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| Kings 16:30-33

%Ahab son of Omri did what was displeasing to the LORD, more than all who
preceded him. 3Not content to follow the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, he took as
wife Jezebel daughter of King Ethbaal of the Phoenicians, and he went and served
Baal and worshiped him. 3’He erected an altar to Baal in the temple of Baal which he
built in Samaria. 33Ahab also made a sacred post. Ahab did more to vex the LORD, the
God of Israel, than all the kings of Israel who preceded him.
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| Kings 21:25-26

2Indeed, there never was anyone like Ahab, who committed himself to doing what
was displeasing to the LORD, at the instigation of his wife Jezebel. °He acted most
abominably, straying after the fetishes just like the Amorites, whom the LORD had
dispossessed before the Israelites.
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Sanhedrin 102b

R. Nahman said: Ahab was equally balanced, since it is written, “The Lord asked,
‘Who will entice Ahab so that he will march and fall at Ramoth-gilead?” Then one
said thus and another said thus” (22:20). R. Joseph objected: He of whom it is written,
“Indeed, there never was anyone like Ahab, who committed himself to doing what

was displeasing to the Lord, at the instigation of his wife Jezebel” (21:25)!
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| Kings 18:3-4

3Ahab had summoned Obadiah, the steward of the palace. (Obadiah revered the LORD
greatly. *When Jezebel was killing off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah had taken a
hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and provided them with food and
drink.)
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| Kings 21:4-7

“Ahab went home dispirited and sullen because of the answer that Naboth the
Jezreelite had given him: “I will not give up to you what I have inherited from my
fathers!” He lay down on his bed and turned away his face, and he would not eat. *His
wife Jezebel came to him and asked him, “Why are you so dispirited that you won’t
eat?” ®So he told her, “I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite and proposed to him, ’sell me
your vineyard for money, or if you prefer, I’ll give you another vineyard in exchange’;
but he answered, ‘I will not give my vineyard to you.”” "His wife Jezebel said to him,
“Now is the time to show yourself king over Israel. Rise and eat something, and be
cheerful; I will get the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite for you.”
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Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 28b

For six months, R. Levi explained the verse: “Indeed, there never was anyone like
Ahab, who committed himself to doing what was displeasing to the Lord” (21:25), in
a manner critical of Ahab. Ahab came to R. Levi in a dream, and protested: “How
have | wronged you? Is there only a first half to this verse? [The second half reads] “at
the instigation of his wife Jezebel!” R. Levi responded by teaching this verse for six

months with a favorable slant toward Ahab.
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8. 1 Kings chapter 18
Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, together with the four hundred
and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at
Jezebel’s table.” 22Ahab sent orders to all the Israelites and gathered the prophets at
Mount Carmel.

3%When they saw this, all the people flung themselves on their faces and cried out:
“The LORD alone is God, The LORD alone is God!” “°Then Elijah said to them, “Seize
the prophets of Baal, let not a single one of them get away.” They seized them, and
Elijah took them down to the Wadi Kishon and slaughtered them there.
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| Kings 19:1-2

When Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had put all the prophets
to the sword, 2Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “Thus and more may the
gods do if by this time tomorrow I have not made you like one of them.”
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| Kings 21:27-29

2"\When Ahab heard these words, he rent his clothes and put sackcloth on his body. He
fasted and lay in sackcloth and walked about subdued. 22Then the word of the LORD
came to Elijah the Tishbite: 2“Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before
Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, | will not bring the disaster in his
lifetime; I will bring the disaster upon his house in his son’s time.”
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Mishnah Sanhedrin 90a
Three kings and four commoners have no portion in the World to Come: The three
kings are Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh.
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Sanhedrin 104b
The Doreshe Reshumoth maintained: All of them will enter the world to come, as it is
written (Ps. 60:9), “Gilead is mine, Manasseh is mine; Ephraim also is the strength of
my head...” ‘Gilead is mine’ this refers to Ahab, who fell at Ramoth-gilead...
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| Kings 18:21
Elijah approached all the people and said, “How long will you keep hopping between

two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; and if Baal, follow him!” But the
people answered him not a word.



