah !2.~n jsa.gg H
alevi G

erondi Z
 (12th century) and R

abbi )'eh\Jdah Halevi~ opined that the 

date line runs 90° east o
f Jerusalem

. 

T
he reasoning behind th

e
ir opinion is that w

e consider !§r~~J, and m
ore specifically Jerusalem

, to be the 

center o
f the "inhabited" w

orld (at that tim
e). In o

th
e

r w
ords, six hours, o

r 90
0

, to the e
a

st and w
e

st o
f 

Jerusalem
 a

t one tim
e e

n
co

m
p

a
sse

d
 the entire know

n w
orld. T

he other side o
f the w

orld (Le
. the w

estern 

hem
isphere) w

as considered the "lands o
f the sea." S

ince the day begins to the e
a

st o
f Jerusalem

, the 

quarter o
f the w

orld to the w
e

st o
f Jerusalem

, together w
ith the entire w

estern hem
isphere, com

pletes the 

day. T
hus, the date line is 90°, a q

u
a

rte
r o

f the globe, e
a

st o
f Jerusalem

, or a
b

o
u

t 125
0 east o

f 

G
reenw

ich. 

T
he problem

 w
ith this is that the date line w

ould cut right through tw
o huge la

n
d

m
a

sse
s-A

sia
 (R

ussia, 

C
hina, K

orea) and A
u

stra
lia

-a
n

d
 several S

outheast A
sian islands. Y

ou could end up w
ith tw

o p.eople 

standing right next to each other, w
h

e
re

 fo
r one the S

abbath is starting and for the other it is e
n

d
in

g
!! 

A
s such, R

abbi A.y'rah~!I! 'y~.~vbilyeh K
arelitz, know

n as the C
hazon Ish, bases the 90° on the know

ledge 

that the m
ajor landm

ass to the e
a

st o
f Je

ru
sa

le
m

 ends a
t that point. S

ince the entire landm
ass is on one 

side o
f the date line, the line actually zigzags, and so S

iberia, K
orea, eastern C

hina, and A
ustralia are 

considered to be on the w
e

st o
f the date line, w

hile Japan and N
ew

 Z
ealand are on the e

a
st side.~ 

A
ccording to the C

hazon Ish's d
a

te
 line, S

abbath in Japan and N
ew

 Z
ealand is actually on S

unday.£ 

2. 180
0 E

ast o
f Je

ru
sa

le
m

 

R
abbi Y

echiel M
ichel T

u
ca

zin
sky sa

ys that the date line runs 180° e
a

st o
f Jerusalem

. H
e explains that 

because Jerusalem
 is considered the ce

n
te

r o
f the land given to the Jew

ish people, it is also considered 

the center o
f the w

orld according to Jew
ish la

w
.l T

herefore, the d
a

te
 line w

ould be located exactly 180
0 

opposite Jerusalem
, w

hich w
ould also enable every Jew

 in the w
orld to observe a

t least 12 hours o
f the 

S
abbath together w

ith th
o

se
 w

ho live in Jerusalem
.!! 

S
ince Jerusalem

 is 35° e
a

st o
f G

reenw
ich, the date line w

ould be 35° e
a

st o
f the cu

rre
n

t International 

D
ate Line, or 145° w

e
st o

f G
reenw

ich. A
ccordingly, H

aw
aii and parts o

f A
laska w

o
u

ld
 be on the w

estern 

side o
f the date line, and the S

abbath in H
aw

aii w
ould be on F

riday. 

http://w
w

w
.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aidl1736567/jew

ishlT
h... 

5/1/2013 
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H
ow

ever, it is possible th
a

t according to this opinion the line w
ould zigzag around A

laska, in o
rd

e
r that it 

• 
follow

 the m
ajority o

f the landm
ass. 2 

3. M
id-P

acific: C
losely R

esem
bling the International D

ate Line 

R
abbi D

C
!vlg S

hapira opined that the date line is approxim
ately 135°, o

r 9 hours, east o
f Jerusalem

. T
his 

w
ould m

ake the date line a
p

p
ro

xim
a

te
ly 170° east o

f G
reenw

ich, w
hich is only 10° o

ff th
e

 International 

D
ate Line. A

ccording to R
. S

hapira, how
ever, the line zigzags, slanting tow

ard th
e

 S
iberian coast as it 

goes through the B
ering S

traits, and then through the P
acific a

t 177°. T
hen it tu

rn
s e

a
st o

f N
ew

 Z
ealand

. 

·H
is rationale for this p

la
ce

m
e

n
t is based on the statem

ent o
f o

u
r sa

g
e

s th
a

t .G-:::Q positioned the sun in the 

heavens at the end o
f the third hour o

f the fourth day o
f creation. 1o N

ow
, if it is th

e
 third hour o

f the day in 

Jerusalem
, then three hours (45°) to

 the east o
f Jerusalem

 it w
ould be noon, and nine hours (135°) east 

o
f Jerusalem

 the sun w
ould be setting. T

o say that the sun w
as placed in th

e
 heavens on th

e
 fourth day, it 

m
ust have been the fourth d

a
y on the entire planet. T

herefore, w
e have to say th

a
t e

a
st o

f w
here the sun 

w
as setting, the fourth d

a
y w

a
s ju

st beginning. ll 

A
ccordingly, H

aw
aii and Japan w

ould o
b

se
rve

 the S
abbath on S

aturday. 

4. T
here is N

o S
pecific D

ate Line 

A
ccording to R

abbi M
enachem

 .ts9.~,b.~r, since there is no clear tradition o
r T

a
lm

u
d

ic source, o
n

e
 should 

observe the S
abbath w

h
e

n
 th

e
 locals do. S

ince w
e, as individuals, are co

m
m

a
n

d
e

d
 to co

u
n

t six days and 

rest on the seventh.ll, w
hen the first Jew

s settled in rem
ote areas (over a long period o

f tim
e), th

e
y sim

ply 

continued counting six d
a

ys and resting on the seventh
. It w

as only later, w
h

e
n

 travel becam
e m

ore 

frequent, that the question o
f changing the dates arose.-U

 

A
s such, there is no need for any com

m
unity to change dates from

 th
e

ir established custom
 (w

hich is 

basically the sam
e as follow

ing the International D
ate Line). H

ow
ever, tra

ve
le

rs co
n

tin
u

e
 counting six 

days from
 the last S

abbath th
e

y observed, and the seventh d
a

y is the S
abbath. O

n
ly o

n
ce

 the travelers 

arrive at their destination w
ould they follow

 the local Jew
ish co

m
m

u
n

ity's Sabbath
.~
 

T
he S

am
oa Issue 

T
he Jew

ish T
elegraphic A

g
e

n
cy tracked dow

n o
n

e
 Jew

 living in S
am

oa, and there m
a

y be m
any m

ore. 

W
hen w

ould this person m
a

rk future S
abbaths? 

It w
ould depend on w

hich o
f the a

b
o

ve
 opinions he follow

s. 

http://w
w

w
.chabad.orgllibrary/article_ cdo/aid/1736567 /jew

ishlT
h... 

5/1/2013 

http://www.chabad.orgllibrary/article
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• A
ccording to the first o

p
in

io
n

-th
a

t the date line is 90
0 e

a
st o

f J
e

ru
s
a

le
m

-th
e

n
 it runs w

e
st o

f S
am

oa, so 

until now
 the S

abbath w
a

s on S
aturday. B

ut n
o

w
 th

a
t S

a
m

o
a

 has sw
itched to the w

e
ste

rn
 side o

f the 

International D
ate Line, S

a
b

b
a

th
 w

ould a
ctu

a
lly be on S

unday. 

A
ccording to the second o

p
in

io
n

-th
a

t th
e

 date line runs 1
8

0
0 e

a
st o

f J
e

ru
s
a

le
m

-th
e

s
e

 islands, as w
ell 

as H
aw

aii, w
ere a

lw
a

ys w
e

st o
f th

e
 line. S

o
 until now

 th
e

 S
a

b
b

a
th

 in S
a

m
o

a
 w

a
s a

ctu
a

lly on F
riday, but 

now
 it w

ill be on S
aturday. 

If, according to the third opinion, w
e

 sa
y th

a
t the date line is 135

0 e
a

st o
f Je

ru
sa

le
m

, then it runs to the 

w
est o

f F
iji. T

his m
e

a
n

s th
a

t until n
o

w
 the S

abbath in S
a

m
o

a
 w

a
s on S

aturday, b
u

t fro
m

 n
o

w
 on it w

ill be 

on S
unday. 

A
ccording t~ the last opinion, S

a
b

b
a

th
 o

b
se

rva
n

ce
 is based on an existing Jew

ish com
m

unity. If a traveler 

o
r tourist w

ere to arrive on an island w
ith no Jew

ish com
m

unity, the tra
ve

le
r w

o
u

ld
 co

n
tin

u
e

 to keep the 

S
abbath according to his o

r h
e

r individual count, as if still on a boat.1§. 

I n C
onclusion 

W
hile there are a n

u
m

b
e

r o
f o

p
in

io
n

s about the d
a

te
 line w

ithin Je
w

ish
 law

, the fa
ct th

a
t a country decided 

to arbitrarily alter the date line has no bearing on the S
abbath, o

th
e

r than to m
ix u

p
 the n

a
m

e
s o

f the 

days. W
e still w

ork fo
r six d

a
ys and rest on the seventh, the S

abbath. 

It is im
portant to note th

a
t th

is is but a b
rie

f overview
, and w

hile it se
e

m
s th

a
t m

o
st o

f the co
m

m
u

n
itie

s in 

the questionable areas o
b

se
rve

 the S
a

b
b

a
th

 on S
aturday, the la

w
s a

re
 co

m
p

le
x. O

n
e

 should consult a 

seasoned, know
ledgeable rabbi before traveling. 

S
ee H

ow
 D

o W
e

 K
now

 W
h

ich
 D

ay Is S
h

a
b

b
a

t?
 from

 o
u

r m
inisite on S

habbat. 

F
O

O
T

N
O

T
E

S
 

I. 	
K

uzari, 2
:1

8
-2

0
. 

b 	
B

aal H
am

aor, R
osh H

ashanah 20b. W
e

 read in the T
alm

ud there that a day m
ay be d

e
cla

re
d

 R
osh C

hodesh, first day o
f the 

new
 Jew

ish m
onth, only if the n

e
w

 m
o

o
n

 appeared in Israel by noon o
f th

a
t d

a
y
-i.e

., at le
a

st 6 h
o

u
rs before d

a
y's end

. R
. 

Z
erachiah explains that th

is ensures that a
t le

a
st so

m
e

w
h

e
re

 in the w
orld there w

ill b
e

 a full 2
4

-h
o

u
r d

a
y o

f R
osh C

hodesh. T
h

is 

m
eans that the day begins 6 h

o
u

rs e
a

st o
f Jerusalem

, and th
e

 area ju
st to its e

a
st is 24 h

o
u

rs behind it, and 1
8

 hours behind 

Jerusalem
. 

L 	
K

uzari cited in note 1. 

1. 	
R

abbi Y
itzchak Y

israeli, Y
e

so
d

 O
lam

 2:17 and 4
:7

-8
. 

~
 

	"K
untres S

hem
oneh E

sreh S
h

a
o

t,' printed in C
hazon Ish, end o

f H
ilchot S

habbat. 

Q., 	
It should be noted that there are a n

u
m

b
e

r o
f difficulties w

ith this approach (som
e o

f W
hich h

a
ve

 been noted and discussed by 

the C
hazon Ish him

self). T
h

e
 line 9

0
' e

a
st o

f Jerusalem
 does n

o
t actually coincide w

ith th
e

 eastern e
d

g
e

 o
f the landm

ass on 

w
hich Israel is located, b

u
t is partially to the e

a
st o

f it, in the P
acific O

cean. A
dditionally, the problem

 is n
o

t ju
st that the 

http://w
w

w
.chabad.org/library/article_ cdo/aid/1736567 /jew

ishlT
h... 

5/1/2013 
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a
g

e
) or 0 

landm
ass is split in half, b

u
t that if w

e g
o

 strictly by the 9
0

· line, the m
ajority o

f A
u

stra
lia

 w
ould b

e
 on the e

a
st side o

f the date 
Ii 

line (Le., the side on w
hich the U

nited S
tates is located), and only a sm

all part w
ould b

e
 on the w

e
st side, the side o

f Jerusalem
. 

T
his w

ould have m
eant that th

e
 Jew

ish co
m

m
u

n
ity in A

ustralia (w
hich already existed a

t the tim
e this question arose, during 

W
orld W

a
r II), w

hich w
a

s used to keeping the S
abbath on S

aturday, w
a

s keeping the w
rong day, and sh

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 been keeping 

the S
abbath on S

unday. T
herefore, the C

hazon Ish w
a

s forced to say th
a

t the m
ajority o

f A
u

stra
lia

 w
hich is to the east o

f the 9
0

· 

line is "draw
n after" the sm

all part w
hich is to the w

est, in o
rd

e
r that they co

n
tin

u
e

 to o
b

se
rve

 the S
a

b
b

a
th

 on the d
a

y they w
ere 

accustom
ed. B

ut m
any p

o
in

t o
u

t that it is illogical to sa
y th

a
t the m

ajority o
f the land g

e
ts d

ra
w

n
 a

fte
r a

fte
r a sm

all portion; see 

com
m

ents by the R
ebbe (R

abbi M
e

n
a

ch
e

m
 M

e
n

d
e

l S
chneerson, o

f righteous m
em

ory), S
h

a
a

re
i H

alachah U
m

inhag, vol. 2, p. 

153. F
urtherm

ore, the co
m

m
e

n
ta

rie
s Cif R

abbeinu C
hananel, R

ashi, T
osafot and R

abbi A
b

ra
h

a
m

 ben D
avid o

n
 the T

alm
ud 

(R
osh H

ashanah loc. cit.) e
xp

la
in

 the sta
te

m
e

n
t there differently; according to them

 it is not referring to
 the d

a
te

 line and h
a

s no 

bearing on it. 

1. 	
M

idrash T
anchum

a, K
edoshim

 10; T
alm

ud, Y
o

m
a

 54b; Z
o

h
a

r 2
:1

5
7

a
-b

. 

l. 	
S

efer H
ayom

am
 B

'K
a

d
u

r H
a'aretz, ch. 23

. T
his w

ould a
p

p
e

a
r to b

e
 the opinion o

f the Y
e

so
d

 O
lam

 (cited in note 4) as w
ell. 

2. 	
S

ee T
alm

ud, E
ruvin 76a; Y

esod O
lam

, ibid.; S
haarei H

alacha U
m

inhag ibid
. 

lQ
. 	R

esponsa o
f R

abbi H
ai G

aon, O
tza

r H
ageonim

, R
osh H

ashanah, p. 21; ·P
iru

sh
" on M

a
im

o
n

id
e

s' M
ish

n
e

h
 T

orah, K
iddush 

H
achodesh 9:3 . 

.!.L. 	R
esponsa B

nei T
zion, vol. 1, 14:6, 13. It should be noted that there a

re
 o

th
e

r opinions sim
ilar, b

u
t n

o
t identical, to the one 

expressed by R
abbi S

hapira. F
or exam

ple, R
abbi B

inyam
in R

abinow
itz-T

hum
im

, "K
u

n
tre

s G
e

vu
l Y

om
" (published in the jo

u
rn

a
l 

H
apardes, Iya

r 5714 (1954)). 

O
thers, how

ever, note that th
e

re
 a

re
 actually six opinions as to w

here th
e

 lu
m

in
a

rie
s w

e
re

 se
t on th

e
 fourth d

a
y. A

dditionally, 

according to this opinion w
e are saying that a place other than Je

ru
sa

le
m

 is the ce
n

te
r o

f the w
orld, som

ething w
hich w

e
 do not 

find referenced anyw
here in the T

a
lm

u
d

 o
r M

idrash. S
ee H

ayom
am

 B
e

ka
d

u
r H

aaretz, ch
. 22, and K

a
v H

ataarich H
ayisraeli, ch. 

27 (see also A
gan H

asahar, p. 474). In addition, according this opinion, that the line b
e

n
d

s d
o

e
s n

o
t follow

 the m
ajority opinions, 

including that o
f the G

eonim
, R

abbi E
liyahu o

f V
ilna (know

n as the G
ra), and R

abbi S
ch

n
e

u
r Z

a
lm

a
n

 o
f Liadj in his prayerbook. 

ll.. 	S
ee responsa o

f R
abbi D

a
vid

 ben S
o

lo
m

o
n

 ibn Z
im

ra, th
e

 R
adbaz, 1 :76. 

U
 	

K
av H

ataarich H
ayisraelL T

his is also the vie
w

 o
f R

abbi Isse
r Z

a
lm

a
n

 M
eltzer, a

u
th

o
r o

f E
ven H

a'azel, in his approbation to this 

w
ork, as w

ell as R
abbi T

zvi P
esach fra

n
k, ,H

ar T
zvi, O

rach C
haim

 138, based on the re
sp

o
n

sa
 o

f th
e

 R
a

d
b

a
z cited in the 

previous note. 

H
. 	T

his view
 is considered p

ro
b

le
m

a
tic. In n

u
m

e
ro

u
s p

la
ce

s in the T
alm

ud w
e

 read w
h

ile
 the sanctification o

f the m
oon, and the 

holidays that are d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

t upon it, are d
e

p
e

n
d

e
n

t on the b
e

th
 din (central Jew

ish court), the S
a

b
b

a
th

 is not, as it is already 

sanctified by G
-d

. A
dditionally, it w

o
u

ld
 co

m
e

 o
u

t that the day o
f the S

abbath in a g
ive

n
 p

la
ce

 can change, som
ething that even 

R. K
asher agrees is problem

atic. S
e

e
 R. T

ucazinsky's rejoinder to R
. K

asher in T
alpiot, N

issan 5
7

0
4

 (1944). R
' K

asher actually 

advocated establishing the International D
ateline a

s the dateline in Jew
ish law

, b
u

t only w
ith the a

g
re

e
m

e
n

t o
f the central 

rabbinic court in Israel. U
ntil th

a
t is done, his opinion rem

ains unchanged. 

l1. 	R. K
asher addresses this ve

ry situation in ·S
h

a
b

b
a

t B
e

re
ish

it-S
h

a
b

b
a

t S
inai," T

alpiot, T
e

ve
t-A

d
a

r 5704 (1944). 
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