BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

“IN THE IMAGE OF GOD”
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R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik, The Lonely Man of Faith, p. 12

There is no doubt that the term "image of God" in the first account refers to man's inner
charismatic endowment as a creative being. Man's likeness to God expresses itself in man's striving
and ability to become a creator. Adam the first who was fashioned in the image of God was blessed
with great drive for creative activity and immeasurable resources for the realization of this goal, the
most outstanding of which is the intelligence, the human mind, capable of confronting the outside
world and inquiring into complex workings.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Yemei Zikaron, p. 86 (trans. David Strauss)

The Torah describes the creation at length in order to teach us a very important lesson — "to walk in
all His ways" — and to instruct man to imitate his Creator and be himself a creator. A person should
not shake his head saying that this demand of man is impossible, for he cannot imitate his Creator in
creativity . . . The Torah, nevertheless, demands of man and commands him to tirelessly exert
himself to cling to the traits of the Holy One, blessed be He, and be a creator.
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