Matan - Judaism and the ISM
Judaism and Racism

#1 - Religious foundations of business
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between bHginess competitors, between producer and consumer. Here Judaism £
Ahe prolslam *

reminds us that normal business ethics is essentlally more fundamental than A

isolated crimes of passion and viclence. It reminds us that there is a

religious foundation of business, and that is: the pervasive faith that the

Almighty is a zan u-mefarness la-kecl, a feeder and supplier for all humans --

without relying upon dishonesty and unethical behavior.

The recent Civil Rights march on Washington, which is undoubtedly a high
and glorious point in the history of our country, should set us thinking
in the same direction. The crux of the issue is not so much "freedom now"
for the Megroes, as self-pespect and dignity now for the white majority
which allowed such disgraceful discrimination to continue unabated for 100
years after the Emancipation Proclamation. It was bad enough when hate-

frenzied mobs lynched individual Negroes. But this crime of ;.haﬂkhat damim
(homicide) is exceeded by the greater blot on our record: the methodical
economic exploitation of one segment of our population, the systematic
oppression of one race as the source of cheap labor and its designation as
the first to suffer in any economic recession. When the economy of a great

nation is built upon such patent injustice, it is a crime of avodah zarah,

it is abreach of faith. It bespeaks lack of faith in O-d Who is av ehad

le=kulanu, One Father for all humans, making us all brothersj It is a lack

of faith that democracy really can function as its advocates claim for it, and
\5

is not merely a propaganda term in power palitics]lmiﬁn lack of faith that

America ean live up to its full destiny as a beacon for all peoples, opening

new horizons of hope for the oppressed of all the world.
#2 - Insights into evil - feb 29th 1964
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This development of insight into evil refers not only to ancient but to modern
idolatries as well. Whether it is scientism or materialism, commnism or
even godless humanism, the same three stages are required of man: the first,
where you acknowledge immediately its absurdity and fallacy; the secondjwhare
you begin to appreciate the raticnale and explanailonj and ihe third whers,
with a great deal more sophistication, you rise newertheless %o the moral
neignts af rejection. And the same devalopmant must apply to one of the most
pernleious and idolatrous doctrines in the memory of living man, one that has

caused untold grief to uncounted millions in our century: that of race

superiority and race inferiority.

My recent trip to South Africa left me overwhelmed by the exhilarating beauty
of the country, its great wealth, and the abundanca of its natural resources.
#nd yet I had the feeling that it is a tortured country, gripped by a tragic
agony that dominates all thinking, underlies all conversations, and pervades
all polities in this highly politicized community. The race problem is a pall
that, in this land of magnificient climate and almost endless sunshine,
darkens the heart of the country from one end to the other. The reaction to
Apartheid, the doctrine of separate development of the races based upon the
idea that the white race is superior to the non-white, must also go through

thesa threa stapas.




It is true that we New Yorkers must not rush over-zealously to condemn and
criticize those in other states, let alone other lands, For (without in any
way favoring or denying the claims of certain Negro groups which may or may not
be justified) we certainly have not been blemishless ourselves; and our race
preblem is far less severe and threatening to us than that in South Africa,
Nevertheless, wherever one man oppresses another and shuns him because of the
color of his skinj; wherever ons man denies another the benefit of his own labor
and the right to the bounty of God's nature because of race or religion,

whether it be in Georgia or Johannesburg, in Corona or Capetown; it is idolatry,
because it denies the fatherhood of God. It is an affront to Torah, because

Torah recognizes only ones Apartheid: that between tamei ve 'tahor, between pure

-
and impure, good and evil, gentle and wild, malevolent and benevolent,
We Jews who have suffered so from silence, fromthe silence of‘Popes and
Presidents and organized populations during the time we needed help, when
our families were slaughtered by the millions, we especially must not keep

silent when an injustice is committed against others in our presence,

#3 - Putting a bad conscience to good use (october 1966)
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I would like to state at the outset that I prefer to see
the problem in its true perspective without any extremist appeal.
We Jews, as Jews, are not responsible for the conditions of Negroes
in the United States. Our grandfathers were not slaveholders who
deviged this cruel and inhuman system. When the Negroes were
being emancipated in the 1860s, we too were being emancipated in
the ghettos of Europe. Indeed, on this very day of October 29th,
in 1833 in Austria, we experienced our very first instance of

-----------------:E:------------------
legal political emancipation.

Nevertheless, we have participated in a growing economy
which has to a large extent thrived on the exploitatiom of
minorities, and we have shared deeply held prejudices about them.
One need not masochistically excuse bigots like Leroy Jones and
embrace other fanatics of the Black Power movement in order to
apprecliate that all whites suffer, or should suffer, some degree
of a bad conscience.

The question is, what shall we do about it? Not to feel
any guilt, any troubling of the conscience, is a sign of our own
moral failure. We must experience some hirhurei devarim. Yet,
to go overboard and dedicate our wheole life to civil rights, te
make of it an ersatz religion to replace Judaism, to concentrate
only on the rights of others while ignoring the preservation of our
own community here and overseas -- is to lose perspective and to
reveal an inner moral weakness while we try to strengthen ourselves

morally in some other directiom.

Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris, Truth and Peace Commission




I would like to pmpoint the failings are far as the Jewish community 1s concerned of
all that happened in the apartheid era. The Jewish community did not uutiate
apartherd. Many in the Jewish community did not agree with apartheid. Almost
everyone in the Jewish community had a kind of awkward tension about aparthesd,
but most of the Jewish community benetited in one way or another from apartheid. 1
want to read what Stephen Friedman, the Director of the Centre for Policy Studies
recently wrote:

"No Jew who lived in South Africa during the apartheid period can plausibly claim
that his or her circumstances today are not 1 some measure a result of apartheid.
Anyone who succeeded in business, benefited from a right to economic activity which
was denied others. Anyone who recetved a professional qualification, enjoyed a place
at school, college, university which was denied to the majority on racial grounds alone.
Anyone who enjoyed an authentic Jewssh famuly life, Judaism is a domestic religion,
did so in a home which persons not classified as whites could neither own nor
occupy, save as a hired servant, 1 which latter case they were not permitted to enjoy a
family life of their own. Any member of our community who found a job in a
corporation or as a skilled artisan, probably occupied a post from which those
classified not-white were barred".

Yes, many worked hard to aclueve what they now have and employed much natural
ability to do it. But can we really say that all of us would be what we are today, in the
Jewish community, if apartheid had never existed? Can anyone of us, as a matter of
prnciple, since it 1s impossible to determine how South African Judaism would have
feared without apartheid, declare contidently that we enjoy no skills, capabilities and
possessions which apartheid gave us? We bear responsibility today, whatever role we
played in the past, however many letters we wrote to the newspapers, however many
bursaries we sponsored, however civil we were to our workers or servants, because it
1s possible, indeed probable, that our personal circumstances are products of
apartheid. And it we are responsible for this country’s past, we ate of course
responsible for its future. In that the Jewish community benetited from apartheid,
apology must be given to this commussion.

#4 - Sinai - burden vs blessing
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Law and Order - oct 19th 1968

I would urge you, my dear friends, to be honest with your-
selves, Let all of us be honest about our motives for calling for
greater law and order in the face of the soecial crisis that besets
us. Of course, we want law and order. The facile and simplistic

answer, "soclal revolution," or "they are trying to mske up for 3IU0

years of slavery," will not restore his life savings to a Jewish

=8 =
merchant in the ghetto area who was looted, and is innocent of
any wrong=doing == whose great-grandfather was not a slave trader
in the South, but a peddler in the ghettos of Europe. It is easy,
all too easy, for a white Jewigh upper=-class suburbanite to excuse
the excesses of Negro rioters, as long as it 1s not his store and
his savings that have been destroved. So we must be for law and
order and for controlling all extremist groups.

But -- as Jews, who have a long and peculiar and specific
history, we must not allow xenophobia and fear and raciagl antagon-
isms and imnate bigotry to emerge in plous disguises. We who have
baen the perennial victim of ecruel povernments and estgblished
anti-Semitic powers who legislated us into bondage -- everything
according to the "law and ordexr" which they formulated -- we must
not allow the cry for "law and order" to become a teool te be man=
ipulated for unfairness and injustice and oppression. We must, of
course, practice enlightened self-interest. But we must nda confuse
the desire for stricter law enforcement, which is necessary, with

the development of a police state.



Keeping Our Motives Pure, May 1963

It is for this reason, strange as it may seem, that ayhite Rabbi rises

to support the charge of a Black Muslim, Malcolm X, one of the leaders

of this extremlist Negro group, has recently criticized Pres. Kemnedy:

"In his talk with Alabama editors, Kennedy did not urge that Negrees be
treated right because it is the right thing to do, Instead, he said

that if the Neqmeﬂ aren't well treat-d the Muslims would become a threat,
He urges a change not because it is right but because the world is watching

this country. Kemmedy is wrong because his motivation is wrong" (N.Y.Times).

Of course, this an extremist group which ir many ways can become quite dangerous
but the argument is right. It is directed not only against our President, but
against all or mest of us. The first reaction of most of us to the shocking
indignities our Negro f@llow citizens are subject to in Alabama was not only
revulsion at the cruelty of what was happening, but also the nagging thought:
what will the Russians say? What will the neutrals think of us? How will

this alter our image in the eyes of free Africa? Our motives were mixed.

In faet, had they truly been pure, our government and society would have acted
mich earlier to put an end to the abuses, the humiliations, the bigotry which

are the fodder for the fanatics' cannon. We would have corrected this ugly

situation before it degenerated as it did.




