
Rambam on Free Will

1. Hilchos Teshuvah 5:1
הָרְשׁוּתרָשָׁע,וְלִהְיוֹתרָעָהלְדֶרֶ�עַצְמוֹלְהַטּוֹתרָצָהוְאִםבְּידָוֹ.הָרְשׁוּתצַדִּיק,וְלִהְיוֹתטוֹבָהלְדֶרֶ�עַצְמוֹלְהַטּוֹתרָצָהאִםנתְוּנהָ.אָדָםלְכָלרְשׁוּת
דּוֹמֶהשֵׁניִמִיןוְאֵיןבָּעוֹלָם,יחִָידהָיהָאָדָםשֶׁלזהֶמִיןהֵןכְּלוֹמַרוָרָע".טוֹבלָדַעַתמִמֶּנּוּכְּאַחַדהָיהָהָאָדָם"הֵןג:כב)(ב.בַּתּוֹרָהשֶׁכָּתוּבהוּאבְּידָוֹ.

בְּידָוֹ מִלַּעֲשׂוֹת הַטּוֹב אוֹ הָרַע...כָּל מַה שֶּׁהוּא חָפֵץ. וְאֵין מִי שֶׁיּעְַכֵּבוּבְמַחֲשַׁבְתּוֹ, יוֹדֵעַ הַטּוֹב וְהָרַע, וְעוֹשֶׂהלוֹ בְּזהֶ הָעִניְןָ: שֶׁיּהְֵא הוּא מֵעַצְמוֹ, בְּדַעְתּוֹ
Free will is granted to all men. If one desires to turn himself to the path of good and be righteous, the choice
is his. Should he desire to turn to the path of evil and be wicked, the choice is his. This is [the intent of] the
Torah's statement (Genesis 3:22): "Behold, man has become unique as ourselves, knowing good and evil,"
i.e., the human species became singular in the world with no other species resembling it in the following
quality: that man can, on his own initiative, with his knowledge and thought, know good and evil, and do
what he desires. There is no one who can prevent him from doing good or bad...

2. Hilchos Teshuvah 5:2
צַדִּיקלִהְיוֹתבְּרִיּתָוֹמִתְּחִלַּתהָאָדָםעַלגּוֹזרֵהוּאבָּרוּ�שֶׁהַקָּדוֹשׁישְִׂרָאֵל,בְּניֵגָּלְמֵיוְרבֹהָעוֹלָםאֻמּוֹתטִפְּשֵׁישֶׁאוֹמְרִיםזהֶדָּבָרבְּמַחֲשַׁבְתְּ�יעֲַברֹאַל
וְכֵןשׁוּעַאוֹכִּילַיאוֹאַכְזרִָי,אוֹרַחֲמָןאוֹסָכָל,אוֹחָכָםאוֹכְּירָָבְעָם,רָשָׁעאוֹרַבֵּנוּכְּמשֶׁהצַדִּיקלִהְיוֹתלוֹרָאוּיאָדָםכָּלאֶלָּאכֵּן;הַדָּבָראֵיןרָשָׁע.אוֹ

שְׁאָר כָּל הַדֵּעוֹת...
A person should not entertain the thesis held by the fools among the gentiles and the majority of the
undeveloped among Israel that, at the time of a man's creation, The Holy One, blessed be He, decrees
whether he will be righteous or wicked. This is untrue. Each person is fit to be righteous like Moses, our
teacher, or wicked, like Jeroboam. [Similarly,] he may be wise or foolish, merciful or cruel, miserly or
generous, or [acquire] any other character traits...

3. Hilchos Teshuvah 5:3
וּכְתִיבהַחַיּיִם".אֶתהַיּוֹםלְפָניֶ�נתַָתִּי"רְאֵהטו)ל(דבריםשֶׁנּאֱֶמַרוהְַמִּצְוהָהַתּוֹרָהעַמּוּדוהְוּאהוּא,גָּדוֹלעִקָּרזֶהודְָבָר

עוֹשֶׂה,הָאָדָםבְּניֵמִמַּעֲשֵׂהלַעֲשׂוֹתהָאָדָםשֶׁיּחְַפּץֹוכְָלבְּידְֶכֶם.שֶׁהָרְשׁוּתכְּלוֹמַר,הַיּוֹם".לִפְניֵכֶםנתֵֹןאָנכִֹי"רְאֵהכו)יא(דברים
טוֹבָה אוֹ רָעָה; אֶלָּא הַכּל מָסוּר לָהֶם.כּוֹפֶה בְּניֵ הָאָדָם, וְ�א גּוֹזֵר עֲלֵיהֶן לַעֲשׂוֹתבֵּין טוֹבִים בֵּין רָעִים... כְּלוֹמַר שֶׁאֵין הַבּוֹרֵא

This principle is a fundamental concept and a pillar [on which rests the totality] of the Torah and mitzvot as
[Deuteronomy 30:15] states: "Behold, I have set before you today life [and good, death and evil]." Similarly,
[Deuteronomy 11:26] states, "Behold, I have set before you today [the blessing and the curse]," implying that
the choice is in your hands. Any one of the deeds of men which a person desires to do, he may, whether good
or evil….the Creator does not compel or decree that people should do either good or bad. Rather, everything
is left to their [own choice].

4. Hilchos Teshuvah 5:4
הַמַּדָּעוֹתמִןלְמַדָּעאוֹהַדְּרָכִיםמִןלְדֶרֶ�תּוֹלַדְתּוֹבְּעִקַּרהָאָדָםאֶתשֶׁמּוֹשֵׁ�דָּבָרשָׁםהָיהָאִלּוּאוֹרָשָׁע,אוֹצַדִּיקלִהְיוֹתהָאָדָםעַלגּוֹזרֵהָיהָהָקֵלאִלּוּ
וְ"אַלכָּ�""עֲשֵׂההַנּבְִיאִיםידְֵיעַללָנוּמְצַוֶּההָיהָהֵיאַ�-שָׁמַיםִהבְֹרֵיהַטִּפְּשִׁיםמִלִּבָּםשֶׁבּוֹדִיםכְּמוֹהַמַּעֲשִׂים,מִןלְמַעֲשֶׂהאוֹהַדֵּעוֹתמִןלְדֵעָהאוֹ

לָזוּזאֶפְשָׁרשֶׁאִילְדָבָראוֹתוֹתִּמְשֹׁ�תּוֹלַדְתּוֹאוֹעָלָיונגְִזרַכְּבָרבְּרִיתוֹמִתְּחִלַּתוְהוּארִשְׁעֲכֶם"?אַחֲרֵיתֵּלְכוּוְ"אַלדַּרְכֵיכֶם""הֵיטִיבוּכָּ�",תַּעֲשֶׂה
מִשְׁפָּט?!יעֲַשֶׂה�אהָאָרֶץכָּלהֲשׁפֵֹטלַצַּדִּיק?שָׂכָרמְשַׁלֵּםאוֹהָרָשָׁעמִןנפְִרָעמִשְׁפָּטוְאֵיזהֶדִּיןזהֶוּבְאֵיכֻּלָּהּ?הַתּוֹרָהלְכָלהָיהָמָּקוֹםוּמַהמִמֶּנּוּ.
חֶפְצוֹ?"וְ�אקוֹנוֹבִּרְשׁוּתשֶׁ�אדָּבָרבָּעוֹלָםיעֵָשֶׂהוְכִילוֹ?מְסוּרִיםמַעֲשָׂיווְיהְִיוּשֶּׁיּחְַפּץֹמַהכָּלעוֹשֶׂההָאָדָםיהְִיהֶ"הֵיאַ�וְתאֹמַרתִּתְמַהּוְאַל

מְסוּרִין לָנוּ...כְּחֶפְצוֹ יעֵָשֶׂה וְאַף עַל פִּי שֶׁמַּעֲשֵׂינוּה' עָשָׂה בַּשָּׁמַיםִ וּבָאָרֶץ". דַּע שֶׁהַכּלוְהַכָּתוּב אוֹמֵר (תהילים קלה:ו) "כּל אֲשֶׁר חָפֵץ
Were G-d to decree that an individual would be righteous or wicked or that there would be a quality which draws
a person by his essential nature to any particular path [of behavior], way of thinking, attributes, or deeds, as
imagined by many of the fools [who believe] in astrology - how could He command us through [the words of] the
prophets: "Do this," "Do not do this," "Improve your behavior," or "Do not follow after your wickedness?"
[According to their mistaken conception,] from the beginning of man's creation, it would be decreed upon him, or
his nature would draw him to a particular quality and he could not depart from it. What place would there be for
the entire Torah? According to which judgement or sense of justice would retribution be administered to the
wicked or reward to the righteous? Shall the whole world's Judge not act justly! A person should not wonder:
How is it possible for one to do whatever he wants and be responsible for his own deeds? - Is it possible for
anything to happen in this world without the permission and desire of its Creator as [Psalms 135:6] states:



"Whatever G-d wishes, He has done in the heavens and in the earth?" One must know that everything is done in
accord with His will and, nevertheless, we are responsible for our deeds...

5. Hilchos Teshuvah 5:5
אִיצַדִּיק,יהְִיהֶשֶׁהוּאידֵַעאִםידֵַע?�אאוֹרָשָׁע,אוֹצַדִּיקיהְִיהֶשֶׁזּהֶידֵַעשֶׁיּהְִיהֶ,וְקדֶֹםשֶּׁיּהְִיהֶמַהכָּליוֹדֵעַהוּאבָּרוּ�הַקָּדוֹשׁ"וַהֲ�אתּאֹמַרשֶׁמָּא
מֵאֶרֶץאֲרֻכָּהזוֹשְׁאֵלָהשֶׁתְּשׁוּבַתדַּעבֻּרְיוֹ!"עַלהַדָּבָרידֵַע�אהֲרֵירָשָׁע,שֶׁיּהְִיהֶוְאֶפְשָׁרצַדִּיק,שֶׁיּהְִיהֶשֶׁיּדֵַעתּאֹמַרוְאִםצַדִּיק!יהְִיהֶשֶׁ�אאֶפְשָׁר

אֲמִתַּת הַבּוֹרֵא...וּכְשֵׁם שֶׁאֵין כּחַֹ בָּאָדָם לְהַשִּׂיג וְלִמְצאֹשֶׁל אָדָם יכְוֹלָה לְהַשִּׂיג דָּבָר זהֶ עַל בֻּרְיוֹ.מִדָּה וּרְחָבָה מִנּיִ יםָ... וְוְאֵין דַּעְתּוֹ
One might ask: Since The Holy One, blessed be He, knows everything that will occur before it comes to pass,
does He or does He not know whether a person will be righteous or wicked? If He knows that he will be
righteous, [it appears] impossible for him not to be righteous. However, if one would say that despite His
knowledge that he would be righteous, it is possible for him to be wicked, then His knowledge would be
incomplete. Know that the resolution to this question [can be described as]: "Its measure is longer than the
earth and broader than the sea."... Human knowledge cannot comprehend this concept in its entirety for just
as it is beyond the potential of man to comprehend and conceive the essential nature of the Creator…

6. Ra’avad to Hilchos Teshuvah 5:5
והחזירובקושיא,הדברוהניחקושיותבשאלותהחלוהואלהשלימו,ידעולאבדברמתחילאדםשאיןהחכמים;מנהגהמחברזהנהגלא

איןעצמו,האדםבידומסרהמידו,הממשלהזוהסירשהבוראועכשיולבם...יעוררולאהתמימים,בתמימותהדברלהניחלוהיהוטובלאמונה.
ידיעתו גזירה...

This one did not follow the custom of scholars; for no man begins a thing which he knows not how to finish
it, whereas he commenced with inquiries and questions and left the matter under question and turned it
around to faith. It would have been better for him to leave the matter to the innocence of the innocent, not to
awaken their hearts and leave their mind in doubt, lest, during some hour, a suspicion will enter their heart
concerning it... But now, since the Creator ceded this power from His Hand to the hand of the man himself,
His knowledge cannot be said to be a decree...


