1. Rambam, Pirush Hamishnayos Sanhedrin Perek 10
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Historical Significance of This Ikar

Christianity
Jesus Christ from Nazareth (1-33)

2. Book of Hebrews 1:1-4

Warning to Pay Attention

1 We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so
that we do not drift away.
2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience
received its just punishment,
3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the
Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.
4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.

3. Book of Hebrews 3:1-6

Jesus Greater Than Moses

1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus,
whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest.

2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house.

3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater
honor than the house itself.

4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.

5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in
the future.

6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our
confidence and the hope in which we glory.

4. Acts 15:19-21 - The Council of Jerusalem or Apostolic Council [Jerusalem around AD 50]

It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God.
Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality,
from the meat of strangled animals and from blood.=2 For the law of Moses has been preached in every city
from the earliest times and is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.
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Shabtai Tzvi
Sabbatai Zvi(1626-1676)

5. Jewish Virtual Library

Shabbetai Zvi in 1666, was a national calamity. Born in Smyrna in
1626, he showed early promise as a Talmudic scholar, and even
more as a student and devotee of Kabbalah. More pronounced
than his scholarship were his strange mystical speculations and
religious ecstasies. He traveled to various cities, his strong
personality and his alternately ascetic and self-indulgent
behavior attracting and repelling rabbis and populace alike. He
was expelled from Salonica by its rabbis for having staged a
wedding service with himself as bridegroom and the Torah as
bride. His erratic behavior continued. For long periods, he was a

respected student and teacher of Kabbalah; at other times, he was given to messianic
fantasies and bizarre acts. At one point, living in Jerusalem seeking "peace for his soul," he

sought out a self-proclaimed "man of God," Nathan of Gaza, who declared Shabbetai Zvi to

be the Messiah. Then Shabbetai Zvi began to act the part, as Gershom Scholem describes:

Jacob Frank
Jacob Frank (1726-1791

6. Jewish Encyclopedia

From among these secret circles of the Shabbethaians came the founder of the Frankist

sect, Jacob Frank, born in Podolia about 1726. His father was expelled from the community for
belonging to the secret society of Zebiists, and moved to Wallachia, where the influence of the

Turkish Shabbethaians was strongly felt. While still a boy at school Frank displayed an aversion

to Jewish learning founded on the Talmud, and afterward often styled himself "a plain man" or

"an untutored man." In the capacity of a traveling merchant he often entered Turkey; there he

was named "Frank," a name generally given in the East to a European; and there he lived in the
centers of contemporary Shabbethaianism—Salonica and Smyrna.

In the beginning of the fifth decade of the eighteenth century he became intimate with the leaders of the sect and
adopted its semi-Mohammedan cult. In 1755 he appeared in Podolia, and, gathering about him a group of local
sectarians, began to preach to them the revelations which were communicated to him by the successors of the false
Messiah in Salonica. In their secret gatherings was performed, under the leadership of Frank, much that was directly
opposed to the religious-ethical conceptions of the orthodox Jews. One of these gatherings ending in a scandal, the
attention of the rabbis was drawn to the new propaganda. As a foreigner, Frank was obliged to leave Podolia, while
his followers were given over to the rabbis and the "kahal" authorities (1756). At the rabbinical court held in the
village of Satanov many of the sectarians confessed to having broken the fundamental laws of morality; and women
confessed to having violated their marriage vows, and told of the sexual looseness which reigned in the sect under the
guise of mystical symbolism.

Shukr Kahayl
7. Jewish Virtual Library

in the 1860s, it was one Judah ben Sholom, known as Shukr Kuhayl, who appeared in San'a, the site of
Yemen's largest Jewish community, and declared that the prophet Elijah had appeared to him in a vision,
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and proclaimed him Messiah. In 1862-64, Shukr Kuhayl traveled about Yemen, performing "signs and

miracles," which won him many adherents in the Jewish community, and some in the Muslim as well.

His success with the latter led to his assassination, but he had earlier promised his followers that he

would rise again.

Origins of the Idea
8. Devarim Rabba 8:6
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9. Rambam, Yesodei HaTorah 9:6

It is clear and explicit in the Torah that it is [God's] commandment,
remaining forever without change, addition, or diminishment, as
[Deuteronomy 13:1] states: "All these matters which I command to you,
you shall be careful to perform. You may not add to it or diminish from it,"
and [Deuteronomy 29:28] states: "What is revealed is for us and our
children forever, to carry out all the words of this Torah." This teaches
that we are commanded to fulfill all the Torah's directives forever.

It is also said: "It is an everlasting statute for all your generations," and
[Deuteronomy 30:12] states: "It is not in the heavens." This teaches that a
prophet can no longer add a new precept [to the Torah].

Therefore, if a person will arise, whether Jew or gentile, and perform a
sign or wonder and say that God sent him to:

a) add a mitzvah,

b) withdraw a mitzvah

¢) explain a mitzvah in a manner which differs from the tradition received
from Moses, or

d) if he says that the mitzvot commanded to the Jews are not forever, but
rather were given for a limited time,

he is a false prophet. He comes to deny the prophecy of Moses and should
be executed by strangulation, because he dared to make statements in
God's name which God never made.

God, blessed be His name, commanded Moses that this commandment is
for us and our children forever, and, God is not man that He speak falsely.

If so, what is meant by the Torah's statement [Deuteronomy 18:18]: "I will
appoint a prophet from among their brethren like you, and I

will place My words in his mouth and he will speak..."? He is not coming
to establish a [new] faith, but rather to command the people [to fulfill] the
precepts of the Torah and to warn against its transgression, as evidenced
by the final prophet [Malachi], who proclaimed [3:22], "Remember the
Torah of Moses, My servant."

Also, a prophet may command us to do something which [is neither
permitted nor forbidden by Torah law] - for example, "Go to such and
such a place," "Do not go there," "Wage war today," or "Do not do so,"
"Build a wall," or "Do not build it."

[In these instances,] it is a mitzvah to listen to him. Anyone who violates
his directives is liable for death at the hand of God, as [Deuteronomy
18:19] states: "And a person who will not heed My words which he speaks
in My name, I will seek [retribution] from him."
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How Is This Different from the Oral Torah?

10. Kesef Mishna, ad loc.
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11. Talmud Bavli, Bava Metzia 59b
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12. Beis Elokim, Shaar HaYesodos 36 [R. Moshe Trani 1500-1580]
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What is the Oral Torah?
13. Rambam, Hilchos Mamrim 1:1-3; 2:1-2
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Halacha 1
The Supreme Sanhedrin in Jerusalem are the essence of the Oral Law. They are the
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pillars of instruction from whom statutes and judgments issue forth for the entire
Jewish people. Concerning them, the Torah promises Deuteronomy 17:11: "You shall
do according to the laws which they shall instruct you...." This is a positive
commandment. Whoever believes in Moses and in his Torah is obligated to make all
of his religious acts dependent on this court and to rely on them.

Halacha 2

Any person who does not carry out their directives transgresses a negative
commandment, as Ibid. continues: "Do not deviate from any of the statements they
relate to you, neither right nor left."

Lashes are not given for the violation of this prohibition, because it also serves as a
warning for a transgression punishable by execution by the court. For when a sage
rebels against the words of the court, he should be executed by strangulation, as the
following verse states: "A person who will act deliberately...."

We are obligated to heed their words whether they:
a) learned them from the Oral Tradition, i.e., the Oral Law,

b) derived them on the basis of their own knowledge through one of the
attributes of Biblical exegesis and it appeared to them that this is the
correct interpretation of the matter,

¢) instituted the matter as a safeguard for the Torah, as was necessary at
a specific time. These are the decrees, edicts, and customs instituted by
the Sages.

It is a positive commandment to heed the court with regard to each of these three
matters. A person who transgresses any of these types of directives transgresses a
negative commandment. This is derived from the continuation of the above verse in
the following manner: "According to the laws which they shall instruct you" - this
refers to the edicts, decrees, and customs which they instruct people at large to
observe to strengthen the faith and perfect the world. "According to the judgment
which they relate" - this refers to the matters which they derive through logical
analysis employing one of the methods of Biblical exegesis. "From all things that
they will tell you" - This refers to the tradition which they received one person from
another.

Halacha 3

There can never be any difference of opinion with regard to matters received
through the Oral Tradition. Whenever there arises a difference of opinion with
regard to a matter that shows that it was not received in the tradition from Moses
our teacher. The following principles apply with regard to matters derived through
logical analysis. If the entire body of the Supreme Sanhedrin agrees with regard to
them, their consent is binding. If there is a difference of opinion, we follow the
majority and decide the matter according to the majority. Similarly, with regard to
the decrees, edicts, and customs, if a portion of the judges perceived that it was
necessary to issue a decree, institute an edict, or establish a custom for the people,
and a portion perceived that it is not appropriate to issue this decree, institute this
edict, or establish this custom, the judges should debate the matter back and forth.
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Afterwards, a vote is called, and we follow the majority and execute the matter '
according to the decision of the majority.
Halacha 1 R N9N

When, using one of the principles of exegesis, the Supreme Sanhedrin derived a law
through their perception of the matter and adjudicated a case accordingly, and
afterwards, another court arose and they perceived another rationale on which basis,
they would revoke the previous ruling, they may revoke it and rule according to their
perception. This is reflected by Deuteronomy 17:9: "To the judge who will be in that

MmN N NNR1 VTV N7 7"
1PTAY DNYYYA NIRNY 1N 29
T72 DRINR TOYY LT 0T D

IN0Y INR DYV 1Y AR INR
N 793 §T IO AT N IR
V2IVA YR INRIV |19 IRTIY

&,

YILC

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump



http://www.chabad.org/9981#v11
http://www.chabad.org/9981#v9

Halacha 2

The following rules apply when a court issued a decree, instituted an edict, or
established a custom and this practice spread throughout the Jewish people and
another court arose and sought to nullify the original order and eliminate the
original edict, decree, or custom. The later court does not have this authority unless
it surpasses the original court in wisdom and in its number of adherents. PIna) ANoMa

age." This indicates that a person is obligated to follow only the court in his own 27N 7R DN D2 ) TVR
generation.
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14. Beis Elokim, Shaar HaYesodos 36 [R. Moshe Trani 1500-1580]
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