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symbol of financial success and socia] acceptability or prominence,
On the other hand, it was looked down upon as a sign of grubby
snobbishness and the unsupportable arrogance of the self-anointed
gourmet. Hence the Mishnah in Avot: “Do not aspire to the Royal
Table, for your table [of the scholar] is greater than theirs”
Ifindeed the Royal Table implies two opposites, then it fits right
in with the dialectical experience of Passover and especially its major

symbol, the marzah.
The matzak can be described as 3 dialectic baked into unleay-

= ened dough. It oscillates between two oppasite poles: It recalls the

magnificence of the Exodus when our ancestors were commanded
to hurry to leave Egypt, before even allowing the dough to rise, and
hence a token of divine redemption. It afso is, physically, a sign of
poverty. Tlius, the Seder begins by holding the matzak aloft and say-
ing, ha lahmah anya, this is the bread of affliction, the pauper’s bread
that we ate as slaves in Egypt. We declare that now we are slaves, but
by next year we hope to be free, thus defining the two poles of the
Seder experience: slavery and freedom,

Think of the rtatzah therefore as a kind of mirror held up to us as
we gather round the Seder table — our very own Royal Table, ™

We acknowledge our humble beginnings 3¢ slaves Cavadim hay-
inu) — and as well, our lowly originsas pagans (‘ovedei avodah zarah
hayu avoteinu) — and then recount the wonders of God, who then
granted us national freedom and spiritual excellence,

i ta recall the bitterness of servitude under the

Egyptian taskmasters — but we recite a blessi as we do so, thus
overcoming the harshness by elevating it to a blessing — a typical
Jewish maneuver. ' :

the same day of the week as does Tishsh be-Av; the national day of
Rourning marking the destruction of the two Temples in Jerusalem,

- Yet we also drink the four cups of wine, celebrating our joy at our

four-fold deliverance by the God of Israel,

We ask questions, and we offer answers. And we encourage fur-
ther explorations of our sacred history in addition to the format
Q-and-A of the Seder. .

This dialectical quality that pervades the entire Seder is universal.
Thus, the Kabbalah teaches that inside the Tree of Life lies 2 Tree of

Death. This coexistence of antinomies is true of all human life, but
especially of the Jewish people whose story is full of contradictions,
of vacillating fortunes, of ups and downs, of 2pogees and nadirs, Is,

not the generation that lived through the twentieth century with

its Holocaust and the i dinat Yisrael prefigured by
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T In its description of the seventh of the ten plagues which God brought
upon Pharaoh and his Egyptians, the Torah employs a style which is somewhat

diﬂ'erentfmmtheusmLandwhichthuefomseemstoindimesomespecial !"

intention. Barad, the plague of hailstones which fell upon the Egyptians, their
servants and their cattle, killed all life that was unprotected. Before Moses
stretched forth his rod and coused the hail to fall, he warned the Egyptians

nfwhathewasgom‘gtndn.ﬂemedthemtowithdmwindoominorderm L

save their lives, The reaction of the pagan Egyptians was to laugh at Moses,
and, though six times previously he had predicted the act of the Lord, they
ﬁdkuk&hi@,mdmstofthm—amptingthcvetyﬁmwhn did believe in
God — exposed themselves to the plague. . L
Here is how the Bible describes the actions of these two classes of Egyptians,
those who took Moses serivusly and those whe did not: “Those of Pharoah’s
servants who feared the word of God, gathered their slaves and cattle indoors
and saved them, and he who did not put his heart to the word of God fie.he
who did not pay attention to God], fefi his cattle and slaves outdoors to be staia

by the hailstories” (Exodus 9:20-21). Notice that the two classes of Egyptians | "
212 pot described i the same kind of terms. Ifthe frst Egyptians, God-fearing, ' §

at

not o
— and despite the apparent signs of 2 return to religion in some general way

‘o\ second should be described as God-hating, or non-believers, or something
¢~ similr. Instead, the Torzh describes this second, evil, anti-God class as “did
not put his heart to God”

What the Bible means to tell us by this choice of words is that indiffere nce,
it, is the cardinal sin of manking, Certainly

eration’s est relipious defect is an indifference and
ts-apatty 1o religlon, (o morals, to ethics, to Torah. We do not pay

attention to God's word, we do nat put our hearts into Fis setvice. Not anger

God, not rebellion sgainst Torah, not resentment at religion — these are

mtth:sinsofou:genmﬁon.ﬂurshagtmnsubﬂamddcep&mm
w . sy

n n -
_M‘\kdonmdesmthe&hbaﬁibemﬁ&mdﬂikei:mmm
- religiously phlegmatic, '

This, then, is the message implied in the stylistic eccentricity of the text.
of reverence and awe is not puttin r heart into

and Torzh. ¥n order to achieve that glorious reverence before God, we must.
learn sympathy and empathy, not apathy; yearning, not neutrality; passion,
not indifference. In short, the Torah presses each of us with its demand and its
challenge: Have a Heart.

19 The darkness imposed 2 rigid and horrifying isolation upon the Egyptians.

Th

ey did not see one another. All communication between a person and his

friends ceased. He had no family, no friends, no society. How lonely! What 2
plague!

Darkness can indeed be a plague, but the same darkness can be a blessing,

for solitude means privacy, the precious opportunity when one escapes from

the loud braw} of life and

e canstant chatter and claims of saciety; intoy the

- intimate sechusion of his own soul and heart a he gets o know himself and.

realize that he is made in the image of God, Loneliness can be painful, but it
- We-ought 10 seek opportunities for this solitude of contemplation when- = - . E~

ever and wherever we can. The Egyptians made of it a plague of isolation, an-

|

Ao )

- inability to see IO'_I.I_e_’S fellow, a picture-window through which others can ook

Ry i

oIRRpoY X P

DN D N 10N O

AT NI TR )

PTPE 07 It is ironic: what
of their travail and woe. The
blood. They worshipped the
mach fertility that the popt
their comfort angd their very
the irony of the One God.
We too, in our own lives,
wurkings of divine Irony. W
receive in reharn mass destri
ciate how it has interfered w
and prostrate ourselves befo)
ranty is signed. Quzs is a gen
we have anarchy. We spoke s
nography. We have identified
is no joy and no happiness tc

T2 In its description of the
upon Pharaoh and his Egypti
diffevent from the usual, and
intention. Barad, the plague ¢
servants and their cattle, kil
stretched forth his rod and «
of what he was going to do. I
save their lives, The reaction
and, though six times previc
ridiculed him, and most of t}
God — exposed themselves 1

- Here is how the Bible desc
those who took Moses serion
servants who feared the worc

** and saved them, and he who
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by the hailstones” (Exodus 9
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