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manhattan jewish experience

Class # 1 - Yom Kippur: Moving from Spectator to Plaver (thank vou

Larry David)!

Fellowship Program
Rabbi Pinny Rosenthal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCGOFKC7-uY

1. What type of events does Larry David generally buy tickets for? Why?

2. Why has he never bought a ticket for the High Holidays? Why does he buy one this
year for the very first time?

3. What ironic feature of “buying a ticket” to High Holiday services is brought out so
well by the case of someone like Larry David ?

4. What spectator experience do people like Larry David think is going on in the Yom
Kippur service?

5. How does it happen that entire Shuls throughout the USA are filled with spectators
who have no idea what intense activity is really going on?

6. How can we move from being spectators to players this Yom Kippur ? What IS the

activity of Tefillas Yom Kippur??

Rambam, Laws of Tefilla Ch. 4:16

- What is meant by [proper] intention? Kavvanah

One should clear his mind from all calculations (schemes) and envision himself as standing
before the Divine Presence. Therefore, one must sit a short while before praying in order to
focus his attention and then pray in a pleasant and supplicatory fashion.

One should not pray as one carrying a burden who throws it off and walks away. Therefore,
one must sit a short while after praying, and then withdraw.

The pious ones of the previous generations would wait an hour before praying and an hour
after praying. They would [also] extend their prayers for an hour.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCGOFKC7-uY
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7. In what sense can a person focus on being “before Hashem”? Why do we need to remove our own

schemes to be “before Hashem”

[1AVE LAUDTU WiLnvwimv:

What can we say before You, Who dwells on high, and what
can we relate to You, Who abides in the highest heavens —

for indeed, everything that is hidden and revealed You know,

You reach out a hand to willful sinners* and Your right han
is extended to accept penitents. You taught us, HASH,
our God, to confess before You* regarding all our sins o that we

those who repent, God Himselfcleanses man, He teaches him of the degradation
of sin and the beauty of teshuvah. Fallen man finds an outstretched hand to help
him. Hashem plays an active ole and personally accompanies manto the gatesof
repentance.

Teshuuah and Viduy are effective all year round because Hashem “awaits the
wicked.” Indeed, the objective of every public fast day is to inspire teshuvah
throughout the year. Hashem is the “Mikveh of Israel” (see Jeremiah 17:13).
Immersion in the mikveh s an act totally dependent on the one who wishes to be
purfied. It s & ritual that does not require anyone else’s involvement. Similarly,
God waits patiently for s to do teshuuah; He does not actively involve Himselfin
our decision. The Rambam (Hilchos Mikvaos 11:12) calls the mikueh waters *2
nyTn, the waters of knowledge, because teshuuahrequires recognition of sin. The
other requisite steps of eshuvah— remorse and resolve not to continue sinning —
both stem from thisrecognition, fromthis knowledge. The sinner understands that
he has in areal sense lost his prestige, and this lost sense of self-worth is restored
by immersion in the mikveh.

In contrast, on Yom Kippur tself, with the power of the very day available t0
effect puriy, Hashem takes the sinner by the hand, as it were, and leads him t0
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& | Confession

Unlikethe other Shemoneh Esreiprayers ofthe day, at Ne'ilah werecite only the
short Viduy and not the long one. The short Viduy represents an absolute ad-
mission of guilt invoking no excuses or extenuating circumstances; itincludes o
request for forgiveness, as we do not even have the temerity to ask for t. t i this
Viduy that is recited on other public fast days as well.

The long Viduy, on the other hand, contains a st of sins, but does not
condemn man for having sinned. This Viduy is unique to Yom Kippur, when we
stand before Hashem. Since Ne'ilah is a pryer that reflects the public fast day
aspect of Yom Kippur, that theme, focusing on the negative view of men, is‘
emphasized; only the short Viduy is thus appropriate for Ne'ilah (MiPeninel
HaRav, pp. 138-139).
oyyiay T i Rk — Youreach outahandtowillfulsinners. There are individuals
who, through their own initiative, decide that they no longer wish to be sinners.
These people engage inthe type of teshuvahthatis operative throughout. the year,
through Erev Yom Kippur.Inthe words ofthe iturgist God “awaitsthe w1cl§ed apd
desieshisvindication” (from the lturgical poem YR 721, 572).Wg likewise
saytoGod, “(Until the day of his death You await him; ifhe repents You il accept
him immediately” (from o rumy, p.562).

Butthereis anothertype ofteshuvah, inwhich Hashem Himselfhelps the person
torepent, As stated here, Hashem offers a hand to sinefs, andis ready toreceive
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+ and so that You will ac
i nds from theft,” an . Cept
can withdraw our ha before You, @ f we were ly

; repentance
us with a perfect rep for the sake of Your word th

offerings and satisfying aromas, \ ;
You uttgered. There is no limitto the fiery offerings required for o,

sins,* and no number to the satisfying aroma ef Our requireg
quilt-offerings. You know that our ultimate end is magg(?t and
worm — therefore You have given Us abundant opportunity fo

pardon. _
What are we? What is our Jife

our righteousness? What is our 52
Whatis our might? What can we sy before You, HASHEM, our Gog

and the God of our forefathers — are not all the heroes Jike
nothing before You, the famous as if they had never existed, the
wise as if devoid of wisdom, and the perceptive as if devoid of
intelligence? For most of their deeds are desolate and the days of
their lives are empty before You. The preeminence of man over

beast is nonexistent, for all is vain.

Nevertheless] You set man apart from the beginning and
You considered him worthy to stand before You,* for

3 What is our kindness? What i
vation? What is our strength>

man has violated his agreement with Him. Living & life of sin is an act of theft
and extortion (Nefesh HaRav, p. 214; Teshuvah Lecture, 1971; Boston Lecture,
October 16, 1971).

wniain WK yp P8 — Thereis no limit to the fiery offerings required for our sins. If
one does not offer his fast as a form of sacrifice, then it is not a valid fast. Yom
Kippuris considered one large sacrifice offeredupto the Master ofthe universe by
the entire people of srael. Prayertakes the place of sacrifices (see Berachos 26b)
because true prayer always involves deep spiritual torment. Through sincere
nraver ecnaciallu when offered on Yom Kippur, a man undergoes the spiritual
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im, He tells the sinner, I will sprinkle pure water on you that you be purified
(Ezekiel 36:25). The sprinkling requires the direct involvement of a second party
toperform the ritual. In this case, Hashem Himself takes the lead (Before Hashem,
Pp. 89-101).

The sinner must be approached andtold that he is not asbad as he thinks. Forif
aJew perceives that he s totally corrupt, he will mistakenly think that he s too far
removed for repentance. Often, Jews wish to repent but believe that the road to
return is blocked. In response, we must let them know that God “reaches out a
handtosinners.” We letthe sinner know that there s no reasonfor low self-esteem

(Derashot HaRav, p. 101).
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C",‘\Rls FOR ) Words, [If forgotte"' see Laws §18-.22:]

g rorefathers, Par dotn (\);;.r 'Niquitieg
tonement. Ip€ awg

ur God an t and this] pay of Aefore Your eyes, asitisys /

Othis (Sabbath daY and errors from our willful sins for My aig,

ur willful SIS ipes away YO U 7 Y Sakg

removelo 1 the One Who wipes’ And it is said: I have wipeq v,

o ' a s. L ~ e

1’5’ ."lﬁau not recall your error S errorslikeami L o)
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an .. And it is said: ‘‘For through thjs .

s like aclou
rwillful sins like a .
M(:: for | have redeeme yo e e o s,

He will atone fo.r.yzu, ’t‘[’&‘:z g’ d¥aﬁ dthe God of our forefathers, may Yoy,
youwilbep2Es S ‘é\tisfy us with Your commandments and gra
pleasedwithourrest] SaNCy = ° . o from Your goodness apg
hare in Your Torah; saul Yol
uls ccj): - with Your salvation. [And grant us BERHESIIN our God i,
us e :
E)je anilr;avbr,' Your holy Sabbathasa heritage, i st S:anctnﬁers
of Your Name, rest on it.] And purify our heart to serve You sincerely,
For You are the Forgiver of Israel and the Pardoner of the tribes of
Jeshurun in every generation, and other than You we have no king
who pardons and forgives—only You! Blessed are You, HASHEM, the
King Who pardons and forgives our iniquities and the iniquities of
His people, the Family of Israel, and removes our sins every single

year, King over all the world, Who sanctifies [the Sabbath,] Israel and
the Day of Atonement. R




