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1. Rambam, Laws of Megillah and Chanukah, Introduction
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There are two rabbinic mitzvot, which are not part of the count [of biblical mitzvot]

e How can the Rambam say there is only one mitzvah (one for Purim, one for Chanukah) on Purim? There are four:
Megillah, Mishloach Manot, Matanot L’Evyonim, and the Seudah? What might this imply about the connection
between these four?

e What is the purpose of these laws? How is it accomplished for Megillah? The other mitzvot? We will focus on
Megillah and Seudah.

e  What is the nature of Pirsumei Nisa?

e What drives the obligation? Is it purely rabbinic, or it is biblical?

e These questions will take the sources from 2-11

2. Talmud Megillah 3b
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Shall I say that the reading of the Megillah takes precedence in order to proclaim the miracle, or does perhaps [the
burying of] the met mitzvah take precedence because of the respect due to human beings? — After propounding the
question, he himself answered it saying, [Burying] the meth mizah takes precedence, since a Master has said: Great is
the [obligation to pay due] respect to human beings, since it overrides a negative precept of the Torah

3. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 689:6
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It is a good custom to bring children to hear the reading of the Megillah.

4. Mishna Berura ibid 16
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To educate them in the Mitzvah of publicizing the miracle. For this reason, the congregation is accustomed to read
these pesukim out loud, as they are the main part of the beginning of the miracle and its end. They are 1) The Jewish
Man... 2) And Mordechai went out... 3) For the Jews... 4) Because Mordechai. [We do this] to wake up the children
so they won’t sleep and will pay attention to the reading.

5. 'Talmud Berachot 31a
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Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai: It is forbidden for someone to fill his mouth with
laughter in this wortld, as it says “then our mouths will be filled with laughter and our toungues with joy.” When?
When the nations shall say “God has done great with these.”

6. Talmidei Rabbeinu Yonah, Berachot 21b-22a (Dapei Hallfas)
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When will our mouths be filled with laughter and joy will be permitted? When [God] will petrform miracles for us and
save us. Then, at that time, we will rejoice to reveal his wonders and his mighty acts, and the nations will say “God
has done great with these,” and they will see our joy and be shamed. And this joy, which is the joy of the Creatot, is
a great mitzvah because of pirsumer nisa. Similar to this is what was said in the Midrash ($hir HaShirim Rabbah 1),
“This is the day that God has made, let us rejoice and be happy bo, [lit. in it/him — leaving an ambiguity as to whether
we ate rejoicing on the day, or with our relationship with God, which the Midrash resolves], meaning to say “in God.”
Meaning to say, even though this day is a holiday and miracles and wonders were done for us and we rejoice in them,



still, the primary joy is not because of the holiday but because of God, to publicize all the great things and all the
wonders that He does with us.

7. Esther 9: 17-22
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17 on the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and on the fourteenth day of the same they rested, and made it a day of
feasting and gladness. 18 But the Jews that were in Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day thereof, and on
the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same they rested, and made it a day of feasting and
gladness. 19 Therefore do the Jews of the villages, that dwell in the unwalled towns, make the fourteenth day of the
month Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions one to another. 20 And Mordecai
wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh
and far, 21 to enjoin them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the
same, yearly, 22 the days wherein the Jews had rest from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto them
from sorrow to gladness, and from mourning into a good day; that they should make them days of feasting and
gladness, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.

8. Talmud Pesachim 68b
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Rav Yosef said: All agree that on Purim you also need “for you”. Why? It says “days of joy and celebration.”

9. Meiri ibid
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The third [reason to fast] is to pray for the tearing up of a dectee, or for a [bad] dream, or [for] repentance, or an
abundance of prayer. That is permitted on any day, even Shabbat, but we exclude Purim because of Pirsumei Nisa.

10. Erkai Tanaaim page 503
M DMN MYYT DNITI ,NTIVOL INION IPOYY 97YNY 1NNV D0 NDIN MDD SWURI N3N 1IN NNIP NYVWA P20 DN
NYITP DIV PR DN NINNY 29D ..19T XD DN NTIVO DMPY DAYV NYYA 15720 PN I7YN ...1IN MOWN) NNYNY NNYNH
DN NN MPN IPY NN 07192 NINHNN NNRIP ...NTIVOL NI DM NI DIN 12N PRI DN M)

On Purim we make the blessing when we read the Megillah: Megillah, Nissim, Shehecheyanu. Even though the central
recognition is during the meal, as it is written “to make them days of feasting and gladness, and of sending portions
one to another, and gifts to the poor,” ... still we don’t make the blessing when we sit down to fulfill the Purim meal,
nor do we say Zman... For Chanukah and Purim have no holiness, and the miracle is not noticeable through the day
or the meal... The reading of the Megillah is the central decree for recognizing the miracle.

11. Ibid 180
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Purim is also for Pirsumei Nisa, as Rava said “if one ate the Purim meal at night, he did not fulfill his obligation. The
central point, we must explain, is that [then] it is done with Mishloach Manot, Matanot L’Evyonim, food, and that is
during the day.

e This issue has an interesting implication for combining the Seudah of Purim with that of Shabbat or Brit Milah.
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