73 Jundamentals of Jaith

ANTHROPC MORPHISM — IT’S
DANGER AND PURPOSE
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How do we know this?
1. Rambam, Yesodei Hatorah 1:8
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Behold, it is explicitly stated in the Torah and [the works of] the prophets that the Holy One, blessed be He, is not
[confined to] a body or physical form, as [Deuteronomy 4:39] states: "Because God, your Lord, is the Lord in
the heavens above and the earth below," and a body cannot exist in two places [simultaneously]. Also,
[Deuteronomy 4:15] states: "For you did not see any image," and [Isaiah 40:25] states: "To whom can you

liken Me, with whom I will be equal." Were He [confined to] a body, He would resemble other bodies.

Why?

If so, why does the Torah describe H” with a body if He really doesn’t have
one?
2. Rambam, Yesodei Hatorah 1:9,11-12
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If so, what is the meaning of the expressions employed by the Torah: "Below His feet" [Exodus 24:10], "Written
by the finger of God" [ibid. 31:18], "God's hand" [ibid. 9:3], "God's eyes" [Genesis 38:7], "God's ears" [Numbers
11:1], and the like? All these [expressions were used] to relate to human thought processes which know only

corporeal imagety, for the Torah speaks in the language of man. They are only descriptive terms, as [apparent

from Deuteronomy 32:41]: "I will whet My lightning sword." Does He have a sword? Does He need a sword to
kill? Rather, this is metaphoric imagery. [Similarly,] all [such expressions] are metaphoric imagery.

A proof of this concept: One prophet says that he saw the Holy One, blessed be He, "clothed in snow white"
[Daniel 7:9], and another envisioned Him [coming] "with crimson garments from Batzra" [Isaiah 63:1]. Moses, our
teacher, himself envisioned Him at the [Red] Sea as a mighty man, waging war, and, at Mount Sinai, [saw Him]| as
the leader of a congregation, wrapped [in a 7#//if]. This shows that He has no image or form. All these are merely

? expressions of prophetic vision and imagery and the truth of this concept cannot be grasped or comprehended by
r
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human thought. This is what the verse [Job 11:7] states: "Can you find the comprehension of God? Can you find

the ultimate bounds of the Almighty?"
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Since it has been clarified that He does not have a body or corporeal form, it is also clear that none of the
functions of the body are appropriate to Him: neither connection nor separation, neither place nor measure,
neither ascent nor descent, neither right nor left, neither front nor back, neither standing nor sitting.

He is not found within time, so that He would possess a beginning, an end, or age. He does not change, for there
is nothing that can cause Him to change. [The concept of] death is not applicable to Him, nor is [that of] life
within the context of physical life. [The concept of] foolishness is not applicable to Him, nor is [that of] wisdom in
terms of human wisdom. Neither sleep nor waking, neither anger nor laughter, neither joy nor sadness, neither
silence nor speech in the human understanding of speech [are appropriate terms with which to describe Him]. Our

Sages declared: "Above, thete is no sitting or standing, separation or connection."
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Since this is so, all such [descriptions] and the like which are related in the Torah and the words of the Prophets -
all these are metaphors and imagery. [For example,] "He who sits in the heavens shall laugh" [Psalms 2:4], "They
angered Me with their emptiness" [Deuteronomy 32:21], and "As God rejoiced" [ibid. 28:63]. With regard to all
such statements, our Sages said: "The Torah speaks in the language of man."

This is [borne out by the rhetorical question (Jeremiah 7:19):] "Are they enraging Me?" Behold, [Malachi 3:6]
states: "I, God, have not changed." Now were He to at times be enraged and at times be happy, He would change.
Rather, all these matters are found only with regard to the dark and low bodies, those who dwell in houses of clay,

whose foundation is dust. In contrast, He, blessed be He, is elevated and exalted above all this.
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Does Everyone Agree?
3. Rambam, Teshuva 3:7
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4. Raavad, ad loc.

NN X"X .NINN YYa1 012 XN XOX TNX 121 DY 22 InIRM /T"aRN navn/
NMXIPNA XY NN D% NAZNNRN 1121290 127N 02101 Y2172 R 1'n N Xp

INIXN 191 /T'AXIN NAZA/ .MYTN NXR NZann MTAXN "M2T2 XY nnn "NmM

DN0 1Y XN XDX NN D172 1S DONYX IR 1TNIXD X"X JIPRIN1TAY 12’y
LYY NN Y DDA NN D' 1N 1021 10N D)1

5. Rabbi Yitzchak (Isadore) Twersky wrote in his famous biography of the Raavad, Rabad
of Posquieres pp. 283-284.

There is not a shadow of doubt that Rabad was personally committed to the traditional
Jewish view which maintained the unlikeness and incorporeality of G-d as an
indispensable corollary of the existence and unity of G-d. Those Talmudic legends
and homilies which nurture the corporeal misconception of G-d are in his opinion
"corrupting right opinion” about religious matters... Elsewhere in his writings, Rabad
Is emphatic and unequivocal concerning the elimination of all anthropomorphic
attributes with regard to G-d: "it is not correct to speak in this manner about the
creater” [Ba'alei HaNefesh p. 4].

A Deeper Understanding
6. Ruach Chaim, Avos 1:1
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7. Nefesh Hachaim II:5
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The Torah Emphasizes It
8. R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsh, Bereishis 6:6

Regarding this and- similar anthropomorphic expressions of Gog
we would like to make a general remark. For so long people have philo.
sophied all round these expressions to remove the danger of the slightest
thought of any materiality or corporality of God that at the end one runs
very nearly into the danger of losing all idea of the personality of God,
Had that been the purpose of the Torah, those kind of expressions could
easily have been avoided. But this last danger is greater than the first, The
two anthropomorphic expressions here save the two essential conceptions:
the freedom, the free-will of God, and that of Man. Not for nothing does
it say, "when God saw etc.”. The wickedness of Man was not a matter of
necessity. God had to see it before He knew it. This expression gives us the
guarantee of human free-will. And the fate that overtook mankind was not
the result of physical causes which followed set laws, it was preceded by
| an examination by God and His decision; the decision itself pained the
- Decider. All this presupposes the personality and free-will of God and keeps
| this clear in our minds. The 7'2X" already, one of the most Jewish of our
thinkers, is of the opinion that such consciousness of the personality of God
is of much greater importance than speculating about it, as to whether this
| or that can be asserted of God.

D

YI LC Rabbi Ya’akov Trump

6




