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THE IVORY THRONE
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The Collection of Materials from Taxes (10:14-17)
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Where is this money coming from?
1. Rashi 14:1

14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one
year was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold,

15 beside that which came of the merchants, and of the
traffic of the traders, and of all the kings of the mingled
people and of the governors of the country.

16 And king Solomon made two hundred targets of
beaten gold: six hundred shekels of gold went to one
target.

17 And he made three hundred shields of beaten gold:
three pounds of gold went to one shield; and the king
put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. {P}
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2. Abarbanel 10:14
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What is that in today’s money?

A talent weighs roughly 75 U.S. pounds (34.3 kilograms), which is equal to 1,094 troy ounces. At $1,318.78 per
troy ounce, a talent of gold in today's value is worth $1,442,745. Solomon received 666 talents of the metal
EACH YEAR. This means the value of what he got each year was $960,868,383.12 a year.

What are these shields for?
3. Abarbanel 10:16
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Why are we being told this?
4. Chida 10:14
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Shlomo’s Throne (10:18-25)
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18 Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and
overlaid it with the finest gold.

19 There were six steps to the throne, and the top of the
throne was round behind; and there were arms on either
side by the place of the seat, and two lions standing
beside the arms.

20 And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on
the other upon the six steps; there was not the like made
in any kingdom.

21 And all king Solomon’s drinking-vessels were of
gold, and all the vessels of the house of the forest of
Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of silver; it was
nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon.

22 For the king had at sea a navy of Tarshish with the
navy of Hiram; once every three years came the navy of
Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and
peacocks.

23 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth
in riches and in wisdom.

24 And all the earth sought the presence of Solomon, to
hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.
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Picture of Shlomo’s throne
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| Where is Tarshish?

|

25 And they brought every man his present, vessels of
silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment, and armour, and
spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year. {S}

What is the symbolism of this throne?
S. Malbim 10:20
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0. Abarbanel 10:18
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What happened to the throne?
7. Midrash Esther Rabba 1:12
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8. Malbim 10:22
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9. Jewish Encyclopedia - “Tarshish”

Both the Septuagint and the Vulgate, render ”Tarshish” by ”Carthage,” apparently suggested by Jewish tradition. Indeed, the Targum of
Jonathan renders “Tarshish” in I Kings xxii. 48 and Jer. x. 9 by ”Afriki,” that is, Carthage.
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Josephus (“Ant.” i. 6, § 1), apparently reading ”Tarshush,” identifies it with Tarsus in Cilicia. This identification was adopted by Bunsen and
Sayce (”Expository Times,” 1902, p. 179); but it scems from Assyrian inscriptions that the original Hebrew name of Tarsus was not
"Tarshush.” Bochart (in his ”Phaleg”), followed by many later scholars, identifies Tarshish with Tartessus, mentioned by Herodotus and Strabo
as a district of southern Spain; he thinks, morcover, that “Tartessus” is the Aramaic form of “Tarshish.” On the other hand, Le Page Renouf
("Proc. Soc. Bibl. Arch.” xvi. 104 ez seq.) refutes this theory, declaring besides that Tartessus never really existed. Renouf”s opinion is that
"Tarshish” means a coast, and, as the word occurs frequently in connection with Tyre, the Phenician coast is to be understood.
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Why are the emissaries coming?
10. Gan Naul, Bayis Sheini 6:6:3 [R. Naftali Hertz Videl 1725-1805]
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