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InTthis[book, Solomon(did motemploy [expressions [Which wouldbe $ynonymous[Wwith the meaning [of
hevel,[asThis[father[did: MenlofllowldegreelareIvanity, Tand menlof highldegreelareallie T(Psalms[62:10).
Similarly, IThavelspentiystrengthfor “nought landvanity [(Isaiah[49:4). MSolomon however, Mitilized[only the
term hevellin(thiséntirebook becausehispurposeWasdirected o thelmeaningoftheWword Aavial(breath). Tn
my[estimation, [thelexpression haveillhavalimTinMinlike kinglofTkingsTand alservantlofiservants.[TRather,[it
expressesal command; “Solomon[bids man[tomullify[the Vanities andheither fmakelthemamainstayofThis
thoughts "hor [think [thatThe"¢anlgive fmuch$ubstancefothem. TSolomon(thenldeviated[[fromthe Subject]and
commenced [anlaccountéflcreationlingeneral, [fexpressinghis belief] That Thelindividual Things Which[Stem{from
thefmainlones[¢ontain theldelightsloflthelsonsloflimen((2:8)andthelaffairsWhich[man tnistakenly followsand
sins. [t s [fhey [thatlare Vanity, Butthelélements [exist[@andéndure.

Thusthelsaid, ‘Haveillhavalim saith[Koheles, Chavaillhavalim, 'lalllis anity. (What profitthathihanof
allThisTlaborTwhereinThellaborethTunderthe[3un (1:203)? TThat[isfolsay, What[doesMman[gain[from[allthe
physical(foil ‘dt whichheTabors? TEvenlifTheWerefoleéxert[great[effort, mothing ik [likely Toléndure Ffor Tim; fit Will
allTeavehimJust(astheBreathWhichlis[eéxhaledland Whosedessation[0fTexistencelis incomprehensible o him.
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ThelJewishnan(and the bottle
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BRUSSELS(EJP)[ICan(alJew be buried together (withabottle 0f Vodka[?

TheRabbinical[Center [0fTEurope (RCE), Which assistsiorethan[600 [Tabbis[across [Europeon/issueslofTdaily
life, vas[confrontedlast Wweek [Withthis Veryunusual Thalachic[(related[fo[Halachaor [JewishlTeligious [law)
question(after(a Mmember 0fTa [Jewish[community[in[Germany passed@way.

Theman’sTastwill Wwas[fobeburied Wwith [his[best [friend, [a[bottleCofTVodka, with[Whichhehad mever parted
duringhis Tifetime.

After[hearingthe Gweird[Tequest,the[Jewish community’s Fabbi immediately "contactedthe[RCE'shalachic
expertsin[Brussels[inlorder foldetermineifTitis [PermissiblefoPlaced bottle'0fTVodka inthelgravelofltheMan.

Germany (has Becomelthelhome[ofTa dizableJewish[community [of immigrants [fromthe former [Soviet Wnion.

Theman, WhoivedinKarlsruhe, @[cityTocatedlinfheSouth[west[0f[Germany, €émigrated from[the[Soviet Wnion
in[the[70s[and wasmot[tonnected to thelocal [Jewish ¢ommunity. (However, algood [friend [ofThim, who[isa
regular[participant éfl[communitylévents [and[anlacquaintanceloflthe Tocalltabbi, deliveredthis Tastmessage of
his(friendfo(therabbi.

"Every[dayheWwould/drink(a halfTa[glass [0fTVodkalin the orningland/a halfTinthe[évening,” heTold the rabbi.
Thelissuehowever actually Maises(alserioushalachic/dilemna.

OnthelonehanditlisCextremelyCimportant[tofulfill the lastGwish ofl alJew, butConlthe other hand it s
unacceptablefoBury [any(dbject fogether With[thebody6fTa deceasedperson.

TheldifficultCquestionwas [ then[forwardedto[ RabbillYaacov Rozhe who[servesas[thairman[ofl the[Zaka
Rabbinical Councilland(ds Mepresentative[dfIsrael’s[chieflrabbinatelin the Medical Institute [0fTAbu [Kabir.

Heftepliedthat therelis mohalachicprohibition[ofplacingthe ottle Mear [the[coffin[but inder Mo [circumstances
maylit[belplacedinlthelcoffinlitselfThor [beneathlit[$o that[holobjectlinterposes betweenlthel coffin‘andthe
ground.

With[thelimplementation 0fTthis Muling [the than@ndthe Bottle[passed@awaySide by side. ..
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