How Should | Feel on Rosh Hashana?
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19.09 Fear and Joy

Related by the Rav in his Teshuvah Drashah, September 1975.
Summarized and published in Yemei Zikaron (17:12), p. 240 (Yid-
dish).

Rosh Hashanah possesses aspects of both fear and joy. This duality
was reflected in the behavior of our great rabbis. My great-grand-
father Reb Yosef Baer would fast by day on Rosh Hashanah. Yet he
would be in an ecstatic and joyful mood at the repast on ErevYom
Kippur. On the other hand, my grandfather Reb Chaim was
cheerful on Rosh Hashanah and terror-stricken on Yom Kippur.

There were similar differences between the hasidic masters.
Some of them celebrated Rosh Hashanah as a festival, with all the
joy of Pesach, Shavuot, or Sukkot. Others observed it as the Day
of Judgment, with the stress on awe and trepidation.

Similarly, on Yom Kippur there were two approaches to the
sanctity of the day. I remember that when I first arrived in Ger-
many, I was shocked by the joyful tunes that were sung as part of
the liturgy [on Yom Kippur]. They were in stark contrast to the
apprehensiveness and fear that permeated the synagogues in East-
ern Europe on this day. Nevertheless, I realized that both
approaches were correct. There is also great joy on the day that our
sins are forgiven.
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