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at all: Save us, restore us, and deliver us in the blink of an eyelid.

With profound and heartfelt thanks,
%%M
On the eve of Monday, in the week of Vaera, Teveth 27, 5703 [January 3, 1943].

By the grace of G-d. To his honor, the honored Rabbi, Rabbi Yeshaya Shapira, may he live a long, good life;
Amen.

To his honor, my illustrious friend R. Avner Bienenthal, May his light shine brightly. To his honor, my
trusted friend R. Elimelech Ben Porath, May his light shine brightly. To the honorable, beloved brothers and
friends, who have been joined to my heart forever, may they be well.

Printing of the booklet The Preparation of Young Men, has already begun before the war, and was
interrupted by the outbreak of war. Now that we are in constant peril of our lives, G-d forbid, I beg of you
my dearest beloved, that when G-d helps and these booklets reach your hands The Preparation of Young
Men, Entrance to the Gates (of the Duties of the Young Scholar), Command and Exhort, and Torah Novella
from the years of fury, 1939-42 — that you endeavor to print them. This may be individually or together, as
you see fittingly appropriate. Also that you deign and endeavor to “distribute them among Jacob and disperse
them among Israel.” Please print in all my booklets that I beg and plead with every individual Jew to study
my books, and I am certain that the merit of my holy ancestors of blessed memory will stand by them and
his entire household, in the present and in the future. May G-d have mercy upon us.

Now, in the booklet The Preparation of Young Men that was already being printed, I displayed an inscription
dedicated solely to the blessed memory of my pious, saintly wife- four at that time, things were still well with




me. My mother, my guide, the saintly Rebbetzin of blessed memory was still alive; my holy son, the Rabbi
of blessed memory; and his wife, my holy daughter-in-law, the Rebbetzin of blessed memory, were still alive.
But now, to my grief and my great woe I have lost, for my many sins, all this treasure. The light of my eyes
is deemed, may you be spared. Therefore, I request that you print the memorial inscription that I will record
here.

G-d will have mercy and say "Enough!" to the suffering of the Jewish people and to my own suffering. He
will give me back my dearest, most precious, modest daughter, Ms. Rechil Yehudis, may she live a long and
good life; Amen. She was snatched from me on the second day of Rosh Chodesh Elul, Friday in the week of
Shoftim, 5702 [August 1942].

Also endeavor to print on the frontispiece of all the books mentioned above my name with the names of my
father, the holy Rabbi of blessed memory, and of my father-in-law, the holy Rabbi of blessed memory.

More, I am unable to write. May G-d have mercy and preserve me with the remnants of Israel, that I also
merit to join in the work of printing them.

The words of your loving friend and brother, who yearns for you, who is broken and shattered with his own
torments and with the torments of all of the Jewish people, as deep as the manifold abyss and the high
heaven's heavens, who anticipates G-d's salvation in the blink of an eye.
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THE REBBE’S MIDLIFE TRANSITION

of life and in a few months it will be my fortieth
birthday. After that begins the decline of life, the begin-
nings of my old age. I am afraid. Very afraid. Not so
much from the inevitable passing of my life but from the
spiritual poverty of my years do I shudder: they are
gone and past, empty and void, wasted on childish
games.

“What will be with you, mortal creature!”" 1 tell
myself. ““Your prime of life is gone, and now, when
you've reached your decline, when the inevitable pro-
cess of dying has begun, only now you remember your

Creator?”’
And even now, can I be sure of myself? How many




nspiration and improvement have | :llr(':l(ly
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passed like snow on a Sl‘umnc-r.'s (‘l:l)'.";'hif h;;yl)cncd a9
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inspiration and felt so firm in my u.)m luu.m‘.s. I‘S:l.ld to
myself that from thenon was certain to be God's fajgpy.
ful servant. And who knows if even now, once I become
accustomed to being past forty, that tl.lC p:lst will not
happen again: all the inspiration and aspiration will mely
and disappear. As there is no trace }cll from my carlier
inspirations, what will be left of this one?

But I dare not despair! My heart pounds from my
impending fortieth birthday, my cnti::c body shakes
from my oncoming declining years. Still, T will try g
muster all my strength to commit myself and my life to
God. Perhaps, perhaps something will remain.

Just One Thing Missing

But to what shall I commit myself? To learn more?
I think that as far as possible, I don’t waste any time. To
abstain from physical pleasures? If my own desires are
not fooling me, thank God, 1 am not so attached to
them. So what am I missing? Simply to be a Jew. [ see
myself as a self-portrait that shows all colors and fea-
tures real to life. Just one thing is missing: the soul.

“God! Master of the World, Who sees my innermost
secrets! Before Youl confess. YouIbeseech! I feel so cast
aside and distanced from You and from Your holy Pres-
ence! Help me—I want to become a simple Jew!

“God! Save me from wasting the rest of my years
chasing the illusions of life! Draw me closer and bring
me into Your innermost Presence! Bind me to You
forever and ever in wealth of spirit and soul!”’




