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1. Approbation of R. Mordechai Benet
All of it is precious and sweet, all of it is the words of the righteous, because the youth’s tongue
will speak the law and his deeds will be faithful, and his heart will act to grasp wisdom and
morals together in fear of God.
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3. Rambam De’ot 4:1

Seeing that the maintenance of the body in a healthy and sound condition is a God-chosen
way, for, lo, it is impossible that one should understand or know aught of the divine knowledge
concerning the Creator when he is sick, it is necessary for man to distance himself from things
which destroy the body, and accustom himself in things which are healthful and life-
imparting.

I. Religion
A. Faith in God
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6. Chovot Ha-Levavot Sha’ar 1

Belief in unification of God wholeheartedly... separates the believer from the heretic and this is
the chief axiom of the religion. One who leans away from it, [for him] action is impossible and
his conviction will not endure.
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7. Maimonides Moreh Nevuchim (Guide of the Perplexed), Part I Chapter 60

I shall not say that he who affirms that God, may He be exalted, has positive attributes either
falls short of apprehending Him or is an associator or has an apprehension of Him that is
different from what He really is, but I shall say that he has abolished his belief in the existence
of the deity without being aware of it. To make this clear: he who falls short of the
apprehension of the true reality of some matter is one who apprehends part of it and is
ignorant to another part.
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8. Chayei Adam 1:5
a) To believe that there is one God in the world who founded all existents, and it is from His
desire and will that all [that exists] currently exists... b) to not believe in any other Gods



besides Him... and even if he acknowledges that the Holy One Blessed be He rules all in the
world, rather he conceptualizes that God passed the administration of the world to an angel or
to a star or to a man, he thereby acknowledges idol worship and is a denier in the essentials
and in the Holy One Blessed be He... ¢) to unify God... and the idea of belief in these three
commandments is that he should establish in his soul that this is the truth and it is untenable
to change this in any fashion, and even if he should see a wonder that demonstrates the
opposite, God forbid, he should believe these wonders are a complete lie...

B. Revelation of the Torah
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C. Reward and Punishment
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12. Rambam Hilchot De’ot 1:3-4
The two extremes in each and every tendency is not a good way, and it is not proper for a man
to follow them, nor to have himself instructed in them. If one finds his nature leaning toward
one of them, or susceptible to one of them, or if he already acquired one of them and followed
it, he should turn himself toward goodness by following the path of the good which is the
straight path.
The straight path is the mean disposition found in each and every tendency of all the human
tendencies. Such tendency is removed from both extremes an equal distance, and is not nearer
to one than to the other.



D. Messianic Era
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14. Rambam Laws of Kings 12:2
Our Sages have said that there is no difference between This World and the Days of the
Messiah except (our) subservience to the kingdoms of the world alone. For these matters were
unclear to the Prophets. Even the Sages themselves did not have a Tradition regarding these
matters and only could attempt to understand the verses. Thus, there were disagreements in
these matters. Nevertheless, neither the order that these events will occur nor their details are
fundamental to the religion. Thus, a person must never busy himself with the Aggadohs and
not dwell on the Midrashim regarding these matters or similar issues. He must not make them
dogma... For these do not result in either love (for G-d) nor fear (of sin).

E. Education
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F. Tefillah
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I1. Ethics
A. Pride
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B. Anger
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C. Laziness
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D. Obligations to One’s State
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26. Jeremiah 29:8
And seek the welfare of the city to which I have exiled you and pray to the LORD in its behalf;
for in its prosperity you shall prosper.
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27. Bava Kamma 113a
GEMARA: It was taught: But one may give the customs collector a dinar as payment for a
debt that amounts to less than a dinar, and when the collector gives him change, he may
accept it. It was taught in the mishna that one may not exchange money from the trunks of
customs collectors, which are assumed to include stolen funds. But doesn’t Shmuel say that
the law of the kingdom is the law! Rabbi Hanina bar Kahana said that Shmuel says: The
mishna is discussing a customs collector who does not have a limitation. The school of Rabbi
Yannai said: The mishna is discussing a customs collector who stands on his own.
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31. Edict of Tolerance, 1782

As it is Our goal to make the Jewish nation useful and serviceable to the State, mainly through
better education and enlightenment of its youth as well as by directing them to the sciences,
the arts and the crafts, We hereby grant order:

Graciously, that the tolerated Jews may send their children to the Christian primary and
secondary schools so that they have at least the opportunity to learn reading, writing, and
arithmetic. And although they do not have in Our capital a real synagogue, We nonetheless
allow them to establish for their children and at their own expense a school of their own,
organized in the standard fashion of their own religion... Their future primary school will be
under the aforementioned administration like all local German primary schools, and with
respect to specific equipment, particularly as regards books of moral content, the most
fundamental will be legislated as soon as possible. In the meantime, it is Our wish to announce
to them that in order to remove any worry regarding matters of religion and opinion, that we
are inclined to leave it to them to compose these books, on the one condition that they must
submit them to the superintendent of schools for inspection and approval.



