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Ideology of Religious Zionism 5:

Do We Need Teshuva before the Redemption?
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Whoever thinks the opposite, that there is redemption
without repentance, is thinking against the pesukim and he
denies all of Torah G-d forbid..
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This is what R’ Yochanan said: The generation in which

the son of David [Messiah] comes, the Torah scholars will
become few, and everyone else’s eyes will be full of grief
and sighs, and many harsh calamities and decrees will
arise.
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Rabbi Nehorai says: During the generation in which the
son of David comes, youths will humiliate elders and
elders will stand in deference before youths, and a
daughter will rebel against her mother, and a bride against
her mother-in-law, and the face of the generation will be
like the face of a dog, and a son will not be ashamed
before his father.
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And Rabbi Yohanan says: The son of David will come
only in a generation that is entirely innocent, or in a
generation that is entirely guilty. In a generation that is
entirely innocent, as it is written: “And your people also
shall be all righteous; they shall inherit the land forever”
(Isaiah 60:21). In a generation that is entirely guilty, as it
1s written: “And He saw that there was no man, and was
astonished that there was no intercessor; And it is written:
“for My own sake will | do it; (Isaiah 48:11).
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Rav says: All the ends [of days that were calculated]
passed, and the matter depends only upon repentance and
good deeds. And Shmuel says: It is sufficient for the
mourner to endure in his mourning.

This dispute is parallel to a dispute between tanna 'im:
Rabbi Eliezer says: If the Jewish people repent, they are
redeemed, and if not they are not redeemed. Rabbi
Yehoshua said to him: If they do not repent, will they not
be redeemed? Rather, the Holy One, blessed be He, will
establish a king for them whose decrees are as harsh as
Haman, and the Jewish people repent, and this will restore
them to the right path.

DOWYM TN ROR 2170 0277 PRI PROPA DI 190 29 R
AR TINYW DARD 1T MR DRI 202

IND ORY PPORA IWN PYIY DRI DX N WPIHR ' ORIND
TORAI TR 720N PRIV PR OR PRI 927 700 0K PORA PR
YWY HRIWN A0 MWR PMANRY o0 10 Tnva 8"t XX

0L 1Y 72WN



file:///C:/Isaiah.60.21
file:///C:/Isaiah.48.11

7"02

R’ Eichenbaum
vra'raws"wn (6

It is enough for Hashem...meaning if they don’t do
Teshuva He will not wait in mourning every day, rather
there is an end to it. Another explanation: the great pain is
enough for Israel, even without repentance they will be
redeemed.
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1. How do We Paskin?
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| And R’ Eliezer was silent.
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The watchman replied, “Morning came, and so did night.
If you would inquire, inquire. Come back again.”
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The watchman replied. Hashem:

Morning came. | can make it shine morning for you:

So did night. Ready for the End:

If you would inquire, inquire. If you inquire to hasten the
end:

Come again. With repentance.
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The redemption will happen regardless at its proper time,
whether they are deserving or not, but if they are
deserving they can hasten it’s time.
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However there is a set time that it won’t last longer, for
the time has come to receive the reward for the mitzvos
that Israel kept, and that they received the Torah and kept
the fundamentals of the religion even though they sinned
in some of the mitzvos, but they are not removing their
yoke from upon them.
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Nevertheless, we rule like R’ Yehoshua...because R’
Eliezer was silent to him at the end.
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In every generation there are end-times in accordance to
their repentance and unique merits, but the final end time
is not dependent on repentance but loving kindness as it
says ‘for my own sake, my own sake, | will do,” and also
due to the merit of the forefathers. And this is what we say
“and remember the loving kindness of the forefathers and
bring the redeemer to their children for His name, with
love,...
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... The final redemption is not dependent on merit...
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I1l. The Rambam
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When all these things befall you—the blessing and the
curse that | have set before you—and you take them to
heart amidst the various nations to which the LORD your
God has banished you, and you return to the LORD your
God, and you and your children heed His command with
all your heart and soul, just as | enjoin upon you this day,
then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and
take you back in love. He will bring you together again
from all the peoples where the LORD your God has
scattered you.
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All of the prophets commanded concerning repentance;
Israel will not be redeemed save by repentance. Indeed,
the Torah long since assured us that in the end, at the close
of the period of exile Israel will turn to repentance and be
immediately redeemed, as it is said: "And it shall come to
pass, when all these things are come upon thee... and shalt
return unto the Lord thy God... then the Lord thy God will
turn thy captivity...
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We already brought the source which is R’ Eliezer in
Sanhedrin 97, that Israel is only redeemed with Teshuva...
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It is set forth in the Torah that repentance precedes all
[redemptive actions] while we are still at the end of the
exile, as it is written at the beginning of the verse, "And
you will call it to mind among all the nations into which
the Lord your God has driven you, and you will return...”
Rambam z"l maintains that since this is a promise from
the Holy Torah, it cannot be denied and there can be no
argument in this regard, and therefore he asserts, in his
Laws of Kings, that the King Messiah will bring them to
observance of the holy Torah, and this is a matter that is
universally agreed. For obviously if they will engage in
repentance even before the Messiah comes, then they will
certainly observe the holy Torah, but even if we say that
he may come without any prior repentance — then he will
certainly bring them to repentance, for the Rambam
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himself has already written, in his Laws of Repentance,
that "Israel are redeemed only through

repentance”. Hence, we are forced to conclude that he
means that this will happen even if only after the coming
of the Messiah, as he wrote in his Laws of Kings. He was
referring to the redemption itself, which — even after the
coming of the Messiah — cannot be a redemption without
repentance; rather, the King Messiah will have extensive
influence, with Divine aid, to bring them to repentance,
and this is what is meant by the verse, "Bring us back, O
Lord...."
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The king, Mashiach, is going to rise and return the
kingdom of the house of David to its antiquity of the first
government.

AIHD T D002 NN VINORY ThY? TNV MWD 7R
TN 1Y

IV. Other Ways to Explain the Rambam

Approach 1
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Israel is not redeemed with Teshuva- in the chapter
“Yom Hakipurim’ (87b): great is teshuva that it
brings closer the redemption.
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Approach 2
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Even in regards to the days of Mashiach, our teacher
[Rambam] contradicts himself, for in this chapter he
writes that ‘all the prophets only prophesized regarding
the days of Mashiach’ which implies that all the good and
comforts will be in the days of Mashiach, but in the next
chapter he writes that and in the laws of Kings he writes
like Shmuel who says ‘the only different between this
world and the days of Mashiach is rulership under the
kings’... It seems that our teacher did not want to decide
in these matters for in chapter 12 of Kings, after
mentioning the words of Shmuel and other matters, he
writes that ‘all these matters no man knows how they will
be, they were even obscure to the Prophets, and even the
Sages didn’t have a tradition in these matters etc.’ and
therefore he writes here like the second opinion. Only G-d
our Lord knows the truth
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Approach 3

Eim HaBanim Semeicha pg. 115 (in English translation) (22
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" The Rambam’s intention is clarified with a true interpretation
pased on the Yalkut Shimoni:

R. Yehudah said: “If the people of Israel do not repent they
will not be redeemed. And, they will only repent amidst pain,
wandering, and lack of sustenance. And, they will not repent
until Eliyahu arrives, as it says, Behold, I send you Eliyah the
prophet, which is immediately followed by, And he will turn

the hearts of the fathers with the sons (Malachi 3:23-24).” (Yalkut
Shimoni 2:595)

Thus, two conditions are necessary: first, the intense hardships,
and afterwards, the coming of Eliyahu who will arouse their hearts
torepent. Without the precursory hardships, however, even Eliyahu
HaNavi would be unable to arouse them to repent, for these hardships
will soften the hearts. R. Yehudah'’s statement in the Yalkut is the
basis for the Rambam’s position that Israel will not be redeemed
without repentance. Afflictions and the coming of Eliyahu are the
means by which redemption will arise. These two factors will cause
Israel to repent and deserve immediate redemption... In any event,
Eliyahu will come even before Israel repents, and he will bring us
back to the proper path. This was also the Rebbe of Belz’s

Approach 5
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...the explanation that is simplest is, that they are both
true, that the end of time the redemption will find two
types of people, and both of them will help us bring the
redemption closer...
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Approach 6
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It says “If he has not been redeemed in any of these
ways,” “these ways” [refers to] “these are the statutes that
I place before you” (Exodus 21,1) that they didn’t fulfill
the mitzvos, still 1 will not leave them in exile, rather
“they will leave in the Jubilee year”...for what will we be
redeemed without mitzvos? Because we will still fulfill
“and you shouldn’t have other gods.”
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Approach 7

Eim HaBanim Semeicha (in English translation) (26
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exile and immediately be redeemed.”™ The Rambam is consistent
with his opinion stated elsewhere that before Mashiach comes,
HaShem will direct the hearts of Israel and bestow upon them a
spirit of purity, and they will ordain the elders (see there).” This is the
aspect of “circumcision of the heart,” which is the highest level of
repentance, as the Or HaChayim HaKadosh explains.

According to the Chatam Sofer, this will occur in Eretz Yisrael. He
explaing that this Rambam implies that the people of Israel will
gather together in Eretz Yisrael (without the Beii HaMikdash) even
before Mashiach comes. Mashiach will then inevitably arrive, since
the Jews will have already repented.” Israel will only deserve all of
this, however, if they first assemble in Eretz Yisrael. Thus, the
Rambam’s opinion is clarified.

Judah ben Solomon Chai Alkalai (1798 —
1878) was a Sephardic Jewish rabbi, and
one of the influential precursors of
modern Zionism along with the Prussian
Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Kalischer. Although he
was a Sephardic Jew, he played an
important role in a process widely
attributed to the Ashkenazi Jews. Alkalai
became noted through his advocacy in
favor of the restoration of the Jews to the
Land of Israel.
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Two answers- individual repentance and general
repentance. Individual repentance means that a person
returns from his sin through the requirements for teshuva
that the Rishonim laid out... its called individual teshuva
because each person needs to do this in accordance with
his sins....However general repentance means that all of
Israel returns Hashem to Eretz Yisrael, the portion of our
fathers....
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The depth of the matter is that certainly, cerainly, Israel is
the opening and gate to Godliness. The reurn of the exiles
is itself returning to Hashem. Practically, Israel is the
aspect of the body of the nation of Israel, and the return to
Israel is a revelation of the light of repentance in the
external plane, which is rectifying the body.
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May it be Your will, our King and Father, the pleasant light
of our hearts spirits and souls, for the sake
of your covenant that you forged with the thirteen attributes
of mercy that are not returned from before You empy handed,
Remember our love and our passion and let us return
Your Presence to our holy temple,
And return to delight in us like the days of old,
For Your leaving us is hard for us,
like the leaving of our spirits and souls.

Our stomachs have rumbled and our souls have yearned,
For the redemption of Your presence and for You will, O’ God, we desire.
Here we are praying and crying before You,

God our merciful Father, regarding the exile of Your presence.
Save, O’ God Your Presence, and attach our souls.




