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18. Rabbi Chaim Jachter (See also Shut Minchat Asher 2:44 who invokes “Et Laaso?”)

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik (see the sources cited in Nefesh HaRav p. 88) believes that history sometimes can resolve certain
Halachic and Hashkafic disputes, as it indicates the Will of Hashem. In this context, it appears that Jewish music has proven
itself to be a potent component of the critical struggle for Orthodox Jewish cultural survival. In an environment that is saturated
with music, much of which is antithetical to Torah values, the existence of a vibrant Jewish music scene is essential as an
alternative to the other deleterious options. Moreover, establishing a sort of Orthodox subculture is absolutely essential for
cultural survival, especially for Modern Orthodox Jews. We espouse the belief of Rav Soloveitchik that we must follow the
example of Avraham Avinu, who presented himself to his Hittite neighbors as a "stranger and a resident" (Breishit 23:4). We
believe that while on the one hand we must be "residents" and integrate into the economic, scientific, and certain aspects of the
cultural life in this country, we must also be "strangers" and form our own "subculture" in order to survive as a culture in a
country that is hospitable and inviting. Along with the creation of Orthodox shuls, schools, camps, and youth groups, the world
of Jewish music has made an enormous contribution to the creation of this Orthodox subculture....
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e Is there a prohibition to divide the verse, or an obligation to complete it?
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o Isit only “Pesukim of Moshe, or all Pesukim?
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e  When could it be permitted?
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