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Introducing Shemot

What is the Book called? Exodus, Shemot, The Second Book, Geula?
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The Five Books of the Torah: Sefer Bereishit, the second chumash (Shemot), the book of the Priests
(Vayikra), the book of the censuses (Bamidbar), and Mishneh Torah (Devarim).
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Said R’ Simon: Five times (in Bereishit ch.1) does the word light appear — in correspondence to the Five
books of the Torah.
And God said 1et there be light” (1:3) — corresponding to Bereishit — in which God created His world.
And there was light’ (ibid.) — corresponding to Shemot — in which Israel emerged from darkness to light
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The Book of Shemot is dedicated to the first Galut (Exile)...and to the Redemption from it... The Exile is not
complete (ended) until they return to their place and to the level of their forefathers. Now when they
left Egypt, even though they had left the House of Slavery, they were still considered to be in a State of Exile,
for they were in a foreign land, wandering in the Wilderness. However when they reached Mt. Sinai and set
up the Mishkan, and God returned to them, establishing his Shekhina (presence) amongst them... THEN
they were considered to be redeemed. Thus the Sefer ends with the completion of the Mishkan which the
Gloty of God would fill.

Structure and Content of Shemot From Bereishit to Shemot
e Ch.1-15 The Slavery and Exodus e Avot to Am — Family to People/Politics
e Ch.16-24 Journey to Sinai, the Torah and e Narrative to Law
Revelation. e  Success and Failure

e (Ch.25-40 The Mishkan (Tabernacle) Away From the East to Away From the West

Rav Dovid Tzvi Hoffman (Germany, d.1921), Commentary to Shemot, Introduction

Just as Sefer Bereishit begins with a description of the creation of the world and of mankind, so does Sefer
Shemot begin with a description of A Yisrael. And, indeed, one can view the turning of the children of Israel
into a people, an act of ‘creation’ by the Holy One...

In a sense Bereishit is an introduction to the Torah as a whole, yet the Torah as a book of laws begins only in
Shemot. Admittedly, at the beginning of this work we find a historical narrative, yet this story is the
fundamental source of Torah law — a law which would not be comprehensible without this story. And this is
not only because many individual mitzvoth are derived from the story of the Exodus. Rather Torah law as a
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