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Honoring Criminals in our Synagogues

1. Shulchan Aruch (R. Yosef Karo, 16th c.), Yoreh Deah 334:1
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2. Talmud Bavli, Kiddushin 72a
When Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi was dying, he said prophetically... There is a place called Bireta DeSatya in Babylonia. Today
they turned away from the Omnipresent. What did they do? A ditch with fish overflowed, and they went and trapped
the fish on Shabbat. Rabbi Ahai, son of Rabbi Yoshiya, excommunicated them, and they all became apostates.

3. Taz (R.David HaleviSegal, 17th c.), Yoreh Deah 334:1
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4. Nehudot HaKesef (R. Shabtai Haohen, 17th c.
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5. Shu”t Chavot Yair (R. Yair Bachrach, 17thc.), #141
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6. Shu"tRadbaz (R. David b. Zimra, 16thc.), 1:187
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Once we concern ourselves with this [the prospect of the violator’s defection], the Torah will be annulled altogether,
because once it becomes known that out of this concern we turn our eyes away from the wicked, evildoers will
continue sinning, and theft, violence, adultery and the like will abound, and Torah will be fulfilled only by a remnant...
but although I've written this as fialacha, nevertheless, the leader of the generation must be very cautious in regard
to such matters, because not everybody is the same, and not all sins are the same... A person who is accustomed to
sinning and feels confident with himself in his claim, we do not concern ourselves with him, and we uphold the Torah,
come what may. But if he is not accustomed, and he will likely listen, we draw him close with words until he returns
somewhat, and we do not rush to punish him, because [this can lead to] negative outcomes... Everything must be
done as the judge and leader sees fit, provided that all his actions are done for the sake of Heaven.

7. Shu"t Chatam Sofer (R. Moshe Sofer, 18th c.), Yoreh Deah 2:322
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8. Aruch HaShulchan (R. Yechiel Epstein, 20th c.), Yoreh Deah 334:6
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9. Shu”tDaat Kohen (R. Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook, 20th c.), #193
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10. Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 34:22
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11. Mishpat HaCherem (R. Moshe b. Nachman)
If... [he] repented and came to beis dinor before the town’s leaders in the presence of the townspeople, they
themselves can annul it for him.

12. Sefer HaRokeiach (R. Elazar of Worms, 12th c.), Hilchos Teshuva, 27
He shall be like an eternal servant to him [his victim], and publicly request his forgiveness. He should be whipped and
should fast and confess as though he killed all [of the victim's] sons, daughters and household members... His sins
should be in front of him, and he should repent and break his spirit with all his might... If he does not have with what
to repay, then he should bring many friends and ask forgiveness from the one to whom he caused a loss, before he
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dies. And when he earns money, he should limit [his own expenditures] and repay the one he owes or his inheritors,
for the informant has no “cure” unless he removes the illness, confesses his guilt, and repents with all his heart.
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