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Jewish Months: What's in a Name?

I. A Dual Calendar

Solar Aspects
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(11) but the land you are about to cross into and possess, a land of hills and valleys,
soaks up its water from the rains of heaven. (12) It is a land which the LORD your God
looks after, on which the LORD your God always keeps His eye, from year’s beginning
to year’s end.

Lunar Aspects
212" M 3
MWD W 022 X TIYRT Dwan WX 037 0 wnE (Q)
This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the
months of the year for you.
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On your new moons you shall present a burnt offering to the LORD: two bulls of the
herd, one ram, and seven yearling lambs, without blemish.

Double Holidays
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(14) Three times a year you shall hold a festival for Me: (15) You shall observe the Feast
of Unleavened Bread—eating unleavened bread for seven days as I have commanded
you—at the set time in the month of Aviv, for in it you went forth from Egypt; and
none shall appear before Me empty-handed; (16) and the Feast of the Harvest, of the
first fruits of your work, of what you sow in the field; and the Feast of Ingathering at
the end of the year, when you gather in the results of your work from the field.
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II. Months & Their Names
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That Rabbi Hanina said the names of the months came up with (the returning Jews)
from Babylonia. Originally it was called the month of “Might,” during which forefathers
were born, forefathers died, and the foremothers were remembered. Originally it was
called the month of “Wilt” during which the grain withers, and the earth becomes dry.
And during which animals are given fodder that has stored grain. Originally it was
called the month of “Splendor” during which the world is radiant and the shoots and
trees are visible (blossoming). Now and going forward [since the return from Babylon]
“it was in the month of Nisan in the twentieth year”, “and it was in the month of Kislev
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in the twentieth year”, “in the tenth month, which is Tevet.”
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The month of Spring ....Know that in the Hebrew language the months have no proper
names. The names that appear in Scripture - like Nisan [Esther 3: 7], Sivan [Esther 8: 9],
Kislev [Nehemiah 1: 1], Tevet [Esther 2: 16], and Adar [Esther 3: 7] - are all Aramaic.
Consequently, Scripture had to tell us, “...this being the month of Nisan” [Esther 3: 7].
The only Hebrew terms that we find are the descriptive terms “Splendor” [I Kings 6: 1],
“Mighty” [1 Kings 8: 2], and “Wilt” [I Kings 6: 38]...
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9 Babylonian Calendar
Similar names found in Akkadian, Sumerian, Babylonian, and Assyrian sources.
Res Satti
Nisanu (Nisan), Ayaru (lyar), Simanu (Sivan), Dumuzu (Tamuz)
Misil Satti
Abu (Av), Ululu (Elul), Tashritu (Tishrei), Samnu (Cheshvan)
Qit Satti
Kislimu (Kislev), Tebetu (Tevet), Shabatu (Shevat), Adaru (Adar)

III. Case Study: Chodesh Cheshvan
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And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul - that is, the eighth month - the House
was completed according to all its details and all its specifications. It took him seven
years to build.

Agricultural Significance
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This is Mar Cheshvan; [when] the grass in the field decays, and cattle is given fodder
from what is stored, from the expression “and he gave fodder to the donkeys.”
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And he took him into his house. He mixed fodder for the donkeys; they bathed their
feet and ate and drank.
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This is Marcheshvan as it is said "this is the eighth month." It is called so because of
the rains that begin during the month, as in the flood. And the words of the sages
explain that in the month of bul the leaves wither and the land becomes dry. During
this month fodder for the animals is mixed with previously stored grain.

Historical Significance
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IN THE SECOND MONTH - Rabbi Eliezer said, “This is the month Marcheshvan”.

rschuraytz@gmail.com



©"uwn 17021 Young Israel Jamaica Estates

27 w12 16
P72 D°Y2X] DO DX PIRGTPU DY Y

TR L, XN w1 17
MY Y 92 DY) PRI P O DPUIXWARRT N3 100W MI2Y TU AUY ADIK 17 RYIN 0K
0217 10 19021 DY DR Wpa WIRnG 12 ThPW Miay: .o °uaX Yoy 2and n o
(112, X 0°370) 912 M3 WY NOXD MWD 0Ky
You find that from that time until Solomon erected the Temple, it rained continuously
for forty days each year as a reminder of the waters of the flood that lasted forty days.
After Solomon completed the Temple, he pleaded for mercy for them, and the rains
ceased, as it says: And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul (I Kings 6:38).
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They said in the Tanchuma that from the time of the flood every year there were 40
days of rain in Cheshvan until Solomon built the Temple and prayed that these rains
would stop. Therefore it is written the month of bul [without the n] taken
from mabul and leaving bul.
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For in another seven days’ time I will make it rain upon the earth, forty days and forty
nights, and I will blot out from the earth all existence that I created.
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FOR IN ANOTHER SEVEN DAYS — These are the seven days of mourning for the
righteous man Methuselah in whose honor the Holy One, blessed be He, postponed
punishment. Calculate the years of Methuselah and you will find they ended in the six
hundredth year of Noah'’s life (which coincided with the Flood) (Sanhedrin 108b).
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Benjamin was born on the 11th of Marcheshvan and died at 115 years of age.
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And Rachel bore a son in the night, and called his name "Son of my sorrow"; for she
suffered in giving him birth: but his father called his name Benjamin, on the eleventh
of the eighth month in the first of the sixth week of this jubilee.
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