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R. Johanan adduced sixty episodes to illustrate Tu g Z

Lorbp nartn SWALLOWED yp UNSPARINGLY, and '

Rabbi [Judah ha-Nasi] twenty-four, But is not the number

ascribed to R. Johanan greater than that of Rabbifs The

reason is that as Rabbi wag nearer in time to the destruc-

tion of the Temple, his recollection was so vivid that

when he recounted the episodes he wept and had to be
comforted.? .

24. IN THE NIGHT, Why in the night? Because
sound only travels in the night; therefore it js stated
IN THE NIGHT. R, Aibu said: Night draws lamentation
along with jt.¢ A woman in the neighbourhood of R,
Gamaliel had a grown-up son who died and she uged to
weep for him at night. R. Gamaliel, hearing her voice,
was reminded of the destruction of the Temple, and wept
with her until his eyelashes fell out, When his disciples
noticed this, they removed her from his neighbourhood,
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CHAPTER XvIL. Beek 2

ITow the war of the Jews with the Romans hegan.
And concerning Manahem,

L 'T'mis adviee the people hearkened to, and went
up into the temple with the king and Berniee, and
began to vebuild the cloisters: the rulers also and
senators divided  themselves into  the villages, and
collected the tributes, and soon got togcether forty
talents, which was the sum that was deficient. And
thus did Agrippa then put a stop to that war which
was threatened.  Moreover, he attempted to persuade
the multitude to obey Florus, until Ciesar should
send one to succeed him; but they were hereby more
provoked, and cast reproaches upon the king, and

got him excluded out of the city; nay, some of the |

seditious had the impudence to throw stones at him.
So when the king saw that the violence of those that
were for innovations was not to he restrained, and
being very angry at the contumelies he had received,
he sent their rulers, together with their men of power, |
to Florus, to Cwsarea, that he might appoint whom E
he thought fit to collect the tribute in the country, |
while he retired into his own kingdom. ‘

principally excited the people to go to war, made an
assault upon a certain fortress called Massada. They
took it by treachery, and slew the Romans that were
there, and put others of their own party to keep it.
At the same time Eleazar, the son of Ananias the
high pricst, a very bold"youth, who was at that tine' |
governor of the temple, persuaded those that officixted
n_the divine service to receive no gift or sacrifice for |
any foreigner.  And_this was the Irtc beginiing of r
our_war with the Romans; Tor they rejécted the sac-
ritice of Carsar on 1his account; and when many of
the high priests and principal men besought them
not to omit the sacrifice, which it was customary for .
them to offer for their princes, they would not be
prevailed upon.  These relied much upon their mul-
titude, for the most ﬂourishing part of the innovators
assisted them; hut they had the chief regard to |
Lileazar, the governor of the temple.

2. And at this time it was that some of those that [ <
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CHHAPTER 1V.

The Idumecans being sent for by the zcalots, cam
immediately to Jerusalem: and when they wen
cacluded out of the city, they lay dll night there,
Jesus, one of the high priests, makes a speech i
them: and Simon the Idumean makes a reply to i)

1. Now by this crafty speech John made tl
zealots afraid: yet he durst not directly name what
forcign assistance he meant, but in a covert way only
intimated at the Idumeans.—But now that he migh
particularly irvitate the lenders of the zealots, hi
calumniated Ananus, that he was about a picee of
barharity, and did in a special manner threaten them!
These leaders were Kleazer the son of Simon, whe
seemed the most plausible man of them all. bhoth int
considering what was fit to be done, and in the!
execution of what he had determined upon, and
-Zacharias the son of Phalck, both of whom derived
therr Tamilies from the priests. Now, when these two
men had heard, not only the common thrcathmgs
which belonged to them all, but those peculiarly
Jevelled against themselves; and, l)csiE]cs, how Ar_m_nus
and his party, in order to secure their own dominion,
‘had invited the Romans to come to them, for that
‘also was part of John's lie, they hesitated o great
while what they should do, considering the shortness
of the time by which they were straitened; beeause
the people were prepared to attack them very soon,
and because the suddenness of the plot laid against
them had almost cut off all the hopes of getting any
foreign assistance; for they might be up(ler the height
g of their afflictions before any of their confederates

could be informed of it. Iowever, it was resolved
to call in the Idumeans; so they wrote a short letter
to this effect, That “Ananus had imposed on the peo-
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