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1. Rambam, Pirush Hamishnayos Sanhedrin Perek 10
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Why Did Hashem Create the World?

Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto
[R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, born Padua, Italy, 1707-1746]

2. Derech Hashem, Part 1:1-2
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PART ONE, ON THE PURPOSE OF CREATION

What is the Purpose?
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What is the Greatest Good?
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How the Greatest Good be Given?
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Why is there a world?
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Why is free will necessary?
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p)
When can we cash in?
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Examples of This Being Central
Kibud Av V-Em and Shiluach Haken

3. Talmud Bavli, Chullin 142a
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Kareis

4. Vayikra 18:29
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5. Ramban, Vayikra 18:29
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Liturgy
6. Morning Shacharis
My God, the soul which you have placed within me is pure. You NAX NN NINY "2 ANIY NNRY DY
have created it; You have formed it; You have breathed it into NNX| .2 ANN9) NAX .ANY! NAX .ANN]
me. You preserve it within me; You will take it from me, and 20N 797 TNY DRKI AP NRYnR
restore it to me in the hereafter. So long as the soul is within me, NYINY 0T 72 .X27 Y7 12 AYTNR7
| offer thanks before You, Lord my God and God of my fathers, STDIRK DIREDY N 97 K TN A

NAX N2 NINYID 72 [ITY D'wyRD 72 127
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Master of all creatures, Lord of all souls. Blessed are You, Lord,
who restores souls to the dead.
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Relationship Between this and the Next World

7. Ramban, Drasha for Rosh Hashana
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If it is so Central, Why the Silence?

The Problem
The Reward

8. Vayikra 26:3-13
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The Relationship to Suffering

9. Bereishis 18:23-24
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11. Tehilim 73 10. Tehillim 79
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12. Chabakuk 1:1-4
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Solution
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Expense Account and Salary

13. Rambam, Hilchos Teshuva Chapter 9

This is how all matters are decided: The Holy One, Blessed Be He, gave us
this Torah, which is a support of life, and anybody who does what is written
in it and knows that everything contained in it is complete and correct, will
merit life in the Wotld To Come. He will merit [a portion] in proportion to
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the magnitude of his actions and to the extent of his knowledge. The Torah
assures us that if we fulfill it with joy and pleasure and always act according
to it, then all things such as illness, war, famine, et cetera, which could
prevent us from doing so will be removed, and all things such as plenty,
peace, richness, et cetera, which will aid us in fulfilling the Torah will be
influenced to come our way so that we will not have to occupy ourselves all
day in [obtaining] bodily needs, but that we will be free to sit all day, learn
and gather knowledge and fulfill commandments, in order to merit life in
the World To Come. ...
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Why It Needs to be That Way?

14. Tifferes Yisrael, Chapter 58 [Maharal ]
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15. Rambam, Hilchos Teshuva Chapter 10
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One should not think to oneself that one will fulfill the commandments of
the Torah and occupy oneself in its wisdom in order to receive the
blessings mentioned therein, or to merit life in the World To Come, and to
avoid the transgressions against which the Torah warns in order to be
saved from the curses mentioned therein, or in order not to be cut off
from life in the World To Come, for it is not fitting to serve God in this
manner. Anyone who does serve in this manner is doing so out of fear.
This was not the [spiritual] level of the Prophets and Sages. Only
ignoramuses, women and children serve in this manner, for they are
educated to do so until their knowledge has increased sufficiently so that
they will serve out of love.

2) Anyone who serves out of love and occupies himself with Torah and
mitzvot and follows the ways of wisdom should not do so for any earthly
reason[s] or out of fear of the curses or to receive the blessings, but should
fulfil the truth because it is the truth. Out of this he will receive goodness.
This level is a very high one, and not every wise person attains it. This is
the level of Abraham the Patriarch, whom God called His “friend', for the
reason that he served God solely out of love. This is a level which God
commanded, via Moses, us [to attain], as it is written, "And you shall love
the Lord your God". Once a person loves God appropriately, he will fulfil
the commandments out of love.
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