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It is stated: “A man shall fear his mother and his father” (Leviticus 19:3), and it is stated: “You shall fear the Lord

your God and Him you shall serve” (Deuteronomy 6:13). The verse equates the fear of one’s father and mother to
the fear of the Omnipresent.
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His students said to him: Our teacher, bless us. He said to them: May it be His will that the fear of Heaven shall be

upon you like the fear of flesh and blood. His students were puzzled and said: To that point and not beyond?

Shouldn’t one fear God more? He said to them: Would that a person achieve that level of fear. Know that when one

commits a transgression, he says to himself: | hope that no man will see me. If one was as concerned about avoiding
shame before God as he is before man, he would never sin.
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We have become accustomed to think that the concepts of fear and joy are far removed from each other, opposites that
cannot coexist: he who is afraid is not happy, and he who is happy is not afraid. When, however, we reflect upon the
matter from a Torah perspective, things look very different. We would see that not only are fear and joy not enemies, not
only does one not negate the other, but just the opposite: they reinforce and complement each other. A person cannot
acquire fear without at the same time acquiring joy, for the one cannot exist without the other.
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You shall surely tithe all the increase of your seed that the field brings forth year by year. And you shall eat before the
Lord your God, in the place which He shall choose to place His name there, the tithe of your corn, of your wine, and of
your oil, and the firstlings of your herds, and of your flocks; that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.
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According to the general understanding of the fear of God, it should follow that when a person would come to Jerusalem
to learn the fear of God, he would immerse himself in grief and sorrow, dread and worry; his eyes would issue forth fear
and sadness, and Jerusalem — the city which instilled the fear [of God] — would go into mourning; thousands of people
would cast off the vanities of the world and of life, they would go about all day long with angry faces, wrapped in bitter
thoughts, and creating a frightening atmosphere and an environment full of sadness and worry that kills life and the
yearning for life. How could it be any different?
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And if the way be too long for you, so that you are not able to carry it; because the place is too far from you, which the
Lord your God shall choose to set His name there, when the Lord your God has blessed you: then shall you turn [the
produce] into money, and bind up the money in your hand, and shall go to the place which the Lord your God shall
choose; and you shall bestow that money on all that your heart desires, on oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or
whatever your soul requires: and you shall eat there before the Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you, and your
household.
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The Torah is not describing life that is restricted or petty, a life of crude and cheap desires that run about in man’s heart
and confine him in narrow and suffocating straits. A Torah life is illuminated by God'’s light; it opens up wide expanses
before man, broadening his heart and soul. His eyes will see all the worlds, and his thoughts will encompass eternity. A
life of Torah is so pure and pleasant that it does not contain even the slightest unpleasantness — spiritual or material.



