Matan: Judaism Encounters Zionism
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MISHNA: All may force their family to ascend to Eretz Yisrael, i.e., one may compel his family and
household to immigrate to Eretz Yisrael, but all may not remove others from Eretz Yisrael, as one may not
coerce one’s family to leave. Likewise, all may force their family to ascend to Jerusalem, and all may not,
i.e., no one may, remove them from Jerusalem. Both men and women may force the other spouse to
immigrate to Eretz Yisrael or to move to Jerusalem.

§ In relation to the basic point raised by the mishna concerning living in Eretz Yisrael, the Sages taught: A

person should always reside in Eretz Yisrael, even in a city that is mostly populated by gentiles, and he

should not reside outside of Eretz Yisrael, even in a city that is mostly populated by Jews. The reason is

that anyone who resides in Eretz Yisrael is considered as one who has a God, and anyone who resides

outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered as one who does not have a God. As it is stated: “To give to you the

land of Canaan, to be your God” (Leviticus 25:38).

The Gemara expresses surprise: And can it really be said that anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael

has no God? Rather, this comes to tell you that anyone who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered

as though he is engaged in idol worship. And so it says with regard to David: “For they have driven me

out this day that | should not cleave to the inheritance of the Lord, saying: Go, serve other gods”

(I Samuel 26:19). But who said to David: Go, serve other gods? Rather, this comes to tell you that anyone

who resides outside of Eretz Yisrael is considered as though he is engaged in idol worship.

§ The Gemara relates: Rabbi Zeira was avoiding being seen by his teacher, Rav Yehuda, as Rabbi Zeira

sought to ascend to Eretz Yisrael and his teacher disapproved. As Rav Yehuda said: Anyone who ascends

from Babylonia to Eretz Yisrael transgresses a positive mitzva, as it is stated:

111a

“They shall be taken to Babylonia and there they shall remain until the day that I recall them, said the

Lord” (Jeremiah 27:22). Based on that verse, Rav Yehuda held that since the Babylonian exile was imposed
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by divine decree, permission to leave Babylonia for Eretz Yisrael could be granted only by God. The
Gemara asks: And how does Rabbi Zeira interpret that verse? The Gemara answers that Rabbi Zeira
maintains that that verse is written about the Temple service vessels, and it does not refer to the Jewish
people, as the previous verse states: “Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels
that remain in the house of the Lord” (Jeremiah 27:21). Consequently, Rabbi Zeira sought to ascend to
Eretz Yisrael.

The Gemara asks: And how does Rav Yehuda respond to this argument? The verse is clearly referring to
the Temple vessels, not to the people. The Gemara answers that another verse is written: “l adjure you, O
daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles and by the hinds of the field, that you not awaken or stir up love,
until it please” (Song of Songs 2:7). Rabbi Yehuda derived from here that no act of redemption should be
performed until a time arrives when it pleases God to bring about the redemption.

And Rabbi Zeira maintains that the oath mentioned in that verse means that the Jews should not ascend
to Eretz Yisrael as a wall, i.e., en masse, whereas individuals may immigrate as they wish. The Gemara
asks: And what does Rav Yehuda reply to this? The Gemara answers that this command is derived from
another verse in which “l adjure you” (Song of Songs 3:5) is written. The Gemara asks: And how does
Rabbi Zeira explain the repetition of this oath in these verses?

The Gemara explains: That verse is necessary for that which was taught by Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi
Hanina, who said: Why are these three oaths (Song of Songs 2:7, 3:5, 8:4) needed? One, so that the Jews
should not ascend to Eretz Yisrael as a wall, but little by little. And another one, that the Holy One,
Blessed be He, adjured the Jews that they should not rebel against the rule of the nations of the world.
And the last one is that the Holy One, Blessed be He, adjured the nations of the world that they should
not subjugate the Jews excessively.

And how does Rav Yehuda respond? It is written: “That you not awaken or stir up love” (Song of Songs
2:7), which serves to amplify and include a prohibition against Jews immigrating to Eretz Yisrael. The
Gemara asks: And how does Rabbi Zeira explain the extra emphasis of this phrase?

The Gemara explains: He needs this phrase for that which was taught by Rabbi Levi, who said: These six
oaths, i.e., the aforementioned three verses containing oaths, each of which contains the phrase “That you
not awaken or stir up,” why are they necessary? Three are those that we said and explained above. The
other three oaths are as follows: That those who know should not reveal the end of days; and that they
should not distance the end of days by saying that it is still distant; and that they should not reveal the
secret of the Jews to the nations.
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Rabbi Norman Lamm, The Ideology of Neturei Karta According to the Satmerer Version, Tradition

) The Satmarer acknowledges that in other areas, such as earn-
ing a livelihood and promoting health, divine governance of
human affairs does not contradict human initiative; but he as-
serts, without adequate distinction, that this does not apply to
the redemption of Isracl — here only God can act, not man
(VM, 137). In effect, he seizes upon one strand in the complex
Jewish tradition, that of religious quietism, and transforms it
into the very fountainhead of Judaism; what we might call
“quietistic apoliticism™ becomes for him the fundamental ex-
pression of Jewish faith. Hence, he considers the very idea .of
an independent Jewish State, before or without Messiah, as
heretical. Political initiative is a gesture of defiance of the
dlvxqg Redeemer (VM, 7); it is an act of arrogance, and is
“cymcal” or dog-like (WM, 113),



Frfm the a!:qve, the Satmarer concludes that “forcing the
E.nd, -ljnuman.mltiative in precipitating the redemption, is the
vilest sin avaﬂs.able to Jews today. Zionism is thus fh; arch-
hcres?r of our times — and, of course, Theodore Herzl is the
heresiarch of modern Jewish history. For only God can redeem
and any endeavor by man to hasten the process is a breach of
faith and an intolerable and perfidious act of arrogance.

dangling before it the wicked templation O LIVISUL i1 & WUk,
the Neturei Karta's reading of this history is: demonological.
The State of Israel is a satanic kingdom that has unloosed dark
powers upon the Jewish people. The Satmarer even names the
demon in charge of this unholy intervention in human affairs:
Samael. Samael is frequently mentioned in the Zohar and Kab-
balistic literature and occasionally in the Talmud and Midrash.
(The Satmarer does not consider a symbolic interpretation of
demons.) Samael, general of the profane legions, is charged
by God with ensuring the success of Zionism and the State of
Israel (M 10). God permits this because Zionism is a nisayon,
‘a trial or test for Jews: will they succumb to the evil illusion
of their own autonomous initiative in effecting redemption, or
will they faithfully refrain from interfering in the course of the
divinely preordained destiny of Israel? (VM 8). Such demonici

The Satmarer insists that our passage concerning the oaths,
despite its obvious non-legal style and form, is not Aggadah but
Halakhah (VM 12), and he proceeds to apply to it the whole,
complex, systematic halakhic methodolgy of analysis and de-
cision. The results are often grotesque. For instance, this in-
volves him in a number of immediate difficulties — such as
Maimonides’ omission of the whole passage of “oaths” from his
legal code in the Laws of Kings, where he discusses Messiah.
The author’s response is fanciful, to say the least. He asserts
that the “oaths” are not technically oaths but — far more than
oaths! They are fundamentals of Judaism, the essence of the
faith, and hence not classifiable as ordinary halakhot (VM 67).



However, the Neturei Karta’s uncompromising 1aeoiogical
integrity is not matched by an equal intellectual honesty. R.
Menachem M. Kasher and others have pointed out the careless
manner in which the sources are treated so as to yield a pre-
determined conclusion. The Talmudic passage of the oaths, for
instance, can be easily disputed. Most objectionable is the Sat-
marer’s misapplication of legal, halakhic methodology to non-
legal, aggadic texts. Classical talmudists often did this, but only
as a kind of academic playfulness, never imagining it to be a |
bona fide avenue for determining practical issues. There are
many other instances where the Satmarer tries to fit a square
peg in a circle; his intellectual gymnastics are a tribute to his
mental agility, not to scholarly objectivity. The Jewish tradi- |
tion certainly does possess, here and there, a quietistic element,
one that was most noticeable in Hasidism. But it certainly does
not predominate. Similarly, his simplistic, demonological inter-
pretation of Jewish history would be amusing were it not fright-
ening.

The Neturei Karta are incapable of appreciating that the
Jewish tradition often embraces divergent views, and that it is |
neither necessary nor desirable to reconcile them. The Neturei
Karta thus emerge with an awesomely consistent ideology. But
its very coherence and consistency is itself an indication of its
vulnerability. One need not return to the philosophic criticisms
of id=ology to feel that the ideology here discussed ignores much |
of Jewish tradition and literature — which, reflecting life itself, |
possesses ambignities, ambivalences, paradoxes, Thus, his sim-|

) Second, the existence of this group, scandalous as it 50me-
Imes may seem, can prove a much needed corrective. There
may be a time when Israel will incline to an inflated view of its
OWn power a._nd prowess. Its triumphs may, in the nature of
things, go to its head, and militarism may some day turn fr

an unwanled necessity to a way of life. Moses alread od
7 4 . warned
us against boasting that “my power and my might have}rw:nught

all this.” Mq-der? Israel must scrupulously avoid this fallacy
a fallacy W]].]E:h is dangerous not only morally and spirituaﬂ;;
but also politically. The Neturei Karta are irritating reminders
that activism can lead to the illusion of total self-sufficiency,

and self-sufficiency to arro )
and el Y gance, and arrogance to presumptu-

ol * .a
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