How and When Halakhah Changes
Rabbi Prof. Jeffrey R. Woolf

1. H. Soloveitchik, ‘Religious Law and Change: The Tosafist Example,” AJS
Review, 12(1987), 205-206:

If law is conceived of, as religious law must be, as a revelation of the
divine will, then any attempt to align that will with human wants, any
attempt to have reality control rather than to be itself controlled by the
divine norm, is an act of blasphemy and is inconceivable to a God-fearing
man. As the Middle Ages was an age of faith among Jews no less than
among Christians and Muslims, the unalignability, the ‘““nonadaptability’ if

you wish, of religious law is a premise which must underlie all our investiga-
tions and understanding of the history ot Halakhah in the Middle Ages. Yet

the contention of this paper is that at times the very intensity of religious
conviction and observance can be conducive to a radical transformation of
religious law, and that the very depth of religious attachment can play a sup-
portive role in deflecting the divine norm from the path of its immanent
development, and bring it into line with the needs and practices of the time.
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6. R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik %"x1, Gerus and Mesorah (June 1975):

What does kabbolas ‘ol malkhus Shomayim require of the lomed ha-Torah, the person who studies Torah? First, we musr. pursue
the iruth, and nothing else but the truth. Howsver, the truth in taimud Torah can only be achieved through singular halachic Torah
thinking, and Torah understanding. The truth is attained from within, in accord with the methodology given to Moses, and passed
on from generation fo generation. The ruih can be discovered only through joining the ranks of the Haknrpe: n.a-MasorahA It is
ridiculous to say “/ have discovered something of which the Rashbs didn't know, the Ketzos didnt kngw. !pe "u’:.'na Gaon hadyno
knowledge: | have discovered an approach to the interpretation of Torah which is completely new.” It s n‘qmu.'ous. Qne must join the
ranks of the hakhmei ha-Masorah; Hazal, Rishonim, gedolei ha-Aharonim — and must not try fo rationalize from without the hukei
ha-Torah (i.e. the laws of the Torah) and must not judge the hukim u-mishpatim in terms of the secular system of values. Suph an
attempt, bye it historicism, be it psychologism, be it utiitarianism, undermines the very foundations of Tqr*qh u-.Masgrah; and, it leads
eventually to the most tragic consequences of assimilationism and nihilism; no matter how good the original intentions are of the

person who suggested them.
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